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Publisher's Mea Culpa 
It has been brought to my attention

by some of our readers – who often make 
far better copy editors than I do – that 

there is a bit of repeated text in
Val Marier's wonderful story about

Summer Street in our
Holidays 2020 Magazine.

Please excuse this publisher error and
find the magazine, in its pristine state,

as well as all issues of the newspaper, at
www.touristandtown.com.

Also, let us know if you'd like to order 
a magazine or would like some for your 

business.  Supplies are dwindling!
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IN THIS ISSUE . . .

Valerie Marier is a freelance journalist who has traveled the world writing for magazines and newspapers. Val is a wife, 
mother and grandmother who enjoys knitting and reading, golf and travel, and writes about them in her blog, Wandering 
With Val (www.wanderingwithval.com). 

Jo O'Connor is a local writer with deep roots in Kennebunkport. She is a mother of twins and founder/lead singer of the lo-
cal band , The Dock Squares. She teaches Zumba and aqua classes and is a marketing communication professor. Say hello at 
jfboconnor@gmail.com.

Dana Pearson is a writer and musician who lives in Kennebunk with his wife, Diane. His novels Viewers Like You, Two Birds 
and The Muralist, humor collection No, But Seriously: 1994-2007 and short story collection Three Boat Lengths can be found at 
www.amazon.com/author/danapearson. dana@touristandtown.com

Also contributing to this issue: Randal Simon with "Simon Says," Sandy Gnidziejko with "Behind the Scenes" 
and Bob Dennis with "Through the Lens." 

Steve Hrehovcik began as an advertising copywriter, then shifted to feature articles, film, theater and television scripts, 
ghost writing and editing. He has been with this newspaper since 2006. He is also an artist creating illustrations of homes, 
portraits, animals, caricatures and children’s books. He and his wife Carol have lived in Kennebunk for almost 50 years. 
His book Rebel Without A Clue – A Way-Off Broadway Memoir is available on his website: kennebunkartstudio.com.  

The Holidays | Fall & Winter 2020

TOURIST & TOWN

the magazine

publisher@
touristandtown.com.

With humility,
Tourist & Town's

perfektly imperfekt
publisher

Ross gets a
Community Hero
gold star from us

for always
putting positive ener‑
gy out into the world 

through her art.
This issue's cover,
in fact, was part of 

Ross' daily gratitude 
series, commenced at 
the onset of COVID.
 Thank you, Holly!

Faith Gillman is a freelance writer/editor by night and loan processor by day. When she’s not working, Faith spends her 
time with George and their Japanese Chins, Georgy and Rexy—that is when she’s not busy maintaining her reputation as 
the “Kennebunk Dance Lady.” faith@touristandtown.com

covEr arTIST Holly c. roSS

Holly Ross has been living and creating art 
in Kennebunkport for over 25 years. Child-
hood memories and life in Maine are the 
key ingredients to Holly’s happy art with 
her signature black outline and simple 
whimsical depictions of life by the sea!! 

Stop by Seaside Gallery and Gifts in Lower 
Village Kennebunk where Holly is co-
owner along with LISART. Everything in 
the gallery is made by Lisa and Holly. 

Instagram or Facebook @fishhousedesigns
www.seasidegalleryandgifts.com • hollyc.ross@icloud.com 

I feel for 2021. There’s an awful lot of pressure being put upon it.
So many hopes are getting hitched to a transformative new year. How can we 

walk into 2021 with all that pressure? And what could we possibly come up with 
for a toast?? 

Thankfully, there’s much we can say. . .
“Here’s to sticking together in 2021 – no matter what.” “Let the next adventure 

begin!” “A toast to all that we have – and to remembering what’s really important.” 
“Here's to a fresh start!” 

And of course, “Cheers to finding out even MORE amazing things about the 
human spirit.”

It’s a new year, a new beginning, and things WILL change. They always do. As 
Maya Angelou said, “This is a wonderful day. I’ve never seen this one before.” Well, 
let’s shoot for a wonderful year. We’ve never seen this one before.

Whatever you do and however you ring in 2021, may the coming year be full 
of love, peace and togetherness. As for me, I think I’ll count my blessings right on 
into the new year. 

Kingsley Gallup, Publisher
Tourist& Town

Best wishes for a
healthy and prosperous 2021.

We will see you back here in February, 2021!

PUBlISHEr'S NoTE

To the countless
Community Heroes

in our midst. . .
This issue is for 

YOU.
Time stood still.

You did not.
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Special Publisher Picks

1. 2. 

“We must find time to stop and thank the 
people who make a difference in our lives.”

John F. Kennedy

15. 16.

17. 18. 19.

If you have enjoyed Tourist & Town in 2020, these talented individuals are the reason why – and I can't possibly thank them enough.
– With deepest gratitude also for Karen Arel, Bob Dennis, Marguerite Genest, Sandy Gnidziejlko, Dean Johnson, Ali Maguire and Randal Simon –

Faith Gillman Steve Hrehovcik Valerie Marier Jo O'Connor Dana Pearson  Greg Metcalf    Sandra Janes Geraldine Aikman Meghan Candee

Past issues of Tourist & Town are available in full online. In the following captions are the issue dates in which these stories appeared. 1) Batson River, Behind the 
Scenes, 4-2-20; 2) Avery Mills' HopeRocks project, 5-28-20; 3) Eva Grundel's masks, Mask Making Story, 4-16-20; 4) Shields Meat & Produce, 4-2-20; 5) McKenna Ciampa, 
Birthday Parades, 4-2-20; 6) Laura Snyder Smith, Behind the Scenes with the KKA Chamber, 8-14-20; 7) Owen and Jacob Ruel, Mask Making Story, 4-16-20; 8) Alisson's 
employee, Behind the Scenes, 4-2-20; 9) COS Volunteer Donna Brent, 10-15-20; 10) ReStore, 8-20-20; 11) Maine Diner employee, Behind the Scenes, 4-2-20 ; 12) Joey 
Philbrick, The Mighty Lego Challenge, 7-23-20; 13) Mornings in Paris; COS Blend,  4-16-20; 14) Kennebunk Chief of Police Robert MacKenzie, 7-9-20; 15) Town Hall, 
Virus Diary, 7-23-20; 16) The Four Chefs, Jonathan Cartwright, Rich Lemoine, Scott Lee and Jackson Yordon, 8-6-20; 17) Kennebunkport EMS, 12-24-20; 18) Kenny 
Bunkport, 12-10-20; 19) COS Food Pantry at Vinegar Hill, 4-16-20.

As 2020 comes to a close,
Tourist & Town wishes to thank Community Heroes everywhere. 

While we can't begin to recognize all of our local difference-makers, 
please enjoy the sampling of hero profiles on the following pages. 

Each community hero has been nominated by our readers for
this much-deserved recognition. Gold stars for all!

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.9.10.11.

12.

13.

14.

Susan ColinetRob Coburn
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BAKERY, DELI, CHEF-PREPARED MEALS, FROZEN ENTREES, WINE & BEER

OPEN DAILY
967-1150

TAKE OUT AND
 CURBSIDE

1 MILLS ROAD, CAPE PORPOISE. MENUS @CAPEPORPOISEKITCHEN.COM

South Congregational Church in Kennebunkport knows full well there are angels among us. 
To share this sentiment, and as a gift of hope, peace, joy and love, angel wings are perched on the 
church portico. The community is invited to come and photograph themselves and their friends.  

The team that created this project include artists Lynne Carr, Sarah Berger, Katie Moonie and 
Jennifer Merry.  Students and children were invited to participate in the painting.  The paint was 
generously supplied by Port Hardware.  Steve Grabowski and Seldon Carver helped to create 
the structures and mounting.

The Church's new minister Rev. Susan Townsley imagined the project as a way of providing 
some holiday cheer during COVID, and as a way of connecting the church’s outward ministry to 
the community with our worship. Worship services during Advent and Christmas will feature 
angels and is available online on Sunday mornings at the church website www.southchurchucc.
org. Please visit the church or email info@southchurchucc.org for more information.

Stop by South Congregational Church, take 
a photo or two, and as you read this issue of 
Tourist & Town, remember there certainly 
ARE angels among us. 

1300 US Route One 
between York and Oqunquit.   

Check us out on Facebook.

Home • Garden • Antiques • Gifts • Apparel

Come in for some 
COMFORT  & 

Leave with a little JOY
(all tied up pretty to go)

A small Mall of locally owned stores,
all under one roof.

by Dana Pearson
Honoring the country’s veterans buried in Ar-

lington National Cemetery, as it has every year 
since 1992, Wreaths Across America drove its con-
voy through Kennebunk on December 16 shortly 
after 9AM. A tractor trailer filled with thousands 
of Maine wreaths made at the Harrington-based 
Worcester Wreath Company (whose owner, Morrill 
Worcester, started the program upon reflection of 
an inspirational trip he had made to the cemetery as 
a boy) rumbled down Main Street, accompanied by 
numerous support vehicles and greeted by scores of 
people on the sidewalks cheering and waving flags 
in the bitter cold. The convoy left Harrington the day 
before, and was scheduled to arrive at Arlington on 
December 19 for National Wreaths Across America 
Day for its annual wreath-laying ceremony. Despite 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the group was determined 
to carry on with its mission to Remember, Honor, 
and Teach. FMI: wreathsacrossamerica.org or check 
out the Wreaths Across America Facebook page. 

Wreaths Across America 
cheered on in Kennebunk

Photo by Dana Pearson

Photos  by  Sandy 
Gnidziejko

Through the Lens - Angels Among Us
Bob Dennis captures the ideal image for this Community Heroes issue 
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KENNEBUNK | Antique Train Station Turned Commercial Building | Great Location 
Office Space, Restaurant, Condos or Family Home... So Many Opportunities | $695,000

KENNEBUNK | Pure Privacy | 3 Bdrm, 3 Car Garage, Barn & Boathouse on 5.91 Acres
346 Feet of River Frontage | Endless Possibilities | $515,000

KENNEBUNKPORT | Extraordinary Custom Shingle Style Compound in Cape Arundel
Builder Owned | 4 Spacious Bedroom Suites | Carriage House | $2,395,000

KENNEBUNKPORT | 15 Acres is the Setting for this Amazing Contemporary
3 Levels of Living Space! | Magical! | $1,100,000

KENNEBUNK | Beautiful Contemporary Farmhouse Style Home on Chestnut Lane | 3 Bdrm
3 Bath | Great Location Close to Town | Move in Ready Condition! | $589,000

KENNEBUNKPORT | 1.64 Acre Lot on Ocean Avenue | One of a Kind
High on a Knoll Overlooking Mature Plantings | $699,000

165 Port Road, Kennebunk, Maine 04043  |  207-967-3883  |  pmrealestate.com

It’s where the       is.

GOOSE ROCKS BEACH | Premiere Subdivision | 1.18 Acre Lot | Public Water & Sewer
Underground Utilities | $499,000

KENNEBUNK | Ocean & Marsh Views from Every Room | Exquisite Sunsets | Fully Furnished
Gourmet Kitchen | Truly Stunning! | $2,390,000

Follow us! 

Goose Rocks Beach | Post & Beam Sited on 2+ Acres | 3 Bdrm Main House & 1 Bdrm Accessory Apartment  | Wonderful Year Round or Summer Rental 

It’s where the       is.
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Catch a Bite
in Our
Heated

Fish Shacks
VISIT BATSONRIVER.COM 

TO LEARN MORE AND 

MAKE RESERVATIONS.

Candice Simeoni, president and founder of the York County Elder Abuse 
Task Force, is committed to supporting her community's older adults during 
the holidays. Her Golden Ornament Project is one such way.

Started in 2019 with 17 nominated recipients, the program grew to 31 
recipients this year. Ornaments containing the wishes of deserving older 
Kennebunk residents were hung in the lobby of the Kennebunk Police De-
partment, locals came by and selected ornaments – and wishes were fulfilled. 

Simeoni was worried that COVID would impact the project, but the com-
munity stepped up – in fact, the ornaments were gone in a matter of days! 
"It's such a huge feeling of support, compassion 
and community, said Simeoni. "This project 
impacts the giver, the receiver and all of us who 
make it happen."

FMI www.yceatf.org.
 

In a gesture of pure holiday generosity, Kennebunkport's Cider Mill 
Press teamed up with The Today Show and donated 800 copies of The Night 
Before Christmas to help New Brunswick, New Jersey, teacher Jennifer 
Olawski achieve her mission to give every student a holiday gift at Paul 
Robeson Community School for the Arts. 

For details and map visit

Officer Candice Simeoni has been recognized as 
a COVID Community All-Star for her overall work 
at the Kennebunk Police Department.

In the line of duty, Simeoni contracted COVID. Upon 
recovery, she donated her blood with antibodies a way to 
give back to her community. . . but her desire to help during 
COVID didn’t stop there. 

Knowing the pandemic would cause 
isolation, fear and loneliness, Simeoni 
started a penpal program for local se-

niors, created “happy bags” for Special Olympics athletes 
throughout the summer, took on a local Meals on Wheels 
route to help offset a volunteer shortage and facilitated the 
above-mentioned Golden Ornament Project. Simeoni was 
recently given a national award for her work protecting 
elders and those with disabilities, as well as the 2020 Guard-
ian Award from the York County Elder Abuse Task Force.

Cider Mill Press
Donates Christmas Magic

Golden Ornament Project Creates Golden Smiles 

Officer Simeoni – A True All-Star

"Thank you so very much!!!! This was so special and on 
behalf of our students at PRCA, we are so grateful!"

– Jennifer Olawski

"It is exactly what I think the 
holidays are about. Not gifts.  Not 
things. But love, joy and magic!"

‑ Candice Simeoni 
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THANK
YOU!

We would like to 
send out a big 
THANK YOU 
to all of our to all of our 

friends, family 
and community 
for continuing 
to support this 
little shop on 
the corner!

Wishing Wishing you all
a healthy and

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!!

Love,
Chris+Michelle

minkahome.com

123 OCEAN AVE KENNEBUNKPORT, ME
dannahkpt.com

207.967.8640

127 OCE AN AVE KENNEBUNKPORT, ME
dannahformenkpt.com 

207.204.2007

Thank you
FOR THE

Local
LOVE!

IT HAS BEEN 

A YEAR ...

w
it

h  g ratitu
d

e

by Valerie Marier
The Wells Chamber of Commerce sponsors 

numerous events during the year yet none matches 
the joyful festivity of the annual Christmas Parade. 
“For 35 years, through the financial support of 
our many sponsors, it’s been the Chamber’s gift 
to the Wells community every December,” says 
Eleanor Vadenais, president and CEO of the Wells 
Chamber.

However, when COVID reared its ugly head 
last Spring, the Chamber had to cancel all signature 
events, including the beloved Christmas Parade. 

But then, Santa arrived with an unexpected and 
early gift. In November, the Commissioner of the 
Maine Department of Economic and Community 
Development okayed a “reverse parade.” Instead 
of watching a cavalcade of floats and bands parade 
past them, the townspeople would be the parade 
driving past stationary floats and bands. Yes, 
Virginia…..!

The Chamber elves quickly set to work. After 
consulting the police and fire chiefs, and EMS direc-
tor, they determined that Wells Harbor Park was 
the ideal location for the afternoon parade. They 
sent invitations to all groups that had participated 
in the past but cautioned that everyone — partici-
pants and spectators — had to wear face masks. 
They also recommended that no flyers or candy be 
distributed. Twenty participants quickly signed up!

On Sunday afternoon, December 13, just before 
2 PM, cars began streaming into Harbor Park. 
Vadenais says, “It was a home run! The viewers 
included families with kids of all ages peering out 
the windows, couples, seniors and tourists taking 
time out of their day to celebrate with us.” The Chamber’s hard 
work paid off.

The Wells Chamber looks forward to “getting back to the way 
things were” before the pandemic. “But the 2020 ‘Reverse Christmas 
Parade’ has given us a sense that we are almost there,” Vadenais says. 

Shown here, left to right: Chamber 
assistant Jamie Barth, Chamber CEO 
and president Eleanor Vadenais, Frosty 
the Snowman (portrayed by Jamie’s 
daughter Olivia), and staff member 
Helen Schadlick.

Open Tuesday-Saturday 10 AM - 8 PM
Closed Sunday & Monday

207-641-8622 • Hannaford Plaza • Wells
www.TullysBeerandWine.com

The BEST Beer Store in 3 States
Over 1000 Imported & Domestic Wine Labels

5 Humidors with Premium Hand-Rolled Cigars, 
including Ashton, Liga Privada & Arturo Fuente

E

20% off 
 

E

20% off
ANNUAL HOLIDAY SALE

20% off 
Everything in our store 

53 Western Avenue, Kennebunk | 207-967-4110  
HURLBUTTDESIGNS.COM

Extended Until December 31st !

Wells Christmas Parade Marches On
Thanks to the Chamber's Creativity 
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Proceeds benefit The New School in Kennebunk. •  www.tnsk.org
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Outta the Box 
8 York St., Kennebunk

(next to Toppings Pizza)

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Lots of PARKING out back!

207-604-5050  • 8 York St., Kennebunk
207-985-3745 www.thenewschoolmaine.org 38 York St., Kennebunk 04043

New hours and days: Wed-Sat 10-3 and Sundays 11-3. 
Call for new donation procedures and temporary
limitations: 207-604-5050

Our wonderful thrift shop is a recycling creation of
THE NEW SCHOOL
To learn more about our amazing high school visit our 
website or call us for an in-person visit or virtual tour.

Voted #1
Thrift Store

Clothing for Women & Men
Jewelry • Household Goods

207-985-3544
2 Bragdon Lane, Kennebunk

(Next to Anchor Fence)

Cash or 
check 
only!

 Donations & Consignments Accepted
Call ahead to be sure we are taking consignments that day.

Open 10 - 4 Mon.–Sat.

Adopt a cat here 
from Safe Haven! 

Fridays and Saturdays are white ticket days with reduced prices!

A great selection of plus sizes for women!

When it was time to re-open businesses, Kennebunkport Town Man-
ager Laurie Smith began considering what this would look like for her town. 
She knew Kennebunkport's long history as one of the state’s hospitality centers 
would need to be carefully considered.

To that end, Smith tapped Tina Gordon, general manager of the Nonantum 
Resort, and Deb Lennon, managing partner of Sandy Pines Campground, Batson 
River Brewing and Distilling and Vinegar Hill Music Theatre, to lead the newly-
formed Kennebunkport Hospitality Task Force.

“We appreciated the faith Laurie showed in us,” Lennon said, “and we knew 
the businesses in our community could figure out the best way for us to open 
safely and quickly.”

Over the next few weeks, Gordon and Lennon led a team of business owners 
in developing a comprehensive, detailed plan for each business segment and an 
overarching hospitality philosophy that came to be known as the Kennebunkport 
Promise. All safety and cleaning protocols local businesses pledged to follow, as 
well as a list of businesses that signed on to keep the promise, were posted on its 
website, kptpromise.com. Posted at the entrances of all participating businesses, 
The Promise became a reminder to all that we are in this together.

by Dana Pearson
If there’s one thing that people did much more of in 2020 than before – besides Zooming and bak-

ing – it was enjoying the great outdoors. And while strolling the sidewalks through town always makes for 
a pleasant excursion, there’s nothing like following a meandering trail through the forest or along a river 
to truly feel connected to nature – and disconnected from the madness that has been our lives.

The good people at the Kennebunk Land Trust knew they had to remain operational this year, though 
with changes to ensure the safety of people exploring their network of trails.

“Early on, when Kennebunk Beach closed and the gyms closed, we wanted to stay open,” said KLT 
Executive Director Sarah Stanley. “If we closed, where would people go to rest and recharge…for solace?”

Adhering to CDC guidelines, KLT has kept its trails open, and continued with its Wellness Walks and 
Naturalist Walks, sponsored by Kennebunk Savings Bank. The number of people was limited and partici-
pants have been required to wear masks, practice social distancing, and provide contact information in 
case of cancellations or change in protocols.

Stanley said their programs have been more popular than before the pandemic, since “people wanted 
to get outside more and more. People have looked inward, and they’ve seen what’s important to them. 
Family, friends…nature. Maybe they were outdoor people before, but the pandemic has made them ap-
preciate aspects of their community even more so.”

Being creative in the era of Covid-19, KLT presented its Halloween Pumpkin Scavenger Hunt, which 
had 200 families explore Wonderbrook Preserve throughout the month of October seeking painted pump-
kins. The program culminated on Halloween with a candy drive-through at the KLT headquarters, where 
volunteers safely distributed sweets to 100 children. In a similar vein, people are invited to the Mousam 

River Wildlife Sanctuary through the beginning of 
January to hang a nature-friendly ornament on a tree 
(e.g. peanut butter-covered pinecones, suet cakes). 

“It’s certainly been a challenge,” said Stanley of 
2020, noting that they’ve had to cancel some events, 
like the popular Environmental Speaker Series, which 
will be reinvented online for 2021. “But people are 
seeing nature in a new way, and that’s exciting.”

With increased use of its trails comes an increased 
need in stewardship. To that end, KLT seeks vol-
unteers to maintain its holdings for all to enjoy. To 
support KLT in that effort, and for more information, 
go to www.kennebunklandtrust.org.

Bonnie Clement, Helen Thorgalsen and the 
dedicated team at H.B. Provisions have worked 
hard from day one of the pandemic to remain 
open and to change quickly when it's needed so 
as to keep the store safe for customers and staff. 

They removed the hot bar, salad bar and 
seating, installed the necessary plexiglas and 
sanitizer and kept customer limit to six – and 
all of measures remain in place today. 

To facilitate the food orders – specifically, 
to create a system in which staff could hear 
customers' orders through plexiglass and 
masks – Clement devised a microphone system 
for taking orders. 

As summer progressed, tents and picnic 
tables were installed outside, as was a speaker 
system to communicate with customers out-
doors.  

"Our goal has always been to adapt as best 
we can so as to get beyond this as quickly as 
possible," said Clement. "And just to think, we 
all worried what the year 2000 was going to 
bring with Y2K. . ."

207-967-9989

Port Walk, Dock Square, Kennebunkport

Best Sellers
Maine Authors 

Children’s Books

Call Store 
for Updated 

Hours

Creatively Adapting 
at H.B. Provisions

Kennebunk Land Trust Provides Solace

Kennebunkport Keeps Promise to the Community 

I would like to recognize the Kennebunk Land Trust and the Kennebunkport Conservation Trust for their 
efforts to preserve and make accessible beautiful natural areas where we can come together, safely distanced, 
and be enriched by the calming power of nature. These outdoor experiences benefit us all the time, but it was 
especially true in 2020 when we were overwhelmed by COVID‑19, the election and the hardships of so many. 

Thank you for making our communities a better place to live." – Anon

“In my book, Laurie Smith was an amazing leader this past year for our community! She led the 
way on the KPT Promise and the development of the Halloween Trail of Treats and the Holiday 

Trail of Lights to address community needs. The effort has brought together community residents, 
businesses, the town and not-for-profits in such a positive and collaborative way!” – Deb Lennon
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For more than 75 years,
Bradbury Brothers Market has been

Kennebunkport’s community grocery store

Bradbury Brothers Market

207-967-3939 • bradburybros.com • 167 Main Street, Kennebunkport, Maine

All roads lead to Bradbury's!

Located in the       of Cape Porpoise
on the roads of beautiful Kennebunkport,

we have everything you need for a quick visit, extended stay,
or for all your grocery shopping needs. 

Located in the       of Cape Porpoise

we have everything you need for a quick visit, extended stay,

Happy 
Holidays!

By Dana Pearson
In a year when our health has been of paramount concern, the Ken-

nebunkport Emergency Medical Services crew – better known as KEMS 
– has been faithfully and efficiently carrying out its 41-year-old mission 
of providing the highest level of care for the Port’s residents and visitors.

“While we don’t discard the tragedy of 2020 and the current pandemic, 
we will be wrong to not count our blessings,” said Joe Carroll, KEMS 
Chief of Operations. “Through the leadership of our Operations Staff and 
Board of Directors, we were able to use our own funds to purchase out-
right a brand new, state-of-the-art Advanced Life Support ambulance.” 

KEMS, a privately owned, community-based ALS Emergency Ambu-
lance service that covers the Port continuously 365 days a year, experi-
enced other positives in a tough year. For one thing, none of its members 
became sick or injured through their work for KEMS. Also, KEMS offered 

a cost-savings subscription to its year-round and seasonal residents, so that if they required ambulance/
paramedic services, they would have it at a reduced rate. 

Carroll said such subscriptions, as well as support for their annual fund drive and individual monetary 
donations, are the reasons “community members do not see tax increases reflected in their tax bill as 
KEMS is not a Town of Kennebunkport department.” It is the community as a whole that directly keeps 
KEMS going. 

“While each of us works in different communities other than Kennebunkport, everyone who works 
at KEMS looks forward to the unique high level of personal interaction with our patients and their fami-
lies,” said Carroll. “Kennebunkport is a very special place with a history of community-based service and 
historic community-centered drive.”

KEMS is truly an ensemble act, with each member bringing with him or her to the team different skill 
sets that ultimately benefit the entire community. 

“We aim to offer our patients a centered, personal medical service experience that they expect and 
deserve,” said Carroll. “Whether it’s a simple call for public assistance or a high acuity medical event, we 
strive to make our clients feel important to us, listened to, and cared for.”

Carroll noted that the Board of Directors, while not medical providers, deserve recognition for the time 
they give to support the KEMS team.

“Our employees are motivated by the thanks and rec-
ognition we get from our community as well as our Board 
of Directors,” said Carroll. “We appreciate that others 
appreciate what we do for them.”

since 1953

Fresh Fish Daily
Lobsters • Lobster Meat • Clams

Monday & Tuesday 9-5, Closed Wednesday, Thursday-Sunday 9-5

Port Lobster Co.

Lobster rolls & lobster meat,
lobster mac n' cheese, fresh fish

– haddock, salmon, swordfish, shrimp –
clam chowder, cheddar biscuits & more!

Twin Lobster Dinners
2-1lb. lobsters, Small Clam Chowder, 

Chips & Butter
$19.95

Lobster Rolls $14.95

Christmas Week
Sunday-Wednesday 9-5

Christmas Eve 9-3
Closed Christmas Day

Fri & Sat, Dec 26 & 27, 9-5

New Year's Week
Sunday-Wednesday 9-5

New Years Eve 9-5
Closed

New Year's Day 

Holiday Hours

122 Ocean Avenue, Kennebunkport
www.portlobster.com • portlob@gwi.net

207-967-2081

GIFT cErTIFIcaTES avaIlaBlE

Port’s KEMS Ambulance Service
Carries On Its Mission

"Healthcare workers and first responders are truly 
on the front lines caring for others. I am proud to live 

and work in a town where our local KEMS group 
is selflessly caring for others in our community and 

beyond. Heartfelt thanks to them and ALL
frontline workers everywhere."

– Christine Faella, owner, Bradbury Brothers

Kennebunk's ReStore, the main fundraising 
arm of Habitat for Humanity York County, is 
the essence of community serving community. 
Donations poured in this year, all of which were 
managed with great precision. “With so much 
stuff coming in the back door,” said Assistant 
Manager Jim Atwood, “we need to get it out 
the front door. Quickly.” And that they did. It's 
a remarkable,  well-oiled machine at ReStore. To 
donate, call 207-502-7021 or email donations@
habitatyorkcounty.org. 

ReStore: Community in Action
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Your one stop shop for all 
shipping & packaging supplies.

Recognized by           as the #3 independent shipping service in the USA!

Shop here for Yankee Candles, Gifts
 & Greeting Cards for Every Occasion! 
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your mailing needs. 

Your one stop shop for all 
shipping & packaging supplies.

Packaging Supplies • Professional Packaging 
Award Winning Shipping Services • In Store Services

WE
 SHIP!

Your one stop shop for cards, gifts and
shipping & packing supplies.
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Recognized by           as the #2

45 Portland Road, Shoppers Village, Kennebunk 985-2087
Hours: M-F 8:30-6; Sat 9-5, Sun 10-4
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We wish to thank all of our
first responders and healthcare workers

this holiday season.

by Valerie Marier
A U-Haul truck loaded with holiday gifts caught on 

fire and nearly scorched Christmas joy for area families 
two weeks ago. Thanks to members of the Kennebunk 
Fire Department who raced to the scene on Fletcher Street, 
packages from LandsEnd and Amazon were lifted out of 
the burning truck to safety. They now rest under Ken-
nebunk Christmas trees, awaiting a December 25 opening.

These brave firemen work hard all year long but it’s a 
very Merry Christmas indeed when they can bring cheer 
and happiness to an otherwise BAH HUMBUG season.  
Even the Grinch would be smiling.

When Mornings in Paris reopened in May, after 
spending a month planning for the safe running of the 
café, owner Paul Humphrey knew he wanted to find 
a way to serve his community.

The project he decided on was raising funds for COS 
(Community Outreach Services) who, along with many 
other charities, provides much-needed food and sup-
plies for members of its community. Humphrey opted 
for doing what he knows best – making coffee – and 
the "Community Blend" was born. 

For every pound sold since the project's inception, 
$4 has been earmarked for COS. "It has been a fun and 
rewarding project and has given us a sense of purpose 
through challenging times," said Humphrey. After 
eight months Humphrey reached his target of a $1000 
cash donation to COS. 

“This project has invigorated our desire to be an in-
tegral part of the community – especially during these 
challenging 
times and we 
are already 
working on 
our next proj-
ect.”

FMI and 
to be consid-
ered for the 
next Morn-
ings in Paris 
fundraising 
project, email 
info@morn-
ingsinparis.
com.

At top: U-Haul truck caught fire on 
Fletcher Street but the Kennebunk 
Fire Department raced to the rescue 
and unloaded a pile of LandsEnd 
and Amazon packages, destined 
to area homes for Christmas. 
Above: Kennebunk firemen SAVE 
Christmas by lifting presents and 
packages from a burning U-Haul 
truck on Fletcher Street in early 
December.

Miracle on Fletcher Street:
Holiday Packages Saved by

Kennebunk Firemen

A huge thank you to local
fire departments everywhere

– for ALL you do!

A U-Haul truck loaded with Christmas gifts caught fire, 
nearly ruining someone’s holiday cheer.  The Kennebunk 
Fire Department came to the rescue! All photos by Portland 
Press Herald.

Mornings in Paris
Reaches a Giving Goal 
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Casual. Comfortable. Classic.

Open for lunch & dinner 
every day, year round.

LARGEST SELECTION OF MAINE CRAFT BEER IN THE AREA • 22 TAPS!

Skip the crowds! Check our wait list 
times and add yourself to the wait list 

right from your phone. Visit our website 
and click the “Join the Wait List” link. We 

will text you when your table is ready!

Dock Square, Kennebunkport | 207.967.4841 | alissons.com

Dock Square, Kennebunkport | 207.967.4841 | alissons.com

Skip the crowds! 
Add your name

to the wait list at
alissons.com

by Valerie Marier
Tourists and residents might recognize Congdon’s in Wells 

simply for their scrumptious doughnuts. But behind the formica 
counters of this family restaurant and bakery, there’s a lot more 
activity than sprinkling chocolate pieces on hot crullers. 

Last May they hosted a “Chowderfest” that raised $30,000 for 
Good Shepherd Food Bank. On December 16, they served free 
home-made turkey stew at their drive-through window to anyone 
making a donation to the Good Shepherd Food Bank.

“Every day the Food Bank uses a fleet of eight trucks and trailers 
to pick up and distribute food throughout the entire state,” said 
Kristen Miale, president of Good Shepherd Food Bank. “Because 
of the pandemic, Maine’s food insecurity rate is predicted to grow 
by as much as 25%. Community events, like Congdon’s Turkey 
Stewfest, help support GSFB and our network of over 500 partner 
agencies to provide nutritious food to Mainers struggling with 
hunger.”

Over the past 20 years, Congdon’s has also sponsored an an-
nual Christmas Giving Tree. When area residents drop off a gift, 
they receive a free doughnut. Owner Gary Leech says, “This year 
we have collected more gifts than ever before – unwrapped toys, 
diapers, clothing, you 
name it. We’ve already 
delivered two loads and 
the gifts keep coming 
in.”

Thank you, Cong-
don’s, for the gift that 
keeps on giving:  your 
management and staff.

Since kicking off its Loaves of Love ini-
tiative on March 26, during the first wave 
of COVID, Boulangerie in Kennebunk has sold 
2170 loaves of love for those in need in the local 
community.

With an original goal of 2000 loaves sold 
before the end of the year, Boulangerie is now 
adjusting its goal to 2500. "40+ loaves a day is 
a tall ambition," says owner Michelle McGuire, 
"but I think we can do it!"

Stop by Boulangerie: A Proper Bakery at 
5 Nasons Court, Kennebunk, and purchase a 
wonderful loaf of bread for a wonderful cause. 

Ring in the New Year
with a great playlist

By Jo O’Connor

In the Garden – Susan Tedeschi
Jackie Blue – Ozark Mountain Dare-
devils
The “In” Crowd – Ramsey Lewis Trio
Love and Affection – Joan Armatrad-
ing
Don’t Worry About a Thing – Stevie 
Wonder
Clair de Lune – Frederic Chopin
Girl from Ipanema – Oscar Peterson 
Trio
New Day for You – Basia
Tenderly -- Chet Baker
New Year’s Day—U2
Aja – Steely Dan
Cantaloupe Island – Donald Byrd
Paper Doll – The Mills Brothers
What Are You Doing New Year’s Eve 
— Diana Krall
Same Old Lang Syne — Dan Fogelberg

Boulangerie Spreads Loads of Love 
with its "Loaves of Love"

"Talk about an awesome community. 
These purchases obviously helped those in need but I am not sure 

if the community truly understands how these loaves have kept the 
bakery financially safe and our staff employed as well. 

We are very grateful."
– Michelle McGuire 

Mainers Helping Mainers
– A Congdon's Tradition

“This year we’ve
collected more gifts
under our Christmas
Giving Tree than ever 
before, which means a 

lot of local families are 
going to have a
happy holiday.”

– Gary Leech,
owner of Congdon’s 

Restaurant
and Bakery
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by Dana Pearson
Laura Dolce has been at the helm of the Kennebunk-

Kennebunkport-Arundel Chamber of Commerce since 
January 2015, but it’s safe to say she’s never worked as 
hard as she has in 2020.

“Since March 13, our phone has never stopped ring-
ing,” said Dolce. “For months, there were some people 
I’d speak with every single day.”

Though traditionally a cheerleader for the business 
community, Dolce, as Executive Director, has played the 
role of consigliere during this year of Covid-19, when 
shops and restaurants across the country have been deci-
mated by understandably low attendance. She’s had to 
be attuned to the ever-changing guidelines coming from 
Augusta and Washington, D.C., funneling them to the ap-
proximately 520 chamber members, and often explaining 
them one-on-one to concerned business owners caught 
in the lousy predicament of adhering to restrictive safety 
rules while trying to stay afloat financially.

Dolce said that in a recent survey, it was found that 
“more than 50 percent of [Maine] chambers [of com-
merce] have had to lay off staff and cut hours, with many 
down to just a director. We are so pleased we haven’t 
had to do it.”

She gives major kudos to her colleagues, Membership 
& Tourism Manager Alaina LeBlanc Tridente and Events 
& Marketing Manager Laura Snyder Smith, explaining 
that their workloads have overlapped more than usual 
this year. “Laura and Alaina are taking the calls, too,” 
said Dolce, eager to share credit for the chamber’s efforts. 
“It’s never just me.”

With an insane amount of information coming their 
way from so many sources, Dolce said chamber members 
“needed someone to pick through it all, and give them 
the bullet points.” That’s where Dolce’s journalism back-
ground has proved helpful, as she considers the era of 
Covid-19 (to date) “a nine-month breaking news event.” 
As Tridente put it, Dolce “has an uncanny ability to take 
all this information and make it digestible.”

She’s been cranking out one newsletter after another 
this year, to the point she was certain people would 
grow sick and tired of them. Come to find, they had the 
opposite effect. 

“The more we sent, the more they opened them,” said 
Dolce, “and the more feedback we received.” 

Dolce, who also serves on the Kennebunk Commu-
nity Reengagement Task Force and the Kennebunkport 
Hospitality Task Force, said she has had to bone up on 
her technology skills this year, what with means of com-
munication having changed.

“Once all this started, we’ve had twice weekly Zoom 
meetings with every chamber of commerce in the state,” 
she said, “so that we can catch up on the issues.” She’s 
also stayed on top of things for her members by engaging 
in weekly Zoom sessions with the Maine Department of 
Economic and Community Development. The chamber’s 
online presence has increased, featuring first-time virtual 
events like its annual dinner and Christmas Prelude.

Dolce and her team still have challenges ahead, what 
with winter 
coming and 
the PPP funds 
h a v i n g  r u n 
dry. But armed 
with the lat-
e s t  k n o w l -
edge and the 
wherewithal 
to distribute it 
to their mem-
bers,  they’ll 
make the best 
of a tough situ-
ation.

by Faith Gillman
Good ideas can strike anytime or any-

where. For the Kennebunk, Kennebunk-
port and Arundel Chamber of Commerce 
the inspiration for the organization’s 
“Little Pantry” originated on Facebook. 
The pantry, located on the porch of the 
chamber’s headquarters on Water Street in 
Kennebunk since the fall of 2016, offers free 
food and personal care items for people in 
need in the community. 

When Laura Dolce, Executive Director 
of the Chamber, was tagged on Facebook 
in a shared story about little pantries pop-
ping up around the country she thought, 
“what a cool idea.”

“I read the article and loved the idea be-
hind it,” she said. “I thought it would be a 
good thing to have in our own community. 
We all know there is a need but you don’t 
always see it.”

Dolce enlisted help from the community 
to get the project off the ground. She turned 
to Kate Mastrangelo, marketing manager 
for Huston & Company, (an Arundel com-
pany that produces high quality wood 
furnishings), to see if owner Bill Huston 
would be interested in helping.

“Kate chatted with him and he gave 
us his support, offering to donate the cabinet for the pantry,” said Dolce. “He did all 
the research about what materials would work; the wood that would hold up to the 
elements, what to use for doors. The Plexiglass for the doors warms up the cabinet 
during the day and keeps items from freezing at night. He did so much work, he was 
amazing. He made this beautiful thing and placed it here.”

The pantry has been well received and embraced by the community.
“It has been an eye-opener to us,” said Dolce. “First, to see the need out there and 

second, the tremendous support that comes from the community.”
The Chamber maintains a closet inside the building for overflow items and to en-

sure the pantry is well-stocked. Donations come in all shapes and sizes, from a case of 
canned goods to a package of cookies.  The organization has found that snacks for kids 
and peanut butter are items needed daily. Dolce said there is a wish list on Amazon 
for the pantry to help donors know what is needed.

“We are serving both food-insecure folks and the homeless in our community. 
Besides food, we stock diapers, adult diapers and other personal care items. We try 
to tuck little holiday items in there when appropriate at Easter, Christmas and other 
times. Sometimes a gift card or two,” said Dolce. “It has been a learning situation for 
us. Some folks who use the pantry come inside to thank us and to talk to us about their 
needs. Others are more comfortable utilizing it after hours, at night.”

Dolce is quick to point out that the pantry would not be possible without volunteers 
and community partners.

“We have volunteers in the office every day. We have been lucky to have partners 
in this, as well. In 2019, the Kennebunk Farmers Market supplied produce,” said Dolce. 
“And we’re happy to partner with Kennebunk’s General Assistance office to purchase 
vouchers that folks can use at the farmers market. Community members have stepped 
up to make regular contributions, both in items and money, which we keep totally 
separate from the Chamber. Everything that comes in for the little pantry goes to the 
little pantry. We are so proud of this effort. It really serves an ever-growing need in 
our community.”

FMI: To donate, visit the chamber at 16 Water St., Kennebunk, or call 207-967-0857

A handcrafted wood cabinet, constructed 
and donated by Huston & Co, houses pantry 
items. Photo by Faith Gillman

Chamber of Commerce 
– Helping Businesses 

Through Trying Times

"Little Pantry" Serves Neighbors in Need

Old Vines Wine Bar:
Mastering the Art of the PivotMastering the Art of the Pivot

Among the most creative when it came 
to adapting to an uprecedented year was 
Kennebunk's Old Vines Wine Bar. From 
tents to take-out, from a winter market to 
cocktails to go, Old Vines maneuvered 
their way through 2020 with vim, vigor 
and endless creativity.
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by Valerie Marier
“I love to help people,” Kennebunkport resident Lesa Kraft Ange-

los says. And indeed she does, 12 months of the year.
Lesa sponsors a child in Africa “because my heart aches when I see 

the impoverished conditions children live in.” She’s on the frontline 
when her local Rotary (“I’m a Rotarian first and foremost!”) under-
takes a fundraiser, such as selling oranges and grapefruit to plump 
the club’s Charitable Fund.

She’s co-founder, along with Heidi Maynard and Tom Bradbury, 
of CS3:  Community Strong, Character Strong, Children Strong. “This 
started when we discovered the underlying poverty right here in 
the Kennebunks, that so many school children needed clothing and 
food,” she says. Over the past two years, through donations from local 
non-profits and contributions garnered at fundraisers, Lesa and her 
committee have arranged for 40 children to attend summer camp at 
Parks & Rec, bought new outfits for the first day of school, and held 
Christmas parties for children in need.

Currently Lesa is facilitating the delivery of 300 books written by 
her son Houston Kraft, a speaker, trainer and international kindness 
advocate.  She says, “We are giving Houston’s book, Deep Kindness, 
to all teachers in RSU-21, hoping to make this district the first in 
Maine to be completely 
Character Strong.” 

Dedicated and selfless, 
Lesa is quick to say: “It’s 
not all me, it’s so many 
others.” Yes, maybe, 
but our community is 
fortunate to have even 

one Lesa 
Kraft.

Left to right, Tom Bradbury, Lesa Kraft 
Angelos, Dr. Terri Cooper (Superintendent of 
RSU 21) and Heidi Maynard

Sandy Gnidziejko, Manager
sgnidzie@maine.rr.com

LITTLE RIVER 
ANTIQUES & ESTATE SALES, LLC

207-751-6466

Estate Liquidation Sale!
Public Welcome!

An Estate Sale Extravaganza!
At the Historic and Iconic

Captain Lord Mansion
Kennebunkport’s only

AAA Four-Diamond bed and breakfast

January 8, 9 & 10, 2021
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

9 AM-3 PM daily
(Snow date – the following weekend)

January 7, 2021
Ticketed Preview and Sales Reception

Captain Lord Mansion, 2-4 PM

6,100 + sq. ft.  -   4 floors  -  20 rooms
Period antiques to contemporary furnishings
Area rugs, linens, collectibles, lamps, mirrors

Complete gift shop contents & extensive art collection
Complete listing and 400+ photos

www.antiquesandestatesalesme.com

to all teachers in RSU-21, hoping to make this district the first in 

Chez Rosa Opens with Tenacity and Grace

Here's to Chez Rosa and all the 
businesses that opened in the middle 

of a pandemic!

Lesa Kraft Angelos:
A Christmas Angel All Year Long by Valerie Marier

When chef Kyle Robinson and his wife Yazmin Saraya Jean decided to 
open their French bistro in Kennebunkport, they never imagined a world-
wide pandemic would prove more challenging than baking  a cheese souffle 
that rated five stars from Michelin.

After a year planning menus, selecting glassware, and overseeing the 
reconstruction of the former Bandaloop restaurant off Dock Square, they 
invited family members across the country for the early April evening 
of their “soft opening.” But then, every local restaurant shut their doors 
because of COVID-19.

Take-out became a viable option. “We focused on comfort French food 
that would travel and reheat well,” Yazmin said. “We used to-go containers 
that are compostable because the environment is one of our core philoso-
phies.”  The new proprietors adhered to the Kennebunkport Promise and 
kept strict protocols to protect their staff, continuously re-evaluating and 
improving restaurant procedures.

Now, seven months later, “We keep trying to be creative and come up 
with different offerings,” Yazmin says. “We probably wouldn’t be here 
today if it weren’t for the generous owners of Abacus who offered their 
courtyard for outdoor dining this past summer. We are forever thankful.”

Through it all, Kyle and Yazmin felt support from the community 
“that helped us stay afloat.” Neigh-
bors, locals and other business own-
ers “made the difference.” Despite 
the difficult months, Yazmin says, 
“Our staff remained positive about 
everything that came our way and 
truly believed and supported what 
we are doing.” 

Their fervent hope is to welcome 
you inside Chez Rosa for a classic 
French dinner.  Until then, Kyle 
says, “It’s been a hard crazy year 
but we feel positive and grateful.”

Chez Rosa, 2 Ocean Avenue Dock 
Square; FMI call 204-0183 or email 
ky.rosa16@gmail.com 
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REED’S 
ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBES

1773 Post Road, (Rte.1), Wells
Exit 19, Maine Turnpike, left on Rte. 1

Open daily year-round 
207-646-8010 

*Closed December 24 & 25

FINE FURNITURE:
Dressers, Chairs, Commodes,

Tables • LIGHTING • PRIMITIVES:
Tools, Buckets, Country Items • 

DINNERWARE: Fiesta, Franciscan, 
English Bone China • POTTERY: 

Roseville, Rookwood, Dedham, Weller 
FINE PORCELAIN AND CHINA • 

TOYS: Trains, Tin, Dolls, Wind-Up, 
Cast Iron • EPHEMERA: Trade Cards, 

Postcards, Advertising • GLASS: 
Depression, Pattern, Elegant, Art • 

JEWELRY: Estate, Costume, Designer 
• ART: Nutting, Davidson, Parish, 

Thompson, OOC • BOOKS: Vintage 
Children’s Books, Reference, Novels • 
COLLECTIBLES: Hummels, Bisque, 

Bronzes, Royal Doulton • DECORATOR 
ITEMS: Andirons, Fireplace Tools, 

Brackets, Stands • SILVER: Sterling, 
Plate, Flatware, Holloware • CURRENCY: 

Coins, Paper, Gold • MILITARIA:
Civil War – WW II • AUTOMOTIVE: 

License Plates, Plate Toppers, 
Air Pumps, Signs

AND MUCH MORE!

80+ Dealers
Something for everyone! 

by Jo O’Connor
Just about everyone in Kennebunkport 

knows or has heard of Carol Cook. She’s the 
no-nonsense, stoic and cogent force, who, 
for 39 years, has been running the success-
ful Parks & Recreation department in the 
quaint coastal village.

Before taking over the Parks & Rec-
reation leadership in 1981, Cook loved 
playing in her childhood neighborhood 
of Scarborough. She would venture on to 
earn a bachelor’s degree in Recreation and 
Leisure Services from University of Maine at Presque Isle, while working 
in her hometown recreation department each of her college summers. For 
college internships, she worked in Portland’s Parks & Recreation depart-
ment and the Old Town YMCA. Loaded with this relevant experience, 
she knew she wanted to work in with a small community.

“When I came to Kennebunkport, I heard the three previous, over 
six years, didn’t stay too long. For me, it was a chance to work with a 
community, put a mark on something and create meaningful program-
ming,” said Cook.

For nearly four decades, Cook has affected the lives of thousands of 
kids with numerous and expanding and evolving curricula, including 
the ever-popular youth soccer and basketball programs. In November 
2018, a new Parks & Recreation building was erected on the Consolidated 
School’s Parsons Field. The town unveiled the “Carol Cook Community 
Room,” a 900 sq. ft. activities space within the new 2,699 square-foot 
center.

“I certainly have seen many changes in the demographics here as well 
as the increasing demands on the town. I have also seen the evolution 
of recreation programming. With the development of the new building, 
the department has been able to expand its offerings keeping us a viable 
operation. Of course, I could not do this without a talented staff of creative 
and hardworking individuals.”

Cook’s legacy of programming includes robust after-school and sum-
mer programs, school vacation activities, Chalk Fest, Tai Chi, Zumba and 
the overall coordination of the Consolidated Christmas Prelude Craft 
Fair. She also spearheaded effective events during COVID-19 including 
monthly senior meals, a Halloween drive through at the Kennebunk-
port Conservation Trust, Summer Concert Series/Car Hop and full-day 
childcare/educational assistance.

For all of her 39 years, she was a member of the Maine Parks and 
Recreation Association, including a two-year stint the president as well 
as holding many other executive positions.

While you may still see Cook involved with the senior trips, on the 
pickleball court or coordinating the Christmas Prelude Craft Fair, she is 
also interested in staying involved with other opportunities in the area. 
In retirement, she will be spending more time with her husband Steve, 
her sons Nathan and Jeremiah, and her daughter-in-law Monique and 
her new four-month old grandson, August.

To honor her service, the town is creating the Carol Cook Garden sur-
rounding the new facility, which will feature native species. If you are 
interested in helping to honor her service, you can mail your donation 
to Carol Cook Garden, P.O. Box 566, Kennebunkport, Maine 04046, or 
drop it off at Town Hall or Parks & Recreation. 

Wrapping up 39 Years
 of Dedicated Service 

Here's to the count-
less local restaurants 
who rose to the chal-
lenge in 2020 by cre-
atively adapting to an 
ever-changing dining 
climate. And extra ku-
dos for displaying un-
abashed cheer  this holi-
day season!

Just look at Ken-
nebunk's Batson River 
Brewing & Distillery 
and its festive Trail of 
Lights decor. Thank you 
for putting a smile on 
the face of every pass-
erby.

Batson River and Other Eateries
Remain Steadfastly Upbeat
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Hors d' Oeuvres: 1 Dozen Min.
Mini Maine Crab Cakes with Lemon Dill Aioli 

Maple Glazed Scallops Wrapped in Applewood Smoked Bacon 
Coconut Shrimp w/Sweet Chile Dipping Sauce 

Jumbo Poached Shrimp w/ Spicy Cocktail Sauce 
Mini Beef Wellingtons 

Hot Artichoke & Spinach Dip w/ Crackers 
Smoked Salmon Platter - 1Lb. min., Crème Fraiche, Capers, Red Onion & Cocktail Rye 

Fruit & Cheese Platters w/Assorted Crackers 
Soups

Roasted Chestnut & Pear Bisque 
Roasted Butternut Squash & Apple Soup

Entrees
Whole Roasted Beef Tenderloin – Horseradish Crème OR Red Wine Reduction 

Whole Turkey Brined & Herb Roasted  OR Roast Turkey Breast 
Maple Bourbon Glazed Country Ham 

Sides
Garlic & Goat Cheese Potatoes Au Gratin 
Sweet Potatoes & Maple Cream Au Gratin

Twice Baked Potatoes w/ Apple Wood Smoked Bacon, Cheddar & Chives
Sautéed Haricot Verte w/ Roasted Shallots 

Herb Roasted Root Vegetables (Beets, Parsnips, Carrots & Squash) 
Maple Glazed Brussel Sprouts with Applewood Smoked Bacon 

Cauliflower Au Gratin 
Lasagnas: Full Pan (Serves 10-14 Guests, Half pan Serves 4)

Seafood (Crab, Shrimp & Scallop); Chicken & Artichoke $65.00,
Beef & Sausage; Butternut Squash & Caramelized Onion $60.00 

Roasted Vegetable $50.00
Mac 'n' Cheese: Full pan (Serves 10 – 14 Guests, half pan pan serves 4)

Classic Creamy Cheese Truffled OR Fresh Maine Lobster Mac

Bakery:
Salt & Pepper  Bread & Rolls, French Baguette,

Holiday Cookies & Dessert Bar Platters ; Pies: Pumpkin , Pecan, Fruit
Individual Chocolate Molten Lava Cakes 

Sweetie Pies Hand Decorated Holiday Cookies in Cello Bag w/ Ribbon 
New York Cheese Cake with Strawberry Topping

Breakfast & Brunch
Quiches: Spinach Florentine; Bacon & Mushroom; Ham & Cheddar;

Tomato, Basil & Gorgonzola 
Baked French Toast: Tri -Berry  or Crème Brulee

Housemade Scones, Muffins & Coffee Cakes
Fresh Fruit Salad w/Mint 

Platter of Mini Bagels with Smoked Salmon 
Holiday Hours:

Open Daily 7am-7pm, Sundays Close at 6:00pm
OPEN Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24th 7am-2pm, 

CLOSED Christmas Day, Friday, December 25th & Saturday, Dec 26
OPEN  New Years Eve, Thursday, December 31. Closed New Years Day, January 1st

Please call 207.967.1150 to place your order |www.capeporpoisekitchen.com

Holiday
Menu
2020

1 Mills Road
Cape Porpoise

Maine
When the shut-down first began (for 

what we all must have thought would be a 
few weeks), Alisson's didn't skip a beat and 
immediately shifted to all take-out. 

"Our staff was amazing at adapting and 
coming up with best practices that made 
the experience flawless for our guests," said 
Operations Manager Ashley Padget. "We 
were fortunate to already have an online 
ordering system set up and running, which 
was a huge bonus for us," said Padget, "but 
we did have to get used to the new volume 
of take-out." 

Sales remain about 40% curbside to-go, 
and Padget expects this to continue for 
some time. "The town was very proactive 
and generous," said Padget. "They offered 
us the parking spots out front as designated 
curbside, which has bee a lifesaver."

For the first time in Alisson's 47 year his-
tory, service also moved outdoors and into a 
tent – with water view. "We tried to stay as 
involved as we could in everything COVID 
related," said Padget, "– going to meetings 
with the town manager and Chamber of 
Commerce, helping create the Kennebunk-
port Promise, attending Zoom webinars…
anything and everything we could do to 
stay informed, volunteer our time, and help 
other local businesses."

As yet another example of innovation, 
Alisson's is currently working on a collabo-
ration with some Portland restaurants to do 
pop-ups at Alisson’s – and Alisson's will do 
some at their restaurants as well. 

"The positive out of all of this is how 
much our staff and I  have learned to accept 
things as they come," said Padget. "At first 
it felt like we were just scrambling all over 
the place, but over time, we have learned 
to strategize and make a game plan for 
the 'what ifs.'" Serving the community has 
always been one of Alisson's' biggest pri-
orities. "Although times are a little tougher 
right now," said Padget, "we continue to 
donate to COS, Community Harvest, and 
we have partnered with the Town of Ken-
nebunkport Public Assistance Fund for the 
Trail of Lights."

The biggest news of all: Alisson's will be  
staying open straight through the winter! 
"For many years we have closed in Janu-
ary," said Padget, "but this year, because of 
so many customer comments asking us to 
stay open, telling us how much they rely 
on us, we are not closing! We will remain 
open 7 days a week right through the year!"

Alisson's Restaurant:
Innovation in Action 

"Our staff has been the key to making it work, 
and they've shined. They deserve almost all of the 

credit. The town deserves the rest.
Again, the town manager and selectmen pulled 

through for us." – Ashley Padget

Port Hardware

Rte. 35  •  Kennebunk Lower Village  •  207- 967-2371

Mon. – Sat.  8-5
Sun.  9-1

Paint

December Bargains
Grabber
Handwarmers
$5.99

Black Oil
Sunflower 

Seed
20 Lbs.

$9.99

Alisson's Restaurant:
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By Faith Gillman
For Tom McNamara, 

simple things bring the 
most pleasure. Like watch-
ing kids play outside. 

“We had slews of kids 
in our backyard all the 
time,” said McNamara. 
“Just watching our kids 
grow up and having so 
much fun doing the simple 
things was the best.”

M c N a m a r a ’ s  t h r e e 
sons, Tommy, Connor and 
Gavin, could always be 
found outside playing a 
game of some sort, with 
each other and friends. 

So, when Community 
Strong, Character Strong, 
Children Strong (CS-3)—a 
group formed within the 
Kennebunk Rotary that 
partners with others to 
help kids in Kennebunk, 
Kennebunkport and Arun-
del—asked if he would 
be interested in getting 
involved, the answer was 

continued on
next page

a resounding yes.
McNamara heads up 

The Tommy McNamara 
Charitable Foundation 
(TMCF), founded in 2013 
to pay tribute to his son 
Tommy, who died in an 
accident in 2012. 

“Our mission is to raise 
funds to allow TMCF to 
build recreational and 
athletic facilities, and to 
support programs which 
encourage the youth in our 
community to participate 
in sports and outdoor ac-
tivities,” said McNamara.

In 2019 alone, the foun-
dation provided funds 
for many groups, includ-
ing $3,500 each to Ken-
nebunk, Kennebunkport 
and Arundel recreation de-
partments, $21,000 to Ken-
nebunk Youth Football for 
state-of-the-art helmets, a 
$5,000 donation to support 
CS-3, and more than $7,000 
to support the “Special 

Surfers” program. TMCF 
also gave $15,100 toward 
the Kennebunk Elemen-
tary PTA – ADA compliant 
playground. 

The anchor of TMCF 
is the Tommy McNamara 
Wiffle Ball Field in Ken-
nebunk’s Lower Village. 
But in 2020, opportunities 
for group activities were 
not as plentiful, so TMCF 
was happy to step up to 
help get kids outdoors.

The foundation helped 
support of this summer’s 
“Cool  Bus” program, 
which distributed sports 
equipment, such as wiffle 
balls, plastic bats, frisbees, 
and foam footballs, along 
with toys and games for 
children.

And when the school 
year began, local schools 
reached out to CS-3 for 
help in keeping kids ac-
tive, especially those learn-
ing remotely. The idea of 

“recess bags” was 
born.

“When Lesa 
(Kraft Angelos) 
came to us with 
the  recess  bag 
idea we wanted to 
help,” said McNa-
mara. “How can 
you say no to Lesa, 
Tasha Pinkham 
( K e n n e b u n k ’ s 
Park and Rec Di-
rector) and all the 
other great folks 
involved with CS-
3?  They have so 
much energy and 
commitment to 
help kids in our 
community.”

Community partnerships support local kids

1 Trackside Drive  |  Kennebunk  |  207-985-1999
www.oldhouseparts.com

Antique
Architectural Salvage

Lorem ipsum

Open 7 days a week

THE
OLD HOUSE

PARTS CO.

Kraft Angelos said CS-
3’s work is “seeing a need, 
tackling a need and reach-
ing out for support to fulfill 
that need.” And that need 
has grown because of the 
pandemic.

"Any time, but espe-
cially in this Covid time, 
when kids are at home and 
isolated and dealing with 
so many different stresses, 
what we are doing now 
[with recess bags] is giving 
them an outlet; something 
to get them outside. It is 
more important now than 
ever,” said Rotarian Heidi 
Maynard, who has been 
active with CS-3 since the 
beginning. “It’s hard at 
home for them and it is so 
important to provide some-
thing for them to do—to 
provide some hope.”

Sur Rioux, along with 
Kyle Matthews, serves as 
a community liaison for 
TMCF.

“We field funding re-
quest from groups and in-
dividuals and bring it back 
to our board,” she said. 
“Helping CS-3 aligns with 
our mission statement; to 
support youth with sport-
ing activities.”

McNamara sees CS-3 
as a “strong ally within 
our community working 
to support needy families. 
We were initially working 
with Kennebunk, but in 
our work with CS-3 have 
learned more about needs 
across the board and have 
increased annual funding 

Reclaim It!
Brought to you by
Old House Parts

Antique architectural salvage is not only very 
attractive, exquisitely crafted, and a source for 
unlimited creativity, it also contains volumes 
of embodied energy: the total sum of energy 
consumed to produce a given product.  And it’s 
FUN.  Sometimes folks aren’t sure how to use it.  
Meet us here each issue for inspiration on how 
to use architectural salvage to add character and 
sustainability to your life.

Antique architectural salvage Christmas 
tree ornaments make great gifts and will add 
warmth and character to your own holiday dé-
cor.  Affordable and easy to make… just add a 
hook!  Here are some ornaments from our tree.  
These are some simple examples, but there is no 
limit to the creative ideas!

We’ve seen it all so contact us any time to dis-
cuss the possibilities that lie ahead for you and 

architectural salvage! 
Wanderers and explor-
ers welcome.

South Coast Senior College Offers Zoom Classes at Home
by Valerie Marier

When the first coronavirus cases were recorded in south-
ern Maine last April, South Coast Senior College was already 
up-and-running with Zoom classes so that students could 
learn Beginning Guitar, Life Story Writing or a myriad of 
topics in the comfort — and socially-distant safety — of their 
living room. Located on the York County Community Col-
lege in Wells, but even closer on a computer screen, SCSC 
rose to the COVID challenge in other ways. 

Several months ago they introduced an online catalog 
called “coursestorm.” This catalog lists all the SCSC classes, 
plus offering online registration. (Registration assistance is 
also available by emailing southcoastseniorcollege@gmail.

com or calling 207-
274-3105.)

The winter semester starts January 5. Although the school 
does not usually offer courses in January and February, their 
Board decided SCSC needed to stay connected to reduce isolation 
due to the pandemic. As a result, numerous FREE presentations 
are available on Zoom, including Drawing a Bird, Skin Care for 
Mature Skin, Winter Music, Book Club, Lobster Tales, Tech Tips 
From the Cloud, among others.

The Spring semester will rev up in March with another 
tempting array of courses taught by a voluntary and creden-
tialed faculty. Rest assured: at SCSC, there are no pop quizzes 
or exam angst. The focus is on the joy of learning and, during 
the pandemic, the ability to do that safely. Check it out at south-
coast-senior-college.coursestorm.com.   

   Above right: The scene here shows a class about the rise and fall of the 
Ottoman Empire. Today, due ot the pandemic, their classes are all on 
Zoom. Photo by Val Marier. At left: Bruce Bjork has taught guitar for 
nearly three decades. He’s shown here in his class (“Beginning Guitar”) 
at South Coast Senior College. Photo by South Coast Senior College. 

Recess bags waiting to be delivered to students in the Kennebunks 
and Arundel. Photo by Patrick McCarthy
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and extended the support 
to Kennebunkport and 
Arundel as well.”

For 2020, according to 
McNamara, the TMCF 
Board of Directors has 
pledged to “double down” 
on supporting the com-
munity, especially those 
families hardest hit by 
the economic challenges 
brought on by Covid. The 
goal is to contribute a total 
of $50,000 to programs that 
will “help lift the spirits of 
local youths and provide 
a source of recreation to 
those who have endured 
significant hardships as a 
result of the pandemic.” 

Those contributions in-
clude $5,000 each to Ken-
nebunk, Kennebunkport 
and Arundel Park and 
Recreation Departments, 
$5,000 to The Hope Trails 
in Kennebunk for access 
improvement to trails and 
more than $9,000 for the 
CS-3 Recess Bag project.

“This has been a very 
difficult year economi-
cally for many in our com-
munity, largely based on 
Covid 19 impacts. The cir-
cumstances have placed 
significant burdens on par-
ents to deal with keeping 
kids isolated and having 
to work tirelessly at sup-
porting remote learning,” 
said McNamara. “CS-3 
approached us to partner 
with them. We decided to 
help because we felt this 
program, in a small way, 
could make a difference 
in the everyday lives of 
the children and teachers, 
and hopefully bring some 
added joy and laughter to 
the recess periods.”

The partnership with 
CS-3 and the work of the 
Tommy McNamara Foun-
dation is important to 
McNamara on a personal 
level.

“Several of the key 
folks leading CS3 are close 
friends of the McNamara 

family, and some of my 
favorite people. They care 
deeply for this commu-
nity and their selfless work 
comes straight from the 
heart,” he said. “The work 
of the foundation is very 
important because we have 

With donations from Kennebunk Rotary and the CS3 Connection, the Tommy McNamara 
Charitable Foundation, Kennebunk, Kennebunkport and Arundel Parks and Recreation 
Departments and the Kennebunkport Conservation Trust, the “Cool Bus” summer program 
was able to deliver fun and games to 54 local kids from 26 families for six weeks during 
a summer when many camps and traditional activities for kids were canceled. Pictured: 
Jennifer Shea, Lesa Kraft Angelos, Heidi Maynard and Kim Chilton. Courtesy photo

Tommy McNamara Charitable Foundation logo. Courtesy 
photo. FMI: Facebook: “CS3 Connection a partnership of 
community leaders” and www.tommymacfoundation.com 

raised funds from generous 
people in the community 
with a commitment to put 
the funds to use in positive 
ways to make a difference 
in people’s lives. It is criti-
cal that that the Board of 
TMCF is accountable for 

making good decisions 
and putting dollars to work 
where they can really help.

TMCF was established 
as a living tribute to our 
son Tommy, who also 
cared very deeply for his 
many close friends and the 
families of Kennebunk - 
Kennebunkport and Arun-
del. I know that Tommy 
would be proud to know 
that some of the donations 
made in his name are go-
ing towards supporting 
the goals of Community 
Strong, Character Strong 
and Children Strong within 
our beautiful community.”

Above and Beyond at 
Mail-It Unlimited

in Kennebunk
"I can attest to you and your staff's incredible 
integrity and commitment to doing the right 
thing. You have literally saved numerous 
customers thousands upon tens of thousands 
of dollars from scams at the expense of your 
own sales. Rather than pushing through pack-
ages to make money, you spend time with 
customers and make sure they are safe, know 
what they are doing and even have the difficult 
conversations to protect them. I brag about you 
every chance I get because I’m am so thank-
ful that we are in the same community and 
working together to protect people. You are all 
tireless advocates of ‘doing the right thing even 
when it doesn’t feel right’! That’s the quote we 
say about every case we tackle together. Thank 
you, very much for all you do and who you 
are!" – Officer Simeoni, Kennebunk

This wonderful and active museum has not let a worldwide 
pandemic thwart its mission: keeping history alive and relevant in 
the Kennebunks. Instead of cancelling popular “in person” events, 
such as the October All Soul’s Walk through Hope Cemetery and 
the December Holiday Candlelight Stroll celebrating Christmas and 
Hanukkah traditions, both walking tours were offered “virtually.” 
Additionally, a monthly podcast known as The Brick podcast focuses 
on the past and present culture of the Kennebunks. Located at 117 
Main Street, the museum is open Tuesday-Sundays for exhibit tours; 
call 985-4802 for hours.

Keeping History Alive at the 
Brick Store Museum

Coffee Roasters
of the Kennebunks

– Serving Community
with a Smile 

It's not only the $1 cup of coffee, 40+ years 
roasting experience, yummy edibles and gift 
items that make Coffee Roasters so special. It's  
also the fact that this coffee shop is communi-
ty-minded, always 
supporting creative 
local initiatives and 
events. Thank you 
for being a true com-
munity coffee shop! 
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Send questions to rsimon@legacysir.com

Randal Simon has been a real estate broker for over 30 years. His column was in 
the Portland Press Herald for many years; he is now pleased to be participating 
locally in Tourist & Town. 

The prominent and state-
ly Captain Lord Mansion 
located in Kennebunkport 
will be selling off its con-
tents in early January. Lark 
Hotels purchased one of 
New England’s most highly 
respected and lauded bed 
& breakfast inns earlier this 
year, making it the most 
expensive hotel purchased 
in the Kennebunks. 

It plans to make sweep-
ing improvements and 
renovations and re-open 
the inn in the spring of 2021. 

Little River Antiques & 
Estate Sales, York County’s 

largest estate sales com-
pany, will be handling the 
liquidation of the contents 
on January 8-10, 2021. A 
ticketed preview and sales 
reception will be held at the 
inn on Thursday, January 7 
from 2-4 PM.

Built in 1814, the Captain 
Lord Mansion is a 6,100+ 
square foot gracious Fed-
eral-style property with 
historic elegance atop the 
town’s sloping village green 
overlooking the Kennebunk 
River. It is the only AAA 
Four-Diamond bed and 
breakfast in Kennebunk-

port  and i s 
listed on the 
National Reg-
ister of Historic 
Places. 

The prop-
erty houses 16 
well-appoint-
ed suites with 
an  ad jacent 
carriage house, 
guest house 
and  garden 
house. 

It is part of 
the Lark Ho-
tel’s Captain’s 

Collection, which also in-
cludes the Captain Fairfield 
Inn (recently renovated) 
and the Captain Jefferd’s 
Inn and the Maine Stay Inn 
& Cottages (in June, Little 
River Estate Sales conduct-
ed a successful three-day 
estate sale on the latter 
two properties that was at-
tended by former First Lady 
Laura Bush).

“This is a chance for 
shoppers to own a piece of 
history. We are delighted 
to again partner with the 
Lark Hotels group and 
the Captain’s Collection 
to offer the community 
high-quality antiques and 
historic merchandise. Cus-
tomers can expect to safely 
shop throughout the man-
sion with strictly enforced 
COVID-compliance regula-
tions in place,” said Sandy 
Gnidziejko, co-owner of 
Little River Antiques & 
Estate Sales.

The early January sale 
will feature period antiques 
to contemporary furnish-
ings, area rugs, linens, up-
holstered furniture, col-
lectibles, lamps, mirrors, 

Historic Captain Lord Mansion in Kennebunkport to sell its contents in January
– Little River Antiques & Estate Sales to host one-of-a-kind estate sale –

Q:  We had several brokers come through our place, as we are con-
sidering downsizing this coming year. One of the folks recommended 
that we have an inspection done before we put it on the market. This 
seems like kind of a waste of money to us as it is something that the 
buyer will do no matter what we do. Just curious about your thoughts 
on this, as we truly don’t see the wisdom in it.    Earl and Robin

A:  Yes, you are correct. Your buyer will likely do one, no mat-
ter whether you have had an inspection or not. That is not really the 
point. The reason for you to do it is that if there are issues that need 
attention (and there usually are), it can be helpful if you tend to them 
on your own before the buyer is involved. Yes, you have spent money 
on the inspection but you may be able to save money on curing the 
issues that come up without the buyer being involved. If the issue is 
cured and it is serious enough, having it repaired can keep your buyer 
in the transaction as there are times that they will walk away from a 
problem if it is serious. No guarantees, it’s kind of a flip of the coin.

Q:  Getting ready to sell. Not sure when the best time to put the 
place on the market might be. I know it has been a pretty wild ride for 
real estate this year, but is that going to continue through the winter 
and into the spring? I just want to put it on the market at the best time.  
Thx, Marcus

A:  This is a question that all sellers are asking right now. I recom-
mend that you have your broker do an analysis for you as to market 
activity at this time for properties in your price range. That will give 
you a sense of what is happening now and help you make a decision. 
As to the spring market, it is really hard to know, as there are so many 
factors that are impacting the market and the economy. It is really 

something that we will not know for sure 
until we are closer to it.

Q:  We are going to be buying a sec-
ond home up here in the next while. Just 
wondering what you recommend as the 
best way to check on the house that we 
buy from away, as it I know that we need to stay on top of the heat, 
water, and security of the house. Friends of mine have had electronic 
systems installed that monitor all those things. Curious as to if you 
think that is an adequate system.  Fred and Andrea

A:  It really depends on what you are comfortable with. Certainly 
the technology side of things is growing and getting better. We also 
have a number of folks who you can hire to check on the house on 
a regular basis to ensure that all is safe and functioning. They do a 
good job. And then there are those homeowners who have both the 
technology installed and the property manager to check the place. I 
would explore all the options and then make a decision that gives you 
a sense of safety and security. 

 
Randal Simon
Legacy Properties Sotheby’s International Realty
150 Port Rd, Kennebunk, ME 04043
(C) 207-590-9656 | (O) 207-967-0934

complete gift shop contents 
and an extensive fine art 
collection. 

This is one event not to 
miss. Mark your calendars! 
Friday to Sunday, January 
8-10, from 9 AM to 3 PM. 
The Captain Lord Man-
sion is located at 6 Pleas-
ant Street, Kennebunkport, 
Maine. 

FMI, contact 
Sandy Gnid-
ziejko at sgnid-
z i e @ m a i n e .
rr.com or visit 
antiquesand -
estatesalesme.
com for a com-
plete listing and 
more than 400 
photos. 

Above: The Captain Lord Mansion. Below: Just a few of the treasures waiting to be sold at 
this one-of-a-kind estate sale. 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8-4
163 POrt rOAD, KENNEbuNK • 207-967-8304

BEST cup of coffee ONLY $1

cOffEE rOAStED ON thE PrEmiSES
- WE'vE bEEN rOAStiNg cOffEE fOr 40 YEArS - 

COFFEE ROASTERSOF THE
KENNEBUNKS

COFFEE • TEA • SPICE

Thank you to my 
customers for 
your support!

Best cup of coffee and cold brew in town.
Grab-and-go breakfast and lunch sandwiches.

by Steve Hrehovcik
Danie Connolly came up to Kennebunk in 

1994 for a weekend “escape” from the restau-
rant and special event company she owned 
in Massachusetts. She looked around and 
like what she saw and thought, “This would 
be a great place to open my art studio.” Her 
inspiration for art began from her 5th grade 
teacher in Peabody, Massachusetts, where 
she grew up. 

Connolly describes herself as self-taught 
artist and believes she has amassed more art 
books than a local library. Her love of photog-
raphy emerged at an early age, working for 
a photographer retouching negatives - long 
before digital.

When she settled in Maine, it would not 
take long for Connolly to use her instinct for 
art and organization skills, plus her spirit 
of fun, to branch out with original commu-
nity events that brought artists and the local 
population together for fund raising events. 

Among her most popular attractions:
“The Chocolate Extravaganza” – Connolly 

invited businesses to promote and sell their 
products and services, provided they gave 
out free chocolates. 

“Norman Rockwell Small Town America” 
– inspired by the paintings of Norman Rock-
well, Connolly got local folks who enjoyed 
being silly to pose for scenes in Rockwell’s 
artwork. It also included short plays based 
on Rockwell’s Saturday Evening Post covers, 
plus the film The Norman Rockwell Code.

“A Nutty Christmas” – Connolly most 
recent marvel of an outside exhibit COVID-19 
safe event. She asked 30 artists to paint 2’ x 6’ 
panels with various characters reminiscent of 
holiday nutcrackers. These humorous panels 
appear at various shops to remind you they 
are open.

“Bird Migration” – coming in May/June. 
Another Connolly gala event where artists 
replicate our feathered friends in Maine set-
tings for another outdoor exhibition.

Stay tuned. Connolly is dreaming up more 
fun with art for the community. 

Danie Connolly posing with her art brushes 
ready to start a new painting exhibition.  
Courtesy photo

WinterScape Potpourri 
South Coast Senior College

“Winter Music,” “Writing a Legacy Letter,” “Seniors Connecting with 
Children through Quality Reading,” "Tech Tips from the Cloud," "Two Sides 
to Every Issue," "Beating the Wintertime Blues with Mindfulness and Medita-
tion" – these are just a few of the free online experiences to be offered in January 
and February as part of the South Coast Senior College's  series, WinterScape 
Potpourri.

Staying connected and making new friends helps reduce isolation and ele-
ments of the winter doldrums due to the pandemic, while staying safely at 
home. Enjoy the Maine winter by meeting friends in the world of Zoom.

South Coast Senior College is part of the Maine Senior College Network.  
It is open to all residents of York County and Seacoast N.H., ages 50 and up.

FMI south-coast-senior-college.coursestorm.com

by Dana Pearson
Several yuletide tradi-

tions have fallen by the 
wayside this year. Three 
guesses why. The one that 
most lends itself to a disser-
tation – not that I’m going 
for a Doctor of Philosophy 
degree here – is the in-
definite postponement of 
the Tree Safari, which for 
roughly 20 years saw Diane 
– you know, my wife – and 
I joined by my sister Su-
zanne, her hubby Darren, 
and their three kids for a 
jaunt to Holmes Tree Farm 
here in Kennebunk. Under-
standably, they’re closed 
for the season. Understand-
ably, we’re gutted.

So we cry. We moan. We 
seek a Plan B.

The original Plan B – 
Plan B1, if you will – was 
to find a suitable candidate 
on our one-acre lot, half 
of which is a miniature 
forest of old white pines 
and other assorted trees, 
including a few clusters 
of balsam firs, a.k.a. the 
One and True Christmas 
Tree Variety (show me 
someone who unselfcon-
sciously displays a Scotch 
pine in his/her house as 
a Christmas tree, and I’ll 
show you someone who 
thinks Swiss Miss is actual 
hot chocolate; I’d sooner 
put up a fake balsam than 
a real Scotch pine).

When we moved into 
our home 27 years ago, 
there was a sea of balsam 
saplings spreading under 
a soon-to-be-felled monster 
white pine. They sprouted 
dramatically when the pine 

vanished and they could 
finally enjoy some full sun 
exposure. I culled the herd, 
set up an amateur tree 
farm, and for a few years 
let my neighbors come over 
at Christmastime to cut one 
down. However, we kept 
getting ours at Holmes be-
cause, after all, a tradition 
is a tradition. Until 2020, 
of course, when all bets 
were off.

Enough time had passed 
so that a second generation 
of balsams – not many, 
but enough – had sprung 
up, some having attained 
the ideal six- to eight-foot 
range. But I hadn’t been 
regularly pruning them 
as I had with the first gen-
eration. They didn’t look 
entirely promising (that’s 
a polite way to say they 
looked like the forlorn un-
bought trees sadly linger-
ing on the lot at 6 o’clock 
on Christmas Eve like so 
many ugly orphans). 

So I moved on to Plan 
B2, in which I’d support 
the local economy and 
just go buy your basic 
pre-cut Christmas tree. 
Until the Holmes Tree Sa-
fari started, that’s what we 
used to do. I headed over 
to a place that sold trees, 
checked out the upright 
specimens, found myself 
underwhelmed, then vis-
ibly registered shock at the 
price of these six-foot tall, 
hastily pruned firs most 
likely chopped down a 
couple weeks ago in Que-
bec. My internal dialogue 
was rife with profanity, 
including – and here’s the 

sanitized version – “Screw 
them and the reindeer they 
rode in on.”

It was back to the Pear-
son Tree Farm and Plan B1.

I focused my attention 
on a copse of balsam an-
chored by two trees that 
were way too tall for my 
purposes (yes, I know I 
could’ve used the upper 
portion of one of them, 
but I have a mind to prune 
them into specimens in-
stead). With a bow saw I 
cut down the little balsam 
I had the highest hopes for, 
one that was on the outer 
ring but really jammed 
into the others. Man, what 
a disappointment. I figured 
all it had to do was look 
good in a corner, allowing 
for three-fourths of the tree 
to look like crap. Somehow, 
my first choice didn’t even 
meet that low criterion.

Somewhat crestfallen, I 
removed a few more lame 
trees along the periphery, 
stacking them for future 
kindling duty. Then I spied 
a seven-foot-tall balsam 
crammed between the two 
anchor trees. It was clearly 
in the way, and its removal 
would help the pair achieve 
their optimum dimensions. 
I pushed my way into the 
branches and hastily sawed 
it flush to the ground. 

When I pulled it out and 
stood it up for a gander, I 
was surprised to see that 
it resembled a tree. Not 
a lush, dense Christmas 
tree like I’ve been used to, 
but…a tree. It was then 
that I understood how 
Charlie Brown felt when he 

I never thought it was such a bad little tree
and Linus found that spin-
dly little tree that he dared 
to bring back to his highly 
judgmental classmates. It 
needed a home. My home. 

After trimming the tips 
of just three or four branch-
es, I brought it inside and 
set it up in the living room. 
It had a fine shape. It was 
just that I could see right 
through to the window 
and wall behind it. Strings 
of colored lights and ropes 
of silver garland provided 
the first and second stages 
of filling the gaps. 

But what really sealed 
the deal was tinsel. The 
classic 1960s-style silver 
icicles that I grew up on 
and have never outgrown. 
The stuff that used to pass 
through the intestinal tract 
of our cat Georgie un-
scathed and unaltered. By 
draping the branches with 
roughly three bushels of 
tinsel, I was able to hide the 
holes in our Christmas tree, 
which passed the wife-
inspection that evening. If 
it hadn’t – well, our wallets 
would’ve taken a hit, but 
we’d be up on kindling. 

After decorating it the 
following evening, the tree 
looked even better. One 
advantage of a sparsely 
branched Christmas tree – 
feel free to write this down 
– is that no matter where 
you hang an ornament 
(e.g. the far side, dead 
center next to the trunk), 
you’ll see it. Try that with 
a Scotch pine.

Dana Pearson can be 
reached at dana@touristand-
town.com

It's Like This
The Inimitable 

Danie Connolly
The Inimitable 

Danie Connolly

As COVID triggered job losses and business closings, local pantries and assistance groups 
witnessed an unprecedented spike in usage and, consequently, a significant depletion of their 
resources. On March 30, Mark Jago, Executive Director of Community Outreach Services (COS) 
and several volunteers met with local businessman Tim Harrington and Debbie Lennon, manag-
ing director of Atlantic Holdings, to discuss using Vinegar Hill as a temporary headquarters for 
H.E.R.E. (Hunger Emergency Relief Effort) – and a soltion emerged.

“With the generosity of Harrington and Lennon, and the help of countless volunteers in-
cluding the Portside and Kennebunk Rotaries, plus resources from local construction company 
Thomas & Lord, our COS food operations have now been mobilized to Vinegar Hill and we are 
doing our best to make sure that all requests are taken care of,” Jago said. Jago added, “We are 
so grateful for the generous support and collaboration of this entire community in helping take 
care of our neighbors.” 

Vinegar Hill Supports Emergency Hunger Relief
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New Year’s Eve Celebrations 
Around the World

by Jo O’Connor
Champagne, fireworks, the ball drop, and a mid-

night kiss, all set to the tune of “Auld Lang Syne” are 
some U.S. traditions we celebrate on the evening of 
December 31. Let’s take a quick peek at how other 
parts of the world ring in the New Year. 

Japan
Just before midnight on New Year’s Eve, the Japa-

nese eat a bowl of soba noodles in a ritual known as to-
shikoshi soba or “year-crossing buckwheat noodle.” 
The long noodle denotes the crossing from one year 
to the next and long life. 

Spain
In Spain, it is customary to eat 12 green grapes 

(one at each stroke of the clock at midnight) on New 
Year’s Eve. Each grape represents good luck for one 
month of the coming year. Cava is the drink of choice.

Italy
Italians have a tradition of wearing red underwear 

to ring in the New Year. In Italy, the color red is as-
sociated with fertility.

Colombia
On December 31, at night, Colombian residents 

carry empty suitcases around the block in the hope 
of a travel-filled New Year.

The Philippines
Filipino culture celebrates January 1st by eating 

12 round fruits. The round shape symbolizes coins, 
which represent prosperity for each month of the 
upcoming year. Many also wear polka dots for luck.

Ireland
In Ireland, it’s customary for single gals to sleep 

with a sprig of mistletoe under their pillow on that 
special night. As folklore has it, sleeping with the plant 
helps women find their future husbands.

Brazil
If you find yourself in Brazil for the holiday, don’t 

be surprised to find the ocean scattered with white 
flowers. It’s customary to light candles and throw 
white flowers into the water to honor Yemoja, the 
Queen of the Ocean. Brazilians also jump over seven 
waves in the ocean and make seven wishes for the 
New Year.

Russia
In Russian culture, a New Year’s Eve tradition 

is to write your wishes down on a piece of paper, 
burn it, and drink the subsequent ashes in a glass of 
champagne.

Denmark
Danes greet the New Year by throwing old plates 

against the doors of family and friends to banish bad 
spirits – leaving any aggression and ill-will behind be-
fore the start of the January. They also stand on chairs 
and jump off them together at midnight to “leap” into 
the New Year in hope of good luck.

Scotland
In Scotland, there is an official name for the New 

Year’s Eve celebration: Hogmanay (first footing). 
While Scots hold bonfires and parades with giant 
fireballs on poles (representing the sun), the first-
footing tradition is that the first person who crosses 
a threshold of a home in the New Year should carry a 
gift for luck (like coal, salt, shortbread and whiskey, all 
of which further contribute to the idea of having good 
fortune). BTW: “Auld Lang Syne,” the New Year’s Eve 
anthem, was written by Scottish bard Robert Burns.

Greece
An onion is traditionally hung on the front door 

of homes on New Year’s Eve as a symbol of rebirth 
in the New Year. Greek culture has long associated 
this food with the idea of development.

Turkey
In Turkey, it’s considered good luck to sprinkle 

salt on your doorstep as soon as the clock strikes 
midnight. This promotes both peace and prosperity 
throughout the New Year.
Sources: Worldstride.com; Tasteofhome.com; bestlifeonline.
com

Early last year – pre-pandemic - an “In Stitches” knitting 
group was offered the opportunity to knit Hats for Mainers. 
Many of the knitters started knitting a hat that day and by 
early spring had contributed fifty-two handmade hats of all 
sizes for men and women and kids.

All the hats were stored in a large container for the sum-
mer and with help from Angus King's office, the Veterans 
Office, located in Sanford, told us they were eager to have 
the hats and would be distributing to clients on December 
15, 2020. A week before, the hats were delivered and  re-
ceived outdoors by the staff. Every hat was an individual 
fingerprint of the knitter and filled with good wishes. 

The “In Stitches” group, sponsored by the Kennebunk 
Free Public Library, meets every Tuesday in the library and 
during the pandemic by Zoom.  “We share what we are 
knitting, show our progress and get help from the many 
masterful knitters,” said Anne Bertucci, the innovator for 
Hats for Mainers. Anne lives in Kennebunk and is a realtor 
with the  Coldwell Banker office in the Lower Village.

In Stitches members are now knitting hats for 2021. If you 
are interested in knitting 
a hat for 2021, reach out 
to Anne for yarn and co-
ordination. Membership 
in the knitting group is 
not required. Email: anne.
bertucci@nemoves.com

Stitchin' for a Cause 

by Valerie Marier
“We hope to open for 

Memorial Day weekend 
– post COVID and God 
willing,” Don Purdy said, 
regarding the nearly-com-
pleted purchase of Ken-
nebunk’s On the Marsh 
restaurant. “We did not 
buy the name, just the real 
estate, but we plan to con-
tinue the fine dining tradi-
tion of On the Marsh in a 
more casual atmosphere.” 

Purdy is partnering with 
Don and Kelley Jenkins of 
Cape Porpoise and Ocala, 
Florida, along with Matt 
and Mariah Dyer, formerly 
of Batson River Brewing 
and Distilling. Purdy says, 
“We met several times with 
Denise Rubin, who owned 
On the Marsh for more than 
20 years. Before she agreed 
to the sale, she wanted 
to make sure it would be 
in the hands of the right 
people. We are confident 

the end product will do 
homage to her legacy.” 

Currently, the con-
verted 1810 barn and 
farmhouse seats approxi-
mately 200. Purdy ad-
mits they will be “doing 
updates to the beauti-
ful post and beam barn 
structure, playing off the 
historic architecture.” He 
is “excited about outdoor 
seating plans” as well. 

Purdy, who owns a 
home off Summer Street 
in Kennebunk, brings 
nearly 20 years experi-
ence in the restaurant 
and hotel business to this 
venture. Originally from 
Kingston, Ontario, he 
spends many months of 
the year at Rock House, 
his boutique 10-room 
hotel on Harbour Island 
in the Bahamas, which 
is also renowned for its 
five-star gourmet res-
taurant. 

On the Marsh is locat-
ed at 46 Western Avenue 
(Route 9), Kennebunk.  

New owners, new look coming to On the Marsh

On the Marsh is under contract and will open “by Memorial 
Day weekend” says Don Purdy, one of the new owners. 
Photos by Bob Marier

Mother’s Beach • Goose Rocks
Gooch’s Beach • OOB & more
metal • unique • adjustable

A perfect gift for Maine lovers!

at  Morph Gallery
155 Port Rd., Rte. 35, Kennebunk

See all designs available at
www.aikmandesign.com

$21

Local Maine Scene
Bracelets
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Weddings • Corporate Gatherings • Special Occasions
766 Long Plains Rd, Buxton, ME 04093 • 207-590-3195

info@arabellaestate.com • www.arabellaestate.com

Weddings • Corporate Gatherings • Special Occasions

Celebrate Memorable Moments
in a Timeless Setting

Through the Lens with photographer Bob Dennis

kportimages@gmail.com – kportimages.com

Celebrate Memorable Moments
in a Timeless Setting

Photos of the Cape Porpoise lobster trap tree, one during the recent snowstorm and one in the evening. Exact same perspective.
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Going on Now through December 31
The Twelve Days of Christmas, 7 PM
Sponsored by the Graves Library, the holiday story 
will be posted nightly, read by members of the staff, 
volunteers, and Board.  Please tune in to the library's  
Facebook Page every night until the 31st to listen to 
some our favorite stories of the season. 

Wednesday, December 30
Holiday Candlelight Stroll, Volume 2
Sponsored by the Brick Store Museum, discover the 
holiday traditions of Kennebunk’s residents at the turn 
of the 20th Century – with a virtual tour and holiday 
dinner! Immigrants from Norway, Sweden, Scotland, 
Ireland, Syria and Russia lived downtown in 1910, all 
contributing to the labor industry. Learn about these 
families and their holiday traditions as you virtually 
stroll from one vignette to the next via candlelight. 
Take-out holiday dinner will include traditional foods 
served in Kennebunk homes for the holidays. Tickets 
will include activities to try at home. Visit www.
brickstoremuseum.org to reserve tour-only tickets or 
Tour & Dinner packages.
 
Thursday, December 31
New Year’s Eve Kennebunk, 9 PM-12 AM
Sponsored by the Brick Store Museum, come celebrate 
a Kennebunk tradition with the Blueberry Ball Drop 
from the Unitarian Church steeple! Tune in via Face-
book or YouTube to watch the blueberry ring in 2021. 
In between, hear from Brick Store Museum staff talk 
about historic happenings during New Years of the 
past. Free! FMI www.brickstoremuseum.org
 
Thursday, January 7
Ticketed Preview and Sale, Captain Lord Mansion 
Estate Sale, 2-4 PM
Captain Lord Mansion, 6 Pleasant Street, Kennebunk-
port. FMI see page 13 of this issue or visit www.anti-
quesandestatesalesme.com

Friday, January 8 - Sunday, January 10
Captain Lord Mansion Estate Sale, 9 AM-3 PM daily
FMI see page 18 of this issue or visit www.antiquesand-
estatesalesme.com. Snow date the following weekend.

Friday, January 8
(Also January 15, 22  and 29)
Community Class at The Daily Sweat, 65 Portland 
Road, Unit D, Kennebunk, 6 PM.
 Class is $5. FMI www.thedailysweatkennebunk.com.
 

Calendar of Events
– a sampling –

Our full calendar can be found online at 
www.touristandtown.com

Behind the Scenes - "Flower Power”
with Photographer Sandy Gnidziejko

Weekly, these folks at Fleurant drive the three hours to walk amidst a whole-
sale flower market warehouse. There, they begin the tedious task of choosing 
the best, the freshest, the most beautiful and unique flowers and plants among 
thousands of pieces. Selections are made. With the van filled to the brim with 
boxes of botanical products - they head home.

The real work now begins.  Laboring from a few hours to all day, they sort, 
clean, cut, de-thorn, snip, recut, place the flowers in buckets of water, then into 
the cooler for safekeeping.

Gorgeous floral arrangements and glorious creations for all celebrations stem 
from these tireless efforts. This is the work of the florist!

Many thanks to Melissa and Amy from Fleurant in Lower Village Kennebunk.

   FMI: sgnidzie@maine.rr.com

by Valerie Marier
Nestled in a comfortable leather chair next to the fireplace in her West Kennebunk home, Cherie Davis an-

nounced with a satisfied smile, “I’ve baked every day since I retired.”  That would be four days, actually, since 
she handed the keys of her thriving bakery-deli on Kennebunk’s High Street to new owner Sara Robinson. 

After 25 years of rising at 4 AM, working until well past 6 PM every day of the week, including Sundays when 
the Bistro was closed but the ovens were still on, Cherie admits, “I needed to take a break.” The popular and 
bustling bistro is now in “Sara’s very capable hands” and the retired owner looks forward to “doing different and 
fun things” with husband Paul Flaherty.

However, she’s not relinquishing a lifelong passion to bake and cook. Her sunlit kitchen still offered the ap-
petizing aroma of Christmas cookies fresh from the Thermidor range oven. A small frying pan holding pumpkin 
seeds (“for a lunch salad”) sat on one of the six gas burners. Next to the stove on the sleek black countertop, a 
two-by-four chopping block bore a weathered patina of knife nicks and cooking stains. 

No question: Cherie Davis loves to cook.  “My parents owned a restaurant. Growing up, we kids all helped 
out waitressing and prepping,” she says. “I learned my strong work ethic from them and I always knew I’d have 
a restaurant one day.”  

That day dawned in 1995 when Cherie’s Bistro opened and quickly became the local go-to spot for tasty baked 
treats. “I’d been specializing in tortes and cakes at Chase Hill Bakery in Lower Village for nearly seven years, so I 
had a repertoire of recipes,” she says. Within a year, salads, then soups and entrees joined the daily carte.

In 2000, a new opportunity arose. “There was an empty building out back which we decided to buy,” Cherie 
says. “My husband Paul supervised moving and attaching the building to the bistro, and we decided to open it 
as a restaurant.” Cozy and charming, with stainless steel tabletops that accommodated 35 to 40 customers, the 
restaurant immediately garnered rave reviews and bookings every night, except when it was closed on Sundays. 

“But I was working 17 or 18 hour days and it simply became too much,” Cherie says. “So after five years of 
running the restaurant, we sold the building, closed the bistro for four months while Paul gutted and renovated 
it, then reopened.” Since then, Cherie’s Bistro has specialized in breakfast, lunch and dinner take-home fare, along 
with a fine selection of vintage wines, and always a tangy soup or two, from 7:30 AM to 6 PM, Mondays through 
Saturdays.

To find new and different recipes, Cherie frequented her bookshelf that holds more than 300 cookbooks (“plus 
browsing the internet”). She specifically names Julia Child, Dorie Greenspan and Joanne Chang as her “culinary 
heroes and inspirations.”  

But she’s not above adapting a dish she tasted elsewhere. She says, “Recently I ordered a different kind of rue-
ben sandwich and liked it. So I went to work and came up with my 
version: slicing beets, topping them with smoked gouda, 1000 Island 
dressing, sauerkraut and coleslaw on marbled rye.” Voila! Cherie’s 
new-to-the-menu Beet Reuben.

Over the years, one of Cherie’s favorite and most popular dish has 
been Seafood Lasagna, a scrumptious casserole she originally prepared 
for her family’s Christmas Eve dinner. “When I offered it at the shop, 
people loved it and it became a year-round staple.”

Cherie now looks forward to playing more paddle tennis, keeping 
lithe and agile with cross fit exercises, knitting adorable baby sweaters 
“for someone someday,” and vacationing at her getaway home on 
Peaks Island. “It’s also great being home here in the daylight. That’s 
a new thing.” But she confesses she starts this new life with a tinge 
of “farewell sadness,” fortunately offset by an abundance of thanks 
to the Kennebunk community. 

“My staff has been fabulous over the years. And I’m so grateful 
to our loyal customers who offered friendly support and patronage. 
Even when I changed the menu or added a new dish, they kept com-
ing in, trying it and telling me they liked it. I’m really going to miss 
all of them.”

———
Cherie’s Bistro, 7 High Street, Kennebunk; open 7:30 AM to 6 PM, 

Monday-Saturday; fmi 985-1200.

Cherie's Bistro
– a new owner, a grateful retiree

A painting of the bistro. Courtesy photo
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Bob Dennis, this page is for you!
Thank you for always reminding 

us of the natural beauty of
our surroundings. 

(A few all‑time favorites)

kportimages@gmail.com – kportimages.com

Publisher Picks

“Bob Dennis always sees the beauty and romance of each season. 
He has a particularly artistic eye for reflections in water...

each photograph doubles the aesthetics of his compositions
and the pleasure we viewers absorb.

You can’t look at his work and not appreciate
life in Maine!” –  Diane Denk

"Reflections"

You are a true Community Hero
in our eyes.




