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“The best and most beautiful things in the world
cannot be seen or even touched.

They must be felt with the heart.
Wishing you happiness.”

Helen Keller

Noel in Dock Square by Sally Caldwell Fisher • prints available at sallycaldwellfisher.com
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 Unique gifts for every Season!

123 OCEAN AVE, KENNEBUNKPORT   
dannahkpt.com 
207.967.8640

127 OCEAN AVE, KENNEBUNKPORT 
dannahformenkpt.com  
207.204.2007

Open through Feb 15th
Wed-Sun 5 to 8:30 pm

Come join us this holiday season!
Open Christmas Eve,

New Years Eve & New Years Day! 

207-204-0183
www.chezrosabistro.com

Cross & Union Streets
Kennebunkport, ME
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BEST cup 
of coffee 
ONLY $1

It’s a
Nutty 

Christmas 
and we are
Nutcracker

Headquarters!

Children’s book 
signings,

Mark Pizza
Photography,

custom aprons, 
unique prints

plus soup,
sandwiches,

hot cider
and fabulous 

gifts for
everyone!

COFFEE ROASTERSOF THE
KENNEBUNKS

COFFEE • TEA • SPICE

We’ve been
roasting coffee 

for 40 years!

Open 7 Days 8-4
163 Port Road

Kennebunk
207-967-8304

RE-OPENING DECEMBER 31
FOR YEAR-ROUND DINING

THURSDAYS–SUNDAYS, 5–9PM

354 Goose Rocks Road, Kennebunkport, ME 
207.967.6550 | earthathiddenpond.com

Eliza Conley-Lepene
Spa Owner/Director

21H1 Western Avenue
Kennebunk, Maine 04043

(behind Mornings in Paris)

Retreat somewhere warm this winter
at our Hawaiian-themed spa.

By appointment only. 

207-313-9114 • info@spa.voyage
www.spa.voyage
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One of a kind blooms
and arrangements

for holiday and
everyday

Extraordinary jewelry,
luscious bath & body products, 
cozy clothing & unique pieces

for everyone on your list
www.callunafineflowers.com

193 Shore Road, Ogunquit, Maine 207.641.0867

11 Western Ave
Kennebunkport, ME
207.967.8301
gtangerine.com
See Facebook for store updates.

Visit our sister store, Pink Tangerine, for all things Lilly Pulitzer and Vineyard Vines • 207.967.8308

Featuring Vince, Velvet, DL1961, Paige, AG, Wooden-
ships, Jude Connally, Splendid, Vineyard Vines, Lilla P, 
Baily 44, 27 Miles, Michael Stars and many more.

GREEN TANGERINE

ALL THE MUST HAVE SYLES FROM THE BRANDS YOU LOVE!
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What happens to me when I cross the Piscataqua and plunge rapidly into Maine
at a cost of seventy-five cents in tolls? I cannot describe it.

I do not ordinarily spy a partridge in a pear tree, or three French hens,
but I do have the sensation of having received a gift from a true love. ~ E.B. White 

The season of peace and joy is upon us – and it’s especially welcome 
this year. Each of us seems to be looking for peace and joy just a little 
more fervently these days. Thankfully, we don’t have to travel far to 
find them.

The inimitable beauty of our natural surroundings never fails to in-
spire and sustain. Nor does our hearty Maine spirit, our special brand 
of resilience and our fierce and unshakable hope.  

Tourist & Town’s first-ever magazine arose from a desire to support 
local businesses by providing a joyful and relevant holiday keepsake 
during this unusual holiday season. We dedicate this to all that makes 
our corner of Southern Maine so very special.

In hugely imperfect times, let’s celebrate the riches of our local com-
munities. Let’s lean in to what’s right here – all around us. Let’s feast 
on fellowship, gobble up natural beauty and extend ourselves always 
to those in need.

And by all means, let’s shop LOCAL, eat LOCAL, spend LOCAL and 
enjoy LOCAL.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS,

Kingsley Gallup
Publisher
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The perfect place to shop 
for the wine and beer      
enthusiast in your life

13 Western Avenue, Lower Village, Kennebunk
207-967-9171 • www.maineandvine.com
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Christmas Prelude

page 20
Local Photography
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Local Finds
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Holly C. Ross

Cover photograph by Bob Dennis

Tourist & Town • P.O. Box 647 • Kennebunkport, Maine 04046
www.touristandtown.com
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Artisanal Breads
Baked Daily

Pastries
Espresso Bar

Quiche
On Site Sommelier
for Wine Selections

5 Nason’s Court, Kennebunk, Maine 04043 • (207)502-7112 • www.aproperbakery.com

SCHLEGEL
REALTY

Coming soon to
166 Main Street
Cape Porpoise

Kennebunkport, Maine

Karen    207-229-8927
Valerie  207-710-4710

www.schlegelrealty.com

ANNOUNCING
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by Dana Pearson
There was no epiphany. 
There was no “a-ha” moment, no out-of-the-blue revela-

tion accompanied by trumpets and tears of joy. She didn’t 
just wake up one morning and proclaim to all and sundry, 
“I have an idea!”

Rather, it was a slow build, a plan that formed itself over 
the course of decades. It was a decision so obvious and pre-
ordained – its seed having been planted in childhood, and 
fed and nurtured with every passing year – that when finally 
given voice and acted upon, it was far from surprising.

And its object was far from trivial or capricious. It was a 
decision regarding one of mankind’s most elemental needs: 
shelter.

What Karen Fuller is doing now is something she’s been 
doing in her head for a long, long time: transforming the 
centuries-old large red barn on her family’s Kennebunk 
property into a dwelling – specifically, her retirement home. 

Karen, 58, works in Austin as a global market researcher 

Continuity of life found in renovation of old barn

Delta Fuller has hung a large Christmas wreath on the family barn on Brown Street in Kennebunk for about 30 years. She’s always 
picked out a 3-foot diameter wreath at Lank Farm on Ross Road. Any holiday wreath will have to be repositioned after the barn 
is renovated next year into a dwelling, since the massive doors will be in a perpetually open position, flanking a new front door. 
Opposite page: The Fullers’ farmhouse with barn, sometime in the late 19th century. The ell of the barn in the foreground has 
long since been removed. Courtesy photos

with Expedia, having started 12 years ago with the travel 
start-up HomeAway, which was bought out by Expedia 
in 2016. She’s happy living in Texas, having renovated 
her house there eight years ago – a considerable task that 
made her think, “This is something I can do.” Even though 
there are years to go before her retirement, now that the 
wheels are rolling on the Kennebunk barn renovation 
project, she said, “My only regret is not having done it 
sooner. I finally got to the point where I knew I had to 
stop thinking about it and just start doing it.”

She never had any doubt where she’d like to end up. 
The snug circa-1750 farmhouse on the rise overlooking 
Brown Street, where her parents Peter and Delta Fuller 
live now, has figured in her family since five years before 
her birth. It was in 1957 that Peter’s grandparents, Carl 
and Constance Page, bought the property, which used to 
run all the way down to the Mousam River to the east. 

Karen, along with her older brother Derek and young-
er sister Holly, has spent every summer of her life (save 

• • • •
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one) in the house. Peter, who enjoyed a lengthy career in the 
sales division at Kodak, inherited the house in 1979, the year 
the family moved to Australia. Upon his retirement in 1990, 
he and Delta, who designed and planted the eye-catching 
gardens out front, moved in full-time.

“It’s been the anchor home,” said Peter. “When we re-
turned here every summer from the 1960s onward, it was 
like coming back to the family home. Karen has spent every 
summer here since she was seven months old.”

So it’s no surprise the memories run deep. And eyeing the 
six-acre property from the road, it’s no surprise that the rich 
red barn to the right of the white house figures predominant-
ly in those memories. The massive 40-by-30-foot structure 
rests atop 16 granite piers, its 26-foot height exaggerated by 
its raised elevation and decorative cupola. Sided half with 
painted clapboards, half with natural cedar shakes, the barn 
features a set of enormous sliding doors out front. Virtual-
ly unchanged since being built, the inside is a cavernous 
study in dark, age-stained 
wood, exposed posts and 
beams, with three bays 
(one having been turned 
into Peter’s office years 
ago) and a ladder leading 
up to two lofts. In short, 
it’s what one would ex-
pect an old New England 
barn to look like.

Webster’s New World 
Dictionary of the Ameri-
can Language (1967 edi-
tion) provides us with this 
definition of barn: “Anglo 
Saxon bereærn, combina-
tion of bere (barley) and 
ærn (a building). A farm 
building for sheltering 
harvested crops, livestock, etc.” (Peter said a deed from 
1907 lists wagons and farm implements in the barn, “So, 
this obviously used to be a farm.”) 

The “etc.” in the definition leaves plenty of room for the 
array of items collected over a lifetime and stored in the larg-
est depository the Fuller home had to offer, including two 
wooden sides of an antique wagon discovered by Karen this 
summer. With the renovation project underway, a serious 
cleaning-out had to be undertaken this year. Or, as Peter put 
it wryly in early August, waving a hand toward the barn, 
“We need to clean all that crap out of there.

“My grandparents used the barn as a garage and storage,” 
he said. “There was no commercial use that I know of, except 
that it was used as a kennel a long time ago.”

To Karen, though, the old red barn was a playground, and 
today serves as a veritable time-machine to her childhood. 
She used to pull a child’s version of the Flying Wallendas 
and walk the wooden beams high over the barn floor. She’d 
throw a pink ball against its outer walls and try to catch the 
rebounds. Playing up in the lofts was a given. She’d nail an 
apple or peach basket onto one of the beams and shoot hoops 
from below. She and her brother Derek played cowboys and 
Indians with the neighbors in and around the barn, using 
rifles made out of found wood.

“I love this place,” she said one August day. “My parents 

had thought of selling the house, building out back. But we 
decided it was very important to maintain the house. It’s a 
touchstone. It’s always smelled the same. No matter what 
else was going on, this was the place.

“I always had the notion I’d be here,” she continued 
matter-of-factly. “And I always had a special affection for 
the barn.” Beyond the natural draw to one’s childhood back-
drop, Karen has maintained a fascination for the history of 
the structure, saying, “I like the tie back to the past, and all 
its stories. I think of the people who built that barn.” With 
a mixture of awe and respect, she added, “And it’s still 
standing.” While a fireplace restoration expert has dated 
bricks from the house to the mid-18th century, the date of 
the barn has yet to be determined, and is guessed to be at 
least 150 years old. Karen said she hopes to have someone 
solve that mystery soon.

Karen moved back into the family home in March, just 
as the pandemic was breaking wide open. Like pretty much 

everybody else, she con-
tinued to work virtually, 
while tending to the barn. 
By late September, as she 
prepared to return to Aus-
tin, she had cleaned out 
most of the loft and a great 
deal of the main floor.

“We definitely took 
advantage of the town’s 
annual hazardous waste 
day,” said Karen. “Also 
brought stuff to the Bud-
get Box, Goodwill, Salva-
tion Army…all the old 
golf clubs went to First 
Tee of New Hampshire.” 
Rather than begrudge the 
responsibility, she said, “I 

love cleaning out the clutter. It’s cheaper than a therapist.”
It was an incident that took place during Christmas 2014 

that served as a significant milestone in the decades-long 
barn-to-home timeline. With the Fuller family gathered for 
the holidays in Kennebunk, Karen’s nephew Seth, while 
putting boxes away, asked if he could take a look in the over-
head above the extension of the main house. Impressed, he 
remarked how it could be turned into a sort of shed. Karen 
immediately said no, and pointed to the barn as the structure 
best suited to be renovated.

Once the desire was voiced, it needed support to come to 
fruition. As Karen said, “The hurdle was getting the siblings 
on board.” Thankfully, she eventually got them there.

And then came the stage of planning exactly what to do 
with the barn. Karen said her “primary thing is to disturb 
as little as possible. I love every little thing about it: The 
wooden pegs, the notches, the corner posts that are 8-by-8 
at the bottom but 8-by-12 at the top. I would’ve loved to just 
pressure-wash it and move furniture in.”

A fine sentiment, but hardly practical. And so, the next 
step was to secure the services of a professional.

“Dad talked to an architect a few years ago,” said Karen. 
Entering the barn, “His first comment was about the oily 
floorboards, so we wrote him off immediately.”

The plan lingered a few years more. And then, as fate 
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would have it, Peter Fuller met Kristi Kenney through 
their work at Habitat for Humanity York County. 
Kristi, on the board of directors, is the founder of KW 
Architects of Wells. Peter knew that she had designed 
the past seven Habitat houses, so it was only a matter 
of time until the subject of the barn would come up.

“He called me one day,” said Kristi, “and asked if 
I’d be interested in looking at their barn.”

“It was May 2019,” said Karen. “That’s when the 
first check was written. Finally, 
it wasn’t just talk.”

Kristi looked at the barn a 
couple of times with the contrac-
tor and the structural engineer 
in order to draft the existing 
conditions.

“Our first impression was 
that it was in great shape for its 
age,” said Kristi. “Most barns 
that old are deteriorating, they’re 
not kept up well, they’ve got is-
sues with powder post beetles in 
the old wood. But that barn is in 
really good shape, aesthetically 
and structurally.”

In broad strokes, the plans 
for the barn are: Turn the horse-
shoe-shaped loft into two bedrooms (each with an en 
suite bathroom) joined by a catwalk; create a living 
room, dining room, and kitchen on the ground floor, 
transforming the front-to-back section (where Derek 
used to fire hockey pucks) as a central corridor with 
unobstructed views up to the ridgeline; build a 15-by-

• • • •

40-foot addition off the rear for a master bedroom, 
bathroom, kitchen nook, and screened-in porch; and 
add a fireplace and two-car garage. 

There were some in-person consultations before the 
coronavirus hit this spring, as well as the sharing of 
plans-in-progress via video calls with Karen in Texas. 
While Covid-19 has changed how everybody does 
business these days, Kristi noted that her learning 
curve has been minimal, since she’s been doing virtual 

meetings for years.
“In person, I get to see their 

reactions,” she said of the impor-
tance of on-site meetings. “For 
remodeling, you have to stand 
in the space and see the existing 
building.” For the most part, 
however, “we Zoom everything. 
I don’t need to bring them to my 
office, because they see it on their 
computer. And actually, people 
can understand better now, be-
cause with the design software, 
it’s all in 3D, and easier to vi-
sualize [than plans on paper].” 
On top of that benefit, when the 
virus has passed, Kristi said she 
sees continuing doing a lot of 

meetings via Zoom, “because probably more than 50 
percent of my clients are out of state.”

With all of her clients, Kristi prefers to be given a 
clear set of marching orders, rather than free creative 
rein, since with the latter scenario, the client “can come 
back and say they don’t like what you’ve drawn.”

Top: Architect Kristi Kenney plans to keep the view up to the Fuller barn ridgeline open, to maintain its aesthetic appeal. 
Center: Karen Fuller with the very same homemade wooden guns she and her older brother Derek used while playing 
cowboys and Indians in their great grandparents’ barn, which she now plans to renovate into a dwelling. Opposite page: 
Karen Fuller is turning her family’s big red barn, which she used to play in as a child, into a three-bedroom house for 
her retirement years. Photos by Dana Pearson



           HOLIDAYS 2020       11 

“I prefer to work with them on the design,” said Kristi, who’s done exactly that with Karen. “I’ll 
work on some conceptual ideas, and then I’ll do a Zoom call with Karen, and we kind of work on things 
together. ‘What if we moved something here?’ Or I’ll say, ‘How about we move the bedroom here and 
the bathroom there?’ I’ve received good feedback from her. It’s been very collaborative. She has a very 
definite strong opinion of how she wants things to be.”

While Karen laughingly confessed how her “definite strong opinion” has often manifested itself as 
micromanagement, Kristi said she appreciates it, because it helps guide the process toward what Karen 
actually wants and will be happy with. As examples: The massive sliding barn doors will be moved to a 
perpetually open position where they will flank a new large front door; the kitchen will not open up to 
the living room or dining room; and, wherever feasible, the exposed beams will be retained.

“We’ve had lots of conversations about how we can protect the look of the inside of the barn and the 
ability to experience the original joinery,” said Kristi. “We’re talking about different methods to make it 
fully insulated and energy efficient, including insulating from the outside – it would be like encapsulating 
the existing building. Or, because the post and beams are not so wide, we could insulate from the inside.”

Discussions will continue via Zoom throughout the fall and winter, with the aim of Spang Builders 
of Kennebunkport beginning construction in early 2021. Not only will the barn be renovated, it will be 
moved approximately 20 feet to the right, with a new freestanding two-car garage (or “barnlet”) built 
behind it – the new structure designed so as to complement and not overpower the barn. Landscape 
architect David Maynes of Kennebunk will be tasked with, among other things, creating gardens and 
outdoor living space in the alcove out back between the barn and barnlet.

“We’ve had a couple meetings with Spang,” said Kristi. “As soon as we nail down a floor plan and 
elevations, then we’ll call him back. A structural engineer is coming soon to inspect the post and beams, 
see what needs to be shored up. In order to make the rooms fit, we need to break off some of the diagonal 
bracing, and we need to structurally account for that bracing. We’ll also determine how to insulate the 
barn and construct its new foundation.”

There’s plenty to think about, like how to ensure the barn is a passive house to reduce its ecological 
footprint. Whether to go with electric heaters or geothermal. Keep the clapboards and shakes or reveal 
the wide vertical boards underneath? 

And then there are the intangibles.
“I wonder about my great grandmother,” said Karen of the woman born in 1896 who was last at the 

Brown Street property while in her 90s. “What would she think about all this?” A slight pause, and then, 
with certainty, “I think she would love it.”
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NEW!!!
Stonewall

Home Candles

Leading National and International Marine Artists
•  Commissioned Portraits  •

Landscape • Contemporary • Figurative • Miniature
 Exotic Wood Furnishings • Classic Sailing Models 
Copley Society Boston • Copley Portrait Registry

2 Mast Cove Lane, Kennebunkport
www.mastcovegallery.com

207-844-0921

Stroll through our 19th 
Century post and beam 
gallery while visiting the 
works of more than forty 
artists. 

Holly Lombardo Dennis Poirier

5 Pier Road, Cape Porpoise 207-502-0012
www.thewrightgallery.com

Merry Christmas! 

25% OFF SALE - Home Decor, Gifts & Jewelry   
*sale does not include “Rustic”
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by Faith Gillman
While we might not be able to participate in many of the events and gatherings we would like to this holiday 
season, there is one thing we can all do to make this year special – we can give. Please consider a gift of your 
time, talent and/or financial support to any of these municipal and local organizations working hard to make 
life better for our communities, our children and our neighbors.

Paying it forward this holiday season

To find out about more ways to help, or to get help, reach out to these General Assistance offices:
Arundel: Wendy Lank, General Assistance and Social Services Administrator, 985-4201 Ext 113 or ga@arundelmaine.org 
Berwick: Lynn Shearer, GA Caseworker at 698-1101 or lshearer@berwickmaine.org
Biddeford: Kristen Barth, General Assistance Administrator at 284-9514 or kristen.barth@biddefordmaine.org. 
Kennebunk: Karen Winton, Social Services, Deputy Director of Community Development, 985-2102 ext. 1342 or 
www.kennebunkmaine.us/formcenter/Contact-Us-24/Social-Services-86
Kennebunkport: For more information contact the Public Health Office, 967-4401)
Kittery: Karen Estee, General Assistance Administrator at 475-1313 or www.kitteryme.gov/user/31/contact
Ogunquit/Wells: Cindy Adamsky, General Assistance Program Administrator at 646-8130 or www.wellstown.org/
FormCenter/Contact-Us-12/Contact-Us-Dropdown-66
York: Janie Sweeney, Family Service Manager at 363-5504 or www.yorkmaine.org/directory.aspx?eid=23

American Red Cross 
www.redcross.org/local/me-nh-vt.html

2401 Congress Street
Portland, ME 04102

207-874-1192

Apex Youth Connection
www.apexyouthconnection.org/donate

45 Granite Street (P.O. Box 783) 
Biddeford, ME 04005

207-282-9700

Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Southern ME
www.somebigs.org/

PO Box 123
Westbrook, ME  04098

207-773-5437

CS3 Connection/Kennebunk Rotary  
Community leaders helping children 

in the Kennebunks and Arundel
Contact any Rotarian for information
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/5048

Caring Unlimited
www.caring-unlimited.org/

Caring Unlimited
PO Box 590

Sanford, ME 04073
207-490-3227

Center for Grieving Children
www.cgcmaine.org/

Portland: 555 Forest Avenue, 04101
Sanford: 893 Main Street 04073

207-775-5216

Community Harvest
https://communityharvestonline.org/

PO Box 1393 – Kennebunk, ME 04043
info@communityharvestonline.org

207-967-1911

Community Outreach Services
http://coskennebunks.org/

P.O. Box 1175
Kennebunk, ME 04043

207-604-0445

Habitat for Humanity
https://www.habitatyorkcounty.org/

4 Industrial Drive (PO Box 267)
Kennebunk, ME 04043

 207-985-4850

Secret Santa (Kennebunks and Arundel)
secretsantakka@gmail.com

PO Box 301 
Kennebunk, ME 04043

York County Community Action 
https://yccac.org/
info@yccac.org
6 Spruce Street

Sanford, ME 04073
207 324-5762

York County Shelter Programs
www.yorkcountyshelterprograms.com/

info@ycspi.org
24 George Road 
Alfred, ME 04002
207-324-1137
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by Valerie Marier
There is no other street in America quite like Kennebunk’s Summer Street. What 

sets it apart and underscores its singularity are the different and distinctive archi-
tectural styles seen in the handful of 19th century homes built during Kennebunk’s 
shipbuilding heyday along a half-mile stretch on this tree-lined street.

As a major seafaring hub of New England throughout the 1800s, more than 140 
schooners and clippers were constructed in shipyards near the banks of the Kennebunk 
River. With the growth of American commerce, Maine produced nearly one-third of 
the young nation’s commercial vessels during its peak, including some of the finest 
square-rigged vessels ever built. 

This lucrative industry brought unimagined wealth to local ship owners and 
builders, as well as the sea captains who sailed these wooden vessels laden with 

A Street Unlike Any Other: Kennebunk’s Summer Street
Sea Captains and Lords ruled “Zion’s Hill” in the 19th Century 

• • • •
Captain Horatio Moody’s Second Empire home at 39 Summer Street. The origin of the name “Summer Street” is unknown, 
but many New England towns have streets named after the seasons, such as Spring Street. Photo by Ken Janes. Opposite 
center: The Horatio Moody house in 1880’s. (The woman seated in the rocker is unidentified.) Photo courtesy of the Brick 
Store Museum. Opposite bottom left: Miss Mary Wise was 20 years old when she married Captain Horatio Moody in 1862.  
Her father, George Wise, build a home a half-mile away that is similar to but much larger than the Moody house in 1868. It 
is today the site of the Bibber Memorial Chapel. Bottom right: A portrait of Captain Horatio Moody, sea captain, devoted 
husband and owner of 39 Summer Street, in latter half of the 19th Century. Photos courtesy of the Brick Store Museum.
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lumber and ice to the Near and Far East. Captains 
returned from exotic ports in China, India and 
Europe with luscious silks, porcelain, tea, coffee 
beans and zesty spices.

But they also stepped off the gangplank with 
bold new ideas. 

Starting in the early 1820s, Summer Street be-
came the coveted location of deep-pocketed sea 
captains, merchants and numerous members of 
the William Lord family, 
all who creatively imple-
mented “bold ideas” into 
stately, magnificent, one-
of-a-kind homes. Over 
the next several decades, 
the street displayed a 
paradigm of architec-
tural styles, featuring 
unique houses designed 
in the popular Federal, 
Greek Revival, Italianate, 
Second Empire, Queen 
Anne and Colonial Re-
vival styles. 

No two houses were 
exactly, or even vaguely, alike. Each was an archi-
tectural gem. One was constructed with restrained 
entablatures and pediments, another with elabo-
rate wrought iron crenellations and a patterned 
roof. A house fronted with classic Greek columns 
and columned porticoes stood adjacent to one in-
spired by an Italian villa, with hipped roof, ornate 
bracketed eave cornices and a campanile, or square 
tower, rising above the low roof line. Because of 
the thriving shipbuilding industry, local craftsmen 
were readily available to add their artistic touches.

The multi-membered Lord family nearly 
turned Summer Street into a family compound 
after their patriarch, merchant and ship owner 
William Lord, moved to 20 Summer Street in 1822. 
He was later joined by his brothers Ivory and 
George, his sons Hartley and Robert, his daughter 
Sarah, and his sister Abigail, among other Lord 
offshoots. House lots were sold to, and exchanged 
by, so many Lord relatives that Summer Street ac-

quired a local nickname 
– Zion’s Hill. 

The provenance of 
the nickname dates to 
the 1830s when the sale 
of liquor was being 
fiercely debated in the 
village, with William 
Lord as a leading advo-
cate for prohibition. As 
noted in the Brick Store 
Museum’s Windows on 
the Past, “By a narrow 
margin the townspeople 
opposed the issuance of 
liquor licenses to store 

proprietors.  Exasperated by this outcome, shop-
keeper John Osborne stood up at a town meeting 
on April 1, 1833, and protested, ‘If the Lords of 
Zion’s Hill would just mind their own business 
and allow me to tend to mine, there would be no 
trouble about this liquor business!’” 

Thereafter, the upper section, from William 
Lord’s imposing Federal home at 20 Summer 
Street to Captain Horatio Moody’s Second Em-
pire house at 39 Summer Street, was known as 
Zion’s Hill.
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WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU TO 
82 HANOVER STREET IN PORTLAND SOON!

get details at:
www.batsonriver.com/portland

12 western ave - kennebunk
82 hanover st - portland

Breaking News...
OUR PORTLAND LOCATION IS 
OPENING THIS DECEMBER!
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“Droves of cattle and hogs were seen on Main Street 
traveling west to the Brighton Market. The tin peddler 
furnished tin ware in exchange for rags and old iron. The 
soft soap peddler furnished soap in exchange for wood 
ashes.” (from George Gilpatric’s The Village of Kennebunk)

“Nearly all the houses had two or three fireplaces and 
a brick oven,” Gilpatric 
continued. “There was 
no ice. You kept your 
milk and vegetables in 
the cellar. You got your 
water from your well or 
went to your neighbor’s. 
There were no sewers 
and no bathtubs.” 

But there was the lure 
and prestige of living on 
Zion’s Hill which soon 
enticed an up-and-com-
ing young sea captain 
named Horatio Moody. 
As a youngster,  he 
worked as a cabin boy in 
the late 1830s, sailing on 
wooden ships construct-
ed by the Thompson 
Brothers at the Landing 
area. His industrious-
ness, courage, initiative and 
personal judgment soon caught 
the eyes of several key ship-
builders, accelerating his rise to 
captain before his 40th birthday.  

He then met a beautiful 
young lady. “I understand that 
a new engagement has taken 
place,” Andrew Walker wrote 
in his “Kennebunk Diaries.” 
(See sidebar) “Captain Horatio 
Moody of Kennebunkport is 
engaged to Miss Mary, daugh-
ter of Mr. George Wise. He is 
said to be in his 39th year of 
age and she is in her 20th. He’s 
considered to be worth between 
twelve and fourteen thousand 
dollars, a small part of which he 
received from his father’s estate 
but the larger part he has accu-
mulated as master of a ship.”  

Two years later, Walker’s di-
ary continues: “Reverend Swan 
married Horatio and Mary and 
made the usual prayers. The 
reverend of the church Moody 
attends was present but did not 
take any part in the ceremony. 
There were probably about 50 

people present. This morning, July 10, 1862, Moody and 
his bride started on their marriage tour. I understand they 
expect to go as far as Baltimore.” 

It was, without question, a love match. When Captain 
Moody sailed from Portland to Bristol, England, in June of 
1864, Mary and their six-month-old son George went with 

him. Even aboard the fin-
est and safest ships built 
at that time, trans-Atlan-
tic voyages were danger-
ous. Countless lives were 
lost at sea in freak storms. 
Imagine the hardship 
of bathing, feeding and 
tending an infant during 
the weeks-long passage. 
But Horatio and Mary 
did not want to be apart.

Captain Moody had 
been eying a lot on Sum-
mer Street for which 
he paid $750 in 1866. 
“Workmen are now em-
ployed in stoning the cel-
lar for Captain Moody’s 
home,” Walker’s diary of 
May 8 notes. “It is said 
the cellar for house and 

barn will cost between six and 
seven hundred dollars.”  By 
September the Mansard roof 
was put on, “the first of its kind 
in this town.” 

On January 2, 1867, Captain 
Horatio Moody, with his wife 
and young George, moved into 
their new home. Walker notes: 
“Much labor remains to be done 
on the grounds connected to the 
house.” But this stunning grey 
clapboard three-story Second 
Empire house, with a fish scale 
slate Mansard roof topped with 
a large cupola, was unlike any 
other on Summer Street. 

The Moodys entered into a 
spacious front hall. There were 
three parlors, two on either 
side of the front hall and a third 
smaller parlor behind the left 
front. The dining room was be-
hind the right front parlor, with 
an exterior window and adja-
cent butler’s pantry. Each of the 
numerous fireplaces featured 
marble mantels. A gracious 
staircase led to four bedrooms 
on the second floor. The house 

The first page of Andrew Walker’s Diaries, an 11-volume album, written in Walker’s own script, detailing life in Kennebunk 
from 1851 to 1897. Historians and villagers who are curious about and interested in their town’s past find this a fascinating 
read. It is available at the Kennebunk Free Library. Photo by Val Marier.

• • • •

On January 1, 1851, former Ken-
nebunk town clerk and treasurer 
Andrew Walker began keeping a 
near-daily diary of local events. Written 
in his own tiny yet decipherable script, 
filling 11 volumes over 46 years, 
Walker recorded weddings, deaths, house purchases, tax 
payments and other events reflecting a potpourri of day-to-day 
village happenings. HIs last diary entry was August 13, 1897.

Typical entries included this from July 7, 1862: “Three 
of the Irish boys who were arrested for stealing have been 
sent to Alfred jail. The fourth boy has been sent home to to 
Massachusetts as his relatives have or will pay for his stealing. 
The parents of the three boys who were sent to jail decline to 
rescue them from imprisonment.” 

Another from March 18, 1864: “Last evening there was a 
school meeting in this district. The number who attended this 
year was still larger than last year.  The principle interest at 
the meeting was in choosing a school agent. Benjamin Smith 
was chosen agent, but he declined.” 

Historians agree that Walker was “thorough in his re-
search, and his records are considered quite accurate.” Copies 
are available at the Kennebunk Free Library. 

(This article was researched with appreciated assistance 
from Kennebunk’s Brick Store Museum executive director 
Cynthia Walker, collections manager Leanne Hayden, and 
historian Alex Fletcher; and also the Kennebunk Free Library. )
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• • • •
Left: In Hope Cemetery, there is a cenotaph dedicated 
to George and Harry Moody, the young sons of Captain 
Horatio and Mary Moody, who were swept overboard 
during a fierce storm as their father’s ship (the “Rembrandt”) 
was rounding Cape Horn. Above: The gravesite of the 
Horatio Moody family in Kennebunk’s Hope Cemetery 
and Woods. Photos by Ken Janes.

was probably heated with forced hot air fired by a coal boiler.
The Moodys soon welcomed a second son whom they named Harry, completing the close-knit family. It’s 

likely that Horatio, Mary and their sons joined backyard croquet matches with their Summer Street neighbors, 
a popular local pastime, and maybe attended Nathaniel Lord Thompson’s annual Christmas parties. Their keen 
desire to be together as a family also meant accompanying Horatio on his voyages abroad.

The Moodys entered into a spacious front hall. There were three parlors, two on either side of the front hall and 
a thIn 1876 the “Rembrandt” was launched from Kennebunk with Moody at the helm. He and the crew sailed to 
New York City where the ship was rigged and readied for its world voyage. Mary, George (13) and Harry (10) 
joined Captain Moody for the year-long voyage, during which the boys apparently delighted in seeing whales, 
flying fish and other ships pass by.  

Then tragedy struck, as happened so often with sea-faring families. On July 26, 1877, diarist Andrew Walker 
entered a telegram into his journal:  “Horatio Moody’s two sons — George and Harry — were lost overboard the 
first of June from the ship “Rembrandt” while on passage from San Francisco to Europe.” 

The ship had been rounding Cape Horn during a frightening gale. Mary, George, Harry and their nanny 
took refuge in the wheel house and watched treacherous seas buffet the “Rembrandt.” Suddenly, a rogue wave 
crashed into the ship, smashing the wheel house and breaking it into pieces. Mary was thrown against the wall 
and fractured her collar bone. The nanny became lodged in the rigging and remained safe until crew members 
could untangle her. George and Harry were washed overboard, never seen again.

When the heartbroken Moodys returned to Kennebunk and walked into 39 Summer Street, they experienced 
an event that remains legendary today. Apparently, as they walked up the stairs to the second floor, they saw wet 
footprints leading to George and Harry’s rooms. On the boys’ beds lay damp clothing that smelled of sea water. 
Whether the boys’ spirit still roams through the house today is unknown, but recent owners have confirmed 
occasional “ghost-like” happenings

Horatio and Mary created a special gravesite for their sons that can be visited today in Hope Cemetery (Sec-
tion 14). The cenotaph (a marker erected in memory of someone whose remains are elsewhere) features a joint 
tombstone of two pillars, each a different height but both topped with jagged edges, signifying lives cut short.

George and Harry’s epitaph reads:

Not here they lie, but far away.
Beneath the blue Pacific waves.
As near to Heaven in distant seas.
As if at home they’d found their grave. 
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SALE
20% to 70% Off Everything

Shop will be closed December 16
until May, 2021

OLD  •  NEW  •  ALWAYS UNIQUE

Sale Going on
 November 20-December 15

 12,000 square feet  •  Open 7 days 10-5 
81 Western Avenue (Route 9)

Kennebunk, Lower Village
207-967-0626

 The luxury of yesteryear!

28 Dock Square Kennebunkport
(207) 967-0100      info@coastaljewelers.com

www.coastaljewelers.com

Extensive Estate Jewelry Collection

After their sons’ deaths, Mary and Horatio are seldom 
mentioned again in Walker’s Diaries. Undoubtedly, they 
preferred to keep within the safe confines of their Summer 
Street home. Slowly, Horatio’s health began to decline. On 
November 13, 1886, Walker noted: “Within a few weeks, 
those who are intimate with Horatio Moody have noticed 
that he appears different from his former appearance. He 
says but little to anyone, talks and acts strangely at times, 
and appears despondent.”

After a trip to a Boston doctor who diagnosed “soften-
ing of the brain,” Moody’s health worsened. On Monday, 
February 13, 1887, Walker’s diary reveals: “Captain Horatio 
Moody, a sea captain, died, age 60. He was a son of Silas 
and grandson of Reverend Silas Moody of Kennebunkport. 
He has left a widow without children and one brother. The 
estate of the late Captain Horatio Moody is not as large as 
was expected. It is reported that he left about $2000, beside 
the residence on Zion’s Hill. It is also reported that he lost 
quite a large sum of money, within a few years, by specu-
lation in bad investments.”

Actually, Captain Horatio Moody’s estate was worth 
far more than dollars and cents. He left behind a stellar 
reputation as a seafaring man, having risen from cabin 
boy to master of many ships. He enjoyed a 25-year loving 
relationship with his wife Mary who, after his death, con-
tinued living at 39 Summer Street until she died in 1923. 
His Second Empire-motif home at 39 Summer Street has 
been meticulously maintained and stands today as an icon 
of the vitality and prosperity of Kennebunk’s ship industry. 

That is an enduring legacy.



 20       HOLIDAYS 2020

Photograph by Bob Dennis
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It’s beginning to look a lot like...
Christmas Prelude

 Prelude’s 39th year has been re-imagined for 
the times. This year, the celebration will happen 
on two fronts: here in Kennebunkport, live, and 
online through virtual events.

The Kennebunkport Business Association, a 
nonprofit volunteer group, manages and runs 
Christmas Prelude, doing everything from fund-
raising, administration, decorating Kennebunk-
port’s Dock Square, Cape Porpoise and Lower 
Village. 

This year has been a challenge – just as it has for 
everyone across the world – to keep the important 
things in place, and to hang onto a somewhat nor-
mal feeling as a backdrop to our day-to-day lives.

The KBA felt that the show must go on, as 
Christmas Prelude is such an integral part of the 
winter and holiday celebrations in the area. They 
have been planning since April this year, when it 
became apparent that setting up Prelude might 
not be done under what we consider normal 
circumstances.

After such a long a grueling year the towns 
deserve to be filled with seasonal joy and light, and 
the KBA people are committed to make sure this 
happens – while respecting the safety guidelines 
and mandates that are in place.

But that raises a lot of questions. How do you 
have Dock Square tree lighting (with 25 thousand 
lights) without gathering a crowd larger than 50 
people? How can you have a safe hat parade? How 
does Santa come to town on a lobster boat without 
drawing children to the bridge and dockside to 
see the spectacle. . . and so on? 

The business association has come up with 
alternate ways to bring Prelude to town, and that 
is how the idea of a Prelude that could go ahead 
under any circumstances gained the name Christ-
mas Prelude Reimagined.

“Christmas Prelude will be a little different 
this year, with an emphasis on keeping everyone 
safe,” said Kennebunkport Business Association 
President Paul Humphrey of Mornings in Paris. 
“But there will still be wonderful activities for the 
whole family to enjoy in-person, and marvelous 
virtual programming to take people behind the 
scenes here in Kennebunkport.”
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Think You’ve Got 
the Most Holiday Spirit 

in the Kennebunks?

A Celebration of
Community & Giving
December 1–28, 2020

Decorate and compete to benefit 
the local not-for-profit of your 

choice. Your partner organization 
will receive $5 for each vote 

you receive, and the partners of 
the Grand Prize winners 

will receive $500. 
Separate prizes will be given in 
home and business categories. 

Sign up online by Nov. 23. 
Fee is $25.

Just Want to Enjoy the Fun?
Sign up online. 

Your $5 admission fee 
will allow you to download 

a map of participating homes 
and businesses so you can 

drive by, and will entitle you 
to one vote for your favorite. 

Additional votes are $5, 
and all money goes to benefit 
partner not-for-profit groups. 

Every vote/voter 
will also be entered 

for a Grand Prize 
Holiday Drawing 

to win 3 great 
Staycations 

in local hotels!

For details and to sign up, visit
www.trailoflightsme.com

Holiday Trail of LightsHoliday Trail of Lights

HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR 2020
Antiques, art, jewelry, Maine-made home decor, 
baked goods, mittens, stained glass, candles, 
hats, fleeces, pottery, quilts, rock & pebble art, 
sea glass art, Color Street nail polish, baskets, 
photography, driftwood trees and more. 

Program Center at Brick Store Museum
4 Dane Street, Historic District, Kennebunk

Complete COVID compliance • A safe and fun shopping experience

Saturday, December 5, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday, December 6, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

The Christmas Prelude Outdoor Market is back this 
year, with a new market, reimagined for an era of 
social distancing. Instead of one large tent, this year’s 
market stalls will be smaller, individual tents, side by 
side, creating an open-air experience for guests.

Christmas Prelude Outdoor Market
Hours of Operation
Thanksgiving Weekend

Black Friday, 11/27: 10am-5pm
Saturday, 11/28: 10am-5pm
Sunday 11/29: noon-5pm

Prelude Weekend I
Thursday 12/3: 4pm-8pm
Friday 12/4: 10am-8pm

Saturday 12/5: 10am-8pm
Sunday 12/6: noon-5pm

Prelude Weekend II
Thursday 12/10: 4pm-8pm
Friday 12/11: 10am-8pm

Saturday 12/12: 10am-8pm
Sunday 12/13: noon-5pm

Closing Weekend
Friday, 12/18: 10am-5pm

Saturday, 12/19: 10am-5pm
Sunday 12/20: noon-5pm

Note: All hours are weather permitting!
www.christmasmarket.me



           HOLIDAYS 2020       23 

That virtual programming will include the pop-
ular Hat Parade on Saturday, December 5. People 
are able to sign up now online, and participate in 
the “parade” through the wonders of Zoom. Prizes 
will be sent to the winners.

All of Prelude’s signature events – the Dock 
Square and Cape Porpoise tree lightings, caroling at 
the monastery, Santa arriving by lobster boat  – will 
be virtual this year, along with cooking and cocktail 
classes, shopping nights, a tour of White Columns 
and Dock Square at night, the story of the history 
of Prelude, a tree and wreath festival and Santa 
reading ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas in front 
of a fire each evening. These will be screened on 
Facebook Live, Zoom and the town cable channels.

“I think people will really be surprised by the 
many offerings online, all of which can be enjoyed 
from the comfort of your home – or even while 
visiting Kennebunkport,” Humphrey said. “And if 
you do visit, you’ll find the town even more decked 
out and with its usual holiday cheer, plus a number 
of new activities to enjoy.

Live activities will include a Christmas Market, 
the return of the Prelude Cocktail Trail, trolley rides 
at the Seashore Trolley Museum, drive-through 
visits with Santa, pick-up crafts for adults and chil-
dren, coffee roasting demonstrations, live music, 
crepe nights, a French hot chocolate bar, the Nutty 
Christmas nutcracker art show, gallery viewings, 
shopping nights, live music nights, menu and drink 
specials and so much more.

But, like anything these days, the live, in-person 
events are subject to possible change, so keep an eye 
out for updates. The schedule is being updated dai-
ly, so be sure to check  www.christmasprelude.com 
and follow Kennebunkport’s Christmas Prelude on 
Facebook and Instagram.

www.christmasprelude.com

Nothing feels better than new 
clothes, that and a glass of  wine 

are your new best friends.

Kennebunkport
30 Ocean Ave.
207.967.2206

www.carlas-online.com
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H.B. Provisions
...a general store and so much more

Introducing our 2020

Christmas Prelude Box
including

2020 Prelude Mug       Christmas Prelude Coffee        HB Breads
A warming blend 
of cinnamon and 
brown sugar

15 Western Ave., Kennebunk  ~ 207.967.5762
www.hbprovisions.com

Annual Exhibitions and Events
Highlight Kennebunk History

and Culture
by Valerie Marier

Narrated tours through Kennebunk’s Historic Dis-
trict, exhibits of local current artists and photographers, 
plus hand-on learning in the museum’s 1940 Victory 
Garden reveal the vibrancy and relevance of the Brick 
Store Museum. As their brochure states: this is no dusty 
attic. You’ll find legendary tales of the sea, exquisite 
period furniture, plus 70,000 artifacts and archival 
materials that highlight the heritage and history of the 
Kennebunks.

Situated on Main Street and open year-round, the 
Brick Store Museum comprises five 19th Century build-
ings. It is also one of only 21 museums in the United 
States (out of more than 35,000) to be founded by a 
single woman with her own money. 

FMI to to www.brickstoremuseum.org or call the 
museum at 985-4802.
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1300 US Route One 
between York and Oqunquit.   

Check us out on Facebook.

Home • Garden • Antiques • Gifts • Apparel

Come in for some 
COMFORT  & 

Leave with a little JOY
(all tied up pretty to go)

A small Mall of locally owned stores,
all under one roof.

28 Dock Square | Kennebunkport, ME 04046 
207.967.0493

beachgrassshop.com

Give gifts from one of Maine’s most rugged 
brands, Rugged Seas, recycling fisherman 

hauling bibs to create a stylish line of durable 
totes, accessories, bib patch hats and beanies. 

Their premium-quality hoodies will be your 
new Get Cozy go-to. Grab some for the holidays 

and show your support for Maine’s fishing 
community.

See you soon. 

We’ve got your holiday goods that do good work.
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by Susan Doherty Hannaford

Year-round residents of Kennebunk, Arundel and Wells have long known where to buy 
fruits and vegetables, baguettes and pies that were harvested or in the oven mere hours be-
fore purchase. Since I’m a summer resident, it has become my mission to seek out new farm 
stands and purveyors of the finest, the freshest, the most local, and, it goes without saying, 
divinely delicious. When crops are picked at their peak, instead of air-lifted from afar, the 
shortest time from the farm to your kitchen table means they are less likely to lose nutrients. 
Best of all, buying local supports the families who live nearby.

Recently, we had guests in town from out-of-state. George is the food and beverage man-
ager of a 2000-room luxury hotel, and Gina has been teaching at a culinary school for decades. 
The pressure! 

I decided to prepare every meal with the “50 local” principle in mind (it’s no coincidence 
that one of my favorite restaurants in Kennebunk shares that name). Everything we ate had 
to be grown, fished or baked within 50 miles. It required a bit of driving, but the backdrop of 
fall foliage, clear blue skies, and roaring ocean tides made the tour to a few back roads and 
markets irresistible. October is my favorite color. 

While I mostly shopped home-grown, family-op, I must say that Hannaford’s grocers have 
a daily display of local produce, and that was my first stop to buy a mixed bag of Cortland and 
Peck apples, picked from a nearby orchard. Not to brag too much, but my apple crisp recipe 
is legendary. My friend Paule made it better with the addition of toasted walnuts and pecans.

Saturday morning we headed to the Kennebunk farmers’ market for salad greens and 
beets. Several of the vendors sell pre-made bags of lettuce: mixtures of Bergam’s Green, Vul-
can, Sylvestra, arugula, and kale. Great big bunches of beets bore the smell of the earth from 
which they were pulled hours earlier, likely at 4 a.m. How hard our farmers work to deliver 
the health benefits of locally hand-harvested food.

We were looking for corn, knowing the season for farm-to-table was closing in, and found 
a pickup truck’s worth of ears at The Farmer’s Daughter on Portland Road in Arundel. Per-
fection. Also at TFD, we bought delicata squash. In case you are drawn to the safety of the 
acorn and butternut varieties, delicata reigns supreme because the skin is never peeled. Slice, 
roast and eat. Squash is one of those homerun super foods that manages to taste like candy.

We lined up at the Boulangerie in Kennebunk, the surest sign that every crumb is worthy 
of a lengthy queue. (In dire situations of excessive wait times, you can bring pickle-ball pad-
dles and pass the time at the Waterhouse Center next door.) Their baguette is sublime, as are 
the cheese croissants, the pain du chocolate, the sourdough bread, the staff, the coffee. It has 
become a destination, and worth every penny. The baguette is so good, Chez Rosa has it on 
their menu.

Keeping it Local
Dining on the bounty of the 50-mile radius  

Above: Farmers’ market produce, bread from Boulangerie andThree Seas seafood. Courtesy photos.
• • • •
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Susan Doherty Hannaford is a summer resident of Kennebunk Beach, a Montre-
al writer of fiction and non-fiction. She writes passionately about mental well-
ness, loves cats, walking the bridal path, birdhouses and feels lucky to be alive.

On to Route 1 approaching Wells we found large heirloom tomatoes at Walling-
ford Farms, and giant bags of birdseed for our tiny sanctuary on Great Hill Road. (All 
visitors are welcome to Piskey Heaven.) And then a little further along to a roadside 
stand from Spillers’ Farms for peppers, eggplant and small cherry tomatoes that we 
ate in the car, so good we considered going back for more. Spillers’ also has a U-pick 
apple orchard with dwarf trees; perfect for 5 ft. 2, eyes of blue gals like myself. No 
shakin’ those babies to the ground. Their apples taste like my childhood. 

Perhaps my two new favorite finds are Three Seas Fish and Lobster in Kennebunk-
port, and Five Acre Farms just past New Biddeford Road on Route 9. What sets them 
apart from their obvious freshness and local ingredients is that these two vendors are 
operated by people you want to be friends with. At Three Seas we bought swordfish, 
freshly caught each day, and scallops by the pound. It’s a luxury to be able to eat food 
this wholesome. 

Earlier in the summer, I had the privilege of lobster fishing with Ben Young, a 
Kennebunk fixture with so many talents they are too numerous to list. I scanned the 
horizon for his colored buoys; he hauled the traps; and I ate the most delicious lobster of 
my life – slathered with melted Kate’s Homemade Butter.  Food doesn’t get any better.

For years the Bryant family of Five Acre Farms has been selling pies, cookies, fire-
wood, perennials, and – oh my goodness, don’t let me forget to tell you about the eggs. 
We bought a warm triple berry pie from a choice of peach, apple and blueberry, and 
molasses cookies reminiscent of the gingerbread cake in my 1940s copy of The Joy of 
Cooking. Remarkably, at Five Acres there are little cash boxes at each section of the farm, 
and the honor system is proof that old-fashioned family values are still firmly in place. 

Lastly, we bought ice cream at Big Daddy’s. Imagine our despair in the spring 
when we saw the For Sale outside the doors of this beloved store; it was founded in 
1976 when the ice cream was first made in the barn on the property. Thank goodness 
new owners have rescued the mother house, and even opened a second location in 
Ogunquit. 

Flavors like black raspberry and chocolate caramel truffle are hand-packed in 
insulated bags, ensuring you arrive home with the best ice cream in town. Having a 
spoon in your glove compartment is nothing to be ashamed of. The pièce de résistance 
was a dessert assembled with Sandy Janes’ famous chocolate chip cookies stuffed with 
gourmet vanilla ice cream from Big Daddy’s, and smeared with a few spoonfuls of 
warmed-up salted caramel sauce from Stonewall Kitchen.  

George and Gina wish to thank every Mainer who made their stay a gourmet feast.
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Maine’s First Custom Candle Bar

2 Morning Walk Lane, #5, Kennebunk
207-210-5571 •  www.sealovecandles.com

Personalize your holiday gifts this year.
Give the gift of light with a custom candle made by you! 174 Port Road, Kennebunk, Maine

Tuesday-Friday 10-5:30 & Saturday 10-2
207-967-4242 • www.fleurantdesign.net

Beautiful gift baskets, boxwood trees, plants and 
fresh flower arrangements delivered to your

loved ones for the holidays

Gifts Curated for the
Farm to Table Lifestyle +

Ease of Entertaining
Small Batch Makers + Creators

Find us on Facebook + Instagram
8 Langsford Road, Kennebunkport

207-604-8029 • farmtablekennebunkport.com
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by Dean Johnson
Maybe it’s the weather, maybe ‘tis the season, 

but certain rituals have a strong hold on this region. 
Here’s one of them: large family gatherings featuring 
traditional clan dishes.

We convinced Rich Lem-
oine, owner and executive chef 
for West Kennebunk’s Village 
Tavern, to share one of those 
closely guarded recipes.

But first, a little background 
behind his “old school split pea 
soup with capicola ham and 
aromatic vegetables,” which 
is also served at his restaurant.

“Back when I was young, 
and I’m talking about 1964-
ish,” he explained, “my mother 
and father, maybe twice a year, 
would do a baked ham, and 
with the leftover hambone 
they’d make a split pea and 
ham soup.

“Not having the palate I 
have now,” he said, “I refused 
to eat it just based on how it 
looked – although I must admit 
I used to love the smell of it.

“Fast forward to 1978, and 
while I am attending culinary school I was working 
summers at the Cliff House (in Cape Neddick). One 

of my first months there the chef asked me to make 
a split pea soup from his recipe. So, of course, I had 
to try it when I finished it. . . and lo and behold I fell 
in love with it.”

So a few years ago, Lemoine 
found himself at the Village 
Tavern after a busy Easter 
weekend with some ham bones 
and nothing, really, to do with 
them. He opted to whip up “a 
really intense” ham/chicken 
stock and supplement it with 
some capicola ham that he had 
in-house for another recipe.

The resulting soup was so 
good it even converted one of 
Lemoine’s longtime friends, 
who, before sampling it, said 
something to the effect that 
he’d rather eat dirt than sample 
pea soup.

And now that same friend 
orders it whenever he visits the 
Village Tavern.

“It’s the kind of soup,” Lem-
oine insisted, “that if you are 
used to the canned (version) 
and never liked it, this might 
change your mind.”

And here is the recipe, which will make about a 
gallon of the precious stuff:

• Three quarts homemade chicken stock enhanced with leftover ham bones, ham 
drippings, and mirepoix. Cook for about 90 minutes on low to medium, strain, and 
reserve for later. 

• In a 2-gallon heavy bottom pan, sauté in about a quarter cup of ham or bacon 
fat: 2 diced carrots/5 ribs of diced celery/1 large  onion/1 large diced red pepper/4 
cloves of minced garlic/About an inch of peeled and minced fresh ginger root/A 
teaspoon each of minced fresh thyme and sage.

• Sauté all of the above for about 10 minutes until aromatic.
• Deglaze with one cup of sherry and cook for about five more minutes.
• Add the reserved ham/chicken stock, about 2 cups of chopped capicola ham, 

and also add 4 cups of picked over and rinsed split peas
• Simmer on low heat for approximately 45 minutes until peas are tender (note, 

during the simmering process you may skim the top off  the foam that rises to the 
surface, as well as some of the fat, and discard it)

At this point add:
• About 4 tablespoons of Dijon mustard
• Half a cup of maple syrup
• Salt and fresh ground pepper to taste
Taste and adjust seasonings, and you might want to use a blending wand to 

purée it just a little bit.
Lemoine suggests serving it with some croutons and chopped fresh parsley and 

scallions. One more note. . . you might want to add some liquid smoke at the end to 
bring out the flavor.

Lemoine’s Split Pea Soup

Kitchen Talk with Chef Rich Lemoine
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KENNEBUNK | Open Concept, Stylish Cottage | Spectacular Marsh Views From Every Room 
Quiet Side of Kennebunk Beach | $1,407,000

GRANITE POINT | Bold Ocean Views | 3 Bdrm Cottage | Nice Deck | Walk to Timber Island
$799,000

KENNEBUNKPORT | 15 Acres is the Setting for this Amazing Contemporary
3 Levels of Living Space! | Magical! | $1,100,000

KENNEBUNK | Ocean & Marsh Views from Every Room | Exquisite Sunsets | Fully Furnished
Gourmet Kitchen | Truly Stunning! | $2,500,000

KENNEBUNK | 4 Bdrm Contemporary New Englander Above the Kennebunk River
Secluded 1.7 Acre Riverfront Sanctuary | Permitted Dock | $1,175,000

KENNEBUNKPORT | Tucked Back in Quiet Neighborhood
Stunning Property | Walk to Port & Bike to Beach | $1,200,000

165 Port Road, Kennebunk, Maine 04043  |  207-967-3883  |  pmrealestate.com

It’s where the       is.

KENNEBUNK | Pure Privacy | 3 Bdrm, 3 Car Garage, Barn & Boathouse on 5.91 Acres
346 Feet of River Frontage | Endless Possibilities | $515,000

KENNEBUNKPORT | Stunning Contemporary on 2.7 Acres | Beamed Ceilings | Walls of Glass 
Large Open Floor Plan | Frontage on Paddy’s Creek | $1,350,000

Follow us! 
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Illness and Grief 
Find a greater understanding of why illness occurs and 
how to help yourself and loved ones in these times of 

grief. Discover healing and learn how to bring peace and 
calm to your family as you prepare to transition a loved 

one or work through their recovery.

Problem and Conflict Resolution 
The problems you’re facing are unique to you and need 

unique resolutions. Work through your problems mentally, 
physically and spiritually. It is time for you to heal and 

forgive. We can help you to make better life decisions and 
deal with problems as they arise.

Purpose and Meaning 
Life is an individual journey but we are all connected. 

When we understand how multi-dimensional it is, 
the easier and happier it becomes. Connect with your 

higher guides for insight and clarity into the meaning of 
your life. Change your life for the better with a deeper 

understanding of your true purpose. 

Authentic Happiness 
Expand your capacity for happiness as you grow and learn 
more about your true purpose. All beings seek a happier, 
healthier life. Discover unique insights into your purpose 

and why you’re here. Small changes lead to big self 
discoveries and a whole new perspective on your life.

Self Discovery 
Connect with your higher self and guides, to unlock an 

entirely different level of consciousness. With their help 
and our guidance, discover who you really are. Step into 
your power and your authenticity. Inhabit your creativity 

and tap into your highest truths.

Powerful Energy Work 
Life is energy in everything you see. Even in solid objects 

the protons and electrons are spinning close to the 
speed of light. That same energy exists within your body, 
your thoughts and your consciousness. Understand how 

energies work and to protect yourself and loved ones, 
your home or business from negative energy forms. Learn 

to feed yourself with divine energies and watch your 
strengths unfold.

Discretion & Confidentiality 
All of our clients and the information shared are kept 
beyond confidential and held with the highest trust. 

Anything and everything stays within our healing 
home doors.

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULT TODAY

CAPE NEDDICK, MAINE 
ALPHAOMEGACONNECTIONS.COM 

(207) 351-8828

What Can Healing Do For Me? 
Healing and guidance can improve your life in many ways, 
from immediate relief from sorrow to building long term 

happiness and joy.

Spiritual Guidance 
Spiritual guidance can provide insight and guidance 
for many unique life situations and needs. Spiritual 

seekers are on a path to understand and change their 
lives. Experience active listening without judgment and 

guidance without prejudice. There is always a divine 
timing to everything, and the teacher appears when the 

seeker is ready.

Loss of a Loved One 
Process your loss and expand your knowledge of life and 

what lies beyond. Loss becomes less painful when we 
understand our eternal nature and that life is a series of 
transitions. Grief can transform into blessing when we 
realize our loved ones are with us always. Walk away 

from our time together with a greater sense of peace and 
connection to your loved ones.
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY SALE
20% off 

Everything in our store 

November 27th — December 13th

53 Western Avenue, Kennebunk | 207-967-4110 
HURLBUTTDESIGNS.COM

SHOP • DESIGN • LIVE 
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For the Holidays...

Wind Sculptures
by Lyman Whitaker

OriginalWorks 
by over 40 Artists

Limited Edition
Prints

and so Much More

Happy Holidays
from the Maine Art Hill Family 

Gallery &
Wind Sculpture 
Gift Certificates

Available

custom framing
shows & events
pop-up gallery
tasting room

artists’ studios

Opening Thursday Dec 3rd

Featuring private, heated 
outdoor Gingerbread House 
Dining | Reservations 
Required

Full Dining and Specialty 
Cocktail Menus

V i s i t  l o v e k p t . c om  
f o r  A l l  t h e  D e t a i l s  a n d  t o  

R e s e r v e  P r i v a t e  D i n i n g

Tis the Season for Fun,
Socially Distant Cocktails &
Private Dining in the ‘Port!

Featuring Private Heated 
Outdoor Igloo and Gondola 
Dining | Reservations Required

Curling & Fire Features 
on the Front Terrace

Jingle Bell Alley

Christmas Lane

ONE DOCK SQUARE

21 OCEAN AVENUE, KPT
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by Valerie Marier
“Holiday decorating and entertaining should focus on the joy of being together,” says 

Louise Hurlbutt. But, the Kennebunk resident and owner of Hurlbutt Designs on Route 
9, Kennebunk adds, “A touch of elegance is always correct.”

Hurlbutt’s hostessing prowess is legendary. She has set gracious tables, decorated 
spacious homes and entertained friends and business associates around the world, from 
London to Tokyo, Hong Kong to Philadelphia. The holidays bring out her bravura. “I en-
joy using different Christmas icons, like a large painted nutcracker or my grandmother’s 
crystal bowl filled with glittering silver ornaments. Blooming paper whites or vases of 
winterberry add the perfect touch with red and green linens.”

And candles! Tall, short or chunky votives flickering on the mantel and dining tabletop, 
Hurlbutt says, “provide the special warmth that’s the essence of Christmas. Remember, no 
matter the size of your gathering, having fun is the most important accessory, especially 
this year.”

Louise Hurlbutt:
“A touch of elegance is always correct, especially at Christmas.”
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Home for the Holidays:
Made Right Here in Maine 

by Jo O’Connor
Cyndie Chase 
Greens with Envy
Be the talk of all your friends this holiday with perfect centerpieces and 
greenery. For the past 16 years, Cyndie has been creating exquisite wreaths, 
cool kissing balls, lush centerpieces and Christmas buoys adorned with 
six different types of greens and holly. She can add shells and starfish too. 
FMI: Visit her on Saturday, November 28, from 8 AM-4 PM, or Saturday 
and Sunday, December 5-6, from 8 AM-3 PM at One Temple Street in Dock 
Square, or at cyndiechase@icloud.com
Jennifer Zeiner
You’ll Get Roped In!
Local favorite Jennifer creates and sells handmade recycled lobster rope crafts 
at Buttonwood Farm & Lobster, Rt. 9 in Kennebunkport. Doormats, baskets, 
garlands and more are all perfectly color coordinated. A true Maine classic. 
FMI: Jroandbu@gmail.com or text 207-289-9167 for details or to make an 
appointment to visit.
Pamela Desantis 
Maine’s Royal Jeweler 
As a transplant to Maine, Pamela did not know she would fall in love with 
the state and raise a family here. She started dreaming up jewelry designs 
in 2008 and took some “super inspiring” classes at Heartwood College of 
Art. Pamela has been happily bringing her primitive royal pieces to life. 
There’s a bit of ancient folklore and magic mixed into every piece. She pairs 
minimalism with the exotic and the deliverable is quite simply exquisite. 
FMI: www.honeytribejewelry.com 
Mike Hankes 
Having a Whale of a Time
In his studio barn in Cape Elizabeth, Coastal Carvings’ Michael Hankes 
creates one-of-a-kind abstract sculptures of whales and fish of New England. 
Using reclaimed wood from old barns, each sculpture is truly unique. His 
work can be found at juried art shows from Cape Cod to Bar Harbor, 
and visits to his studio/gallery are always welcome. Look for his whale 
sculpture signage that leads shoppers to him in early December at the 
Old Vines Wine Bar Christmas Marketplace in Lower Village Kennebunk.   
FMI: On Etsy or
Coastalcarvingsmaine.com

Top to bottom: Devon Rutherford, 
Irene Cyr and Sarene Matthysen. 
At right: Sarah Downs and Jennifer 
Zeiner. Courtesy photos
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Sarah Downs 
You Look Marblelous!
Using the age-old process of marbling, printmaker and founder of Simply 
Marblelous! Sarah Downs floats indelible acrylic inks and paints on the 
surface of thickened water to create gorgeous hand-marbled silk scarves, 
masks, jewelry displays, baseball caps, visors and earrings – each its own 
unique work of art that cannot be duplicated. Her creations can be found 
at art and craft shows up and down the East Coast from Maine to Florida. 
FMI: Sarahdowns@gmail.com or visit her at the Holiday Craft Fair 2020 on 
Saturday, December 5, from 9 AM-3 PM at the Program Center at Brick Store 
Museum on 4 Dane Street in Kennebunk.
Irene Cyr 
Pies, Pies Pies!
Mmmmm Mmmmm good! Home baked and made lovingly by 
Irene, her locally famous pies are delish. Fresh ingredients and flaky 
crust, all 9” size. Order for the holidays and special occasions with a 
three-day notice: Apple, blueberry, pecan, chocolate cream. Yummy! 
FMI: 207-967-4476, reeniecyr1@gmail.com or visit her at the Holiday Craft 
Fair 2020 on Sunday, December 6, from 9 AM-3 PM at the Program Center 
at Brick Store Museum on 4 Dane Street in Kennebunk.
Holly C. Ross 
What a Card!
Known for her fun, colorful, folky and nostalgic art, local artist Holly 
has recently created five new holiday greeting card designs. The cards 
are sold individually ($3 each with an envelope) or four cards for $10. 
These will also be available as prints and they won’t last! Get yours today. 
FMI: Seaside Gallery and Gifts, 21 Western Avenue in Lower Village Ken-
nebunk. And at Seasidegalleryandgifts.com
Lisa Biason-Loder 
By the Sea, By the Beautiful Sea – Resin Coastal Artworks
Over the past three years, exceptional artist and framer Lisa has perfected 
liquid awesomeness with her coastal creations. Using epoxy resins, Lisa 
calls her process a “sticky hot mess!” In the end, she creates waves and fluid 
shorelines perfectly in an abstract sort of way. Visit her over the holidays in 
her Wells-based coastal décor store and you won’t walk away empty-handed. 
FMI: LisArt, 2145 Post Road, Wells or www.Lisart.us 
Sarene Matthysen 
Rusks are a Must
Ever tried an authentic traditional South African Rusk? What are you wait-
ing for? These healthy, organic dry snacks are a great pick-me-up anytime 
of day – try dunking one into your favorite cup of coffee, tea or hot cocoa 
– in a word: Perfect. Locally produced and now shipping across the US.  
F M I :  O n  s h o p i f y  @ k e r e n g e n d e - l i f e . m y s h o p i f y . c o m . 
Also selling at Coffee Roasters and Mornings in Paris both in Lower Village 
Kennebunk. 
Devon Rutherford
Bi-coastally Inspired Jewelry
A Kennebunkport native, Devon has been mak-
ing jewelry for 15 years. Devon has a shop in 
California, making her inspired designs with 
a bi-coastal flair. With a knack for fine lines 
and simplicity with a twist, she creates pieces 
with intent on versatility, everyday wear 
and classic beauty. All jewelry is handmade 
using high quality metals and materials 
that, like her designs, stand the test of time.   
FMI: www.devondowd.com or visit her in 
early December at the Old Vines Wine Bar Christmas 
Marketplace in Lower Village.

Top to bottom: Holly C, Ross, 
Lisa Biason-Loder, Pamela 
Desantis (photo by Jen Dean) 
and Cyndie Chase. At left: Mike 
Hankes. Courtesy photos
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Put a Little
Summer Sizzle

in your Holidays!

Binge-worthy!
3 Summers...3 Books!

Autographed Copies:
Colonial Pharmacy, Coastal Bike 
and Kayak, HB Provisions, Coffee 

Roasters of the Kennebunks,
Hurlbutt Designs, The Landing 
Store, Mainely Murders, Mail It 

Unlimited, PJ Unique Gifts,
Bradburys, Cape Porpoise Kitchen 
and Mornings in Paris. Also online 

and at www.thebikecop.com.

www.thebikecop.com

Primitive Royal Jewelry

Handcrafted 
on the craggy 

coast of
Maine 

www.honeytribejewelry.com

Open Tuesday-Saturday 10 AM - 8 PM
Closed Sunday & Monday

207-641-8622 • Hannaford Plaza • Wells
www.TullysBeerandWine.com

The BEST Beer Store in 3 States
Over 1000 Imported & Domestic Wine Labels
5 Humidors with Premium Hand-Rolled Cigars,
including Ashton, Liga Privada & Arturo Fuente
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207-967-1261 • www.kbcshipyardstore.com
Free Brewery Tours and Tastings!

Below Federal Jack’s
Kennebunkport Brewing Co. Shipyard Store

First Brewpub in York County • Birthplace of Shipyard Ales • Brewery Tours
Fresh Beer Brewed On Site Daily • Always a mix of Shipyard and KBC Originals
7 Year Round Ales, Monthly and Weekly Seasonal Ales, And a Cask Ale on Tap
Monthly Localvore Menu with Beer Infused Recipes and Pairings  • 11 am – 12:30 am

Shipyard Shops  •  8 Western Ave  •  Lower Village, Kennebunk  •  207-967-4322  •  www.federaljacks.com 

INSPIRED FOOD  •  HAND CRAFTED BREWS  •  LIVE MUSIC

Shipyard Bottles  •  Pugsley Signatures

Nautical Gifts  •  Logo Wear

KBC Growlers  •  Kegs

Toys and Books

Mon.-Fri., 10-6  •  Sat.-Sun. 9-6

GREAT MAINE GIFTS & SOUVENIRS

Eat, drink & enjoy. 
Like a local.

In the heart of town, 
near Dock Square

4 Western Avenue, Kennebunk 
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Holiday Histories 
by Jo O’Connor

So you think you know your holidays? Are you ready for all these celebrations?
Take a historical look at these special holidays that will soon be upon us.

Hanukkah
This year, Hanukkah begins Thursday evening, December 10, and continues through Friday, December 
18. It is a Jewish, eight-day, wintertime “festival of lights,” celebrated with a nightly menorah lighting, 

religious prayers and traditional foods. This historical, nationalist holiday commemorates the successful 
rebellion, in the second century BC, of a clan of Jewish freedom fighters called the Maccabees, who had 
risen up against their Greek-Syrian oppressors. Hanukkah celebrates the miracle that occurred when the 
Maccabees reclaimed the Temple. The sanctuary was decimated, torn apart by the Hellenic forces. The 

Maccabee fighters found only enough oil to light a lantern for one day by which to read the Torah. But the 
lantern blazed for eight full days. When Jews light the eight candles of the menorah on the eight nights of 
Hanukkah, they recite a prayer extolling God who “performed miracles for our ancestors in days of old.”

Festivus
This more-modern holiday was the creation of TV writer Daniel O’Keefe, who wrote about this secular, 
non-commercial December 23 holiday for a 1997 Seinfeld episode as an alternative to the pressures 

and commercialism of the Christmas season. It is characterized by the raising of an unadorned aluminum 
pole, the serving of a dinner, the airing of grievances (which is an opportunity to tell others how they 
have disappointed you in the past year) and the demonstration of feats of strength (where the host 
needs to be pinned). The slogan, “A Festivus for the rest of us!” is the mantra of people inspired by 

this zany, offbeat Seinfeld holiday and now celebrate Festivus as any other holiday. Something good to 
know? Festivus is now 100% tinsel-free, as recently announced on Festivusweb.com.

Christmas
Christmas, celebrated on December 25, is both a sacred religious holiday of Christians and a worldwide 
cultural and commercial phenomenon. For two millennia, people around the world have been observ-
ing traditions and practices on this day that are both religious and secular in nature. Christmas Day is 
considered the anniversary of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, a spiritual leader whose teachings form 
the basis of their Bible. Customs include exchanging gifts, decorating Christmas trees, sending annual 
cards, attending church, sharing meals with family and friends, and tracking Santa Claus on NORAD so 

you know exactly when he’ll be delivering presents down the chimney – even if you don’t have one.

Boxing Day
Boxing Day is a holiday celebrated the day after Christmas Day, thus being the second day of 

Christmastide. It originated in the United Kingdom and is celebrated in Canada and Australia. Boxing 
Day is on 26th of December and is a bank holiday- woo hoo! The tradition began with British servants 
who helped their lords and ladies with Christmas dinner, and literally took home boxes the next day 
– on their day off. Employers took note, and gave their staff Christmas presents called “boxes” to 

celebrate the season. If there’s any doubt, Parliament member Samuel Pepys noted the existence of 
such boxes in his diary in 1663. People still give tradesmen and employees gifts or gratuities for their 

good service on Boxing Day.

Kwanzaa
Kwanzaa is an annual celebration of African-American culture that is held from December 26 to January 

1, culminating in gift-giving and a feast of faith. In 1966, Dr. Maulana Karenga, professor of Black 
Studies at California State University, created the Kwanzaa holiday. Following the Watts riots in Los 

Angeles, Karenga searched for ways to bring African-Americans together as a community. The name 
Kwanzaa means “first fruits” in Swahili. Each family celebrates in its own way, but usually include songs, 
dances, African drums, storytelling, poetry reading and a large traditional African feast called Karamu 
on December 31. On each of the seven nights, the family gathers and a child lights one of the candles 

on the Kinara (candleholder), then one of the seven African culture/community
building principles is discussed. 
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by Dana Pearson
There are too many holiday movies and specials to count, and I’m not just referring to what the Hallmark 

Channel has churned out in the time it took me to type this sentence.
While we all know what we like, sometimes we stumble upon a new or old flick or TV show that we’d missed 

somehow, and subsequently add to our seasonal line-up of holiday viewing. And while I’m of a certain age (56), 
having grown up watching programs and films that aired on TV at the end of every year, I am well aware that 
there are younger people who were not exposed to what I may consider the classics. To that end, here are some 
recommended holiday films and TV specials that I’ll definitely be watching this year.

Thanksgiving
Home for the Holidays (1995)

In this Jodie Foster-helmed comedy-drama, Holly Hunter 
leads a fantastic ensemble cast, including Charles Durning, 
Anne Bancroft, Dylan McDermott, Geraldine Chaplin, 
Claire Danes, and Robert Downey, Jr. (who, though being 
strung out on heroin during the shoot, turns in a compelling 
performance). Hunter would rather not go home to her dys-
functional family for Thanksgiving, but her life is in freefall, 
and she just needs a place to land. Alternately charming and 
hilarious, the movie features one of the two most skillfully 
filmed and squirm-inducing family dinners of all time (the 
other one is coming soon).

Planes, Trains and Automobiles (1987)
My favorite John Hughes comedy has Steve Martin just 

trying to get home for Thanksgiving. The fates conspire 
against him, as his flight is canceled due to bad weather 
and he is saddled with shower ring salesman John Candy 
(miraculously annoying and lovable at the same time) on a 
tortuous (and often torturous) route home. It’s rated R for 
one hysterically funny scene in which an exasperated Mar-
tin unloads an F-bomb-laden tirade on a smiling car rental 
agent, who gets to deliver the brilliant joke line to Martin’s 
profane set-up.

The Holiday Treasure (1973)
This made-for-TV movie has the same cast and crew as 

The House Without a Christmas Tree (which we’ll get to). In-
spired at school by the tale of the first Thanksgiving, Addie 
Mills (Lisa Lucas) smuggles a complete Thanksgiving dinner 
into the home of a lonely old farmer (Barnard Hughes) who’s 
at odds with her father (Jason Robards). Though shot on an 
extremely low budget, the movie works because of a simple, 
strong, and heartfelt story performed with conviction.

Christmas Movies
It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)

This one has the reputation of being arguably the great-
est Christmas movie of all time, as well it should. The sci-fi 
set-up (what would life be like if you hadn’t been born?) is 
brilliant and relatable. The casting (James Stewart, Donna 
Reed, and director Frank Capra’s regular crew) is perfect. 
The script has one timeless line after another. It doesn’t mat-
ter how many times one sees it, the laughter and tears are 
guaranteed. And lest one deem it corny and old fashioned, 
consider this risqué exchange between George Bailey, Bert 
the cop, and Ernie the cab driver after they’ve just ogled 
town hottie Violet:

Ernie: How would you like…
George: [Entering the cab] Yes.
Ernie: Want to come along, Bert? We’ll show you the town.
Bert: [Looks at his watch, then takes a look at Violet’s 
retreating figure]. No thanks. Think I’ll go home and see 
what the wife’s doing.
Ernie: Family man! 

The Shop Around the Corner (1940)
Ernst Lubitsch directs James Stewart and Margaret Sul-

lavan in this delightful drama set in a Budapest gift shop. 
Remade a couple of times, this is the original story of two 
loving pen pals who bicker with each other in real life, un-
aware of their own correspondence. As with his other films, 
Lubitsch infuses this one with the sort of warmth and wit 
and intelligence lacking in most other movies of the era. The 
prickly interplay between Stewart and Sullavan is priceless.

The Family Stone (2005)
In one of the three best modern yuletide movies (the 

other two follow), Diane Keaton and Craig T. Nelson are 
parents of a large family gathering for Christmas. Their 
son Dermot Mulroney comes home with uptight girlfriend 
Sarah Jessica Parker, whom his family cannot warm up to; 
she’s well aware of this, and calls in her sister Claire Danes 

A “Reel Time” holiday season round-up

“Strange, isn’t it? Each man’s life touches so many other lives. 
When he isn’t around he leaves an awful hole, doesn’t he?”  
Clarence (Angel, Second Class) to George Bailey, It’s a Wonderful Life
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for support, which throws the household’s romantic dy-
namics into disarray. It doesn’t help that Mulroney’s brother 
Luke Wilson takes an unlikely shine to Parker, to whom he 
utters the David Crosby-inspired line, “You have a freak 
flag; you’ve just don’t fly it.” Meanwhile, one of the family 
members is holding onto terrible news that adds pathos to 
an otherwise comedic movie, one of its emotional peaks 
being a family dinner that goes horribly off the rails.

A Christmas Story (1983)
Is it TBS that plays this back-to-back for several days 

straight in December? No matter. You just need to see this 
perfect little movie once each year to be transported to the 
mythical good old days of the late ‘30s/early ‘40s, when a 
boy’s happiness hinged on whether or not he’d receive an of-
ficial Red Ryder carbine action 200-shot range model air rifle 
for Christmas. With parents as wonderful (and imperfect) as 
Darren McGavin and Melinda Dillon, is Ralphie’s wish ever 
in peril? Although it choked during its initial theatrical run, 
this movie has grown in status over the years, becoming a 
holiday staple for all decent Americans. 

Love, Actually (2003)
Writer-director Richard Curtis reached his apex (al-

though, still breathing, he may prove me wrong) with this 
crowd-pleaser, into which he tossed the plotlines of several 
romantic-comedies he had brewing on the hob. Good thing 
he did, because Love, Actually gives us a dizzying array of 
heartwarming and heartbreaking stories performed by a 
Harry Potter-level British cast which would take up too 
much space to list here. With each passing year, I’ve come 
to better understand the connections between all the char-
acters, but I’ll be damned if I could diagram them. It’s just a 
fun and funny movie, leavened with tear-jerking moments, 
including the opening scene filmed surreptitiously at Lon-
don’s Heathrow Airport (keep in mind, they made this film 
shortly after September 11th). 

Christmas in Connecticut (1945)
Barbara Stanwyck stars in this great wartime comedy 

(one I only discovered about 20 years ago) as a magazine 
columnist who’s been lying all along about being the 
perfect housewife and homemaker (she’s single and can’t 
boil water). Now, with her publisher (Sydney Greenstreet) 
coming to her idyllic yet nonexistent farm with a returning 
vet (Dennis Morgan) who’s won the magazine’s contest to 
enjoy Christmas dinner with the famous columnist, the jig 
is up. Or is it? With help from her editor, possible husband, 
and the reliably funny S. Z. Sakall as the chef who’s been 
providing her with recipes, she just might pull it off. 

Remember the Night (1940)
Speaking of Barbara Stanwyck…here she is in another 

romantic-comedy, this time as a shoplifter brought home for 
the holidays by her sympathetic (and smitten) prosecuting 
attorney (Fred MacMurray). Resurfacing on TCM several 
years ago, this long-hidden gem benefits from a witty 
script by Preston Sturges, who was about to become one of 
the greatest writer-directors of the 1940s, thanks to classic 
comedies like The Lady Eve (1941), Sullivan’s Travels (1941), 
The Palm Beach Story (1942), and Hail the Conquering Hero 
(1944). One is apt to overlook the unbelievable set-up and 

just bathe in the sparkling dialogue (“To be a kleptomaniac 
you can’t sell any of the stuff afterwards or you lose your 
amateur standing”) and long-brewing romance between the 
two sympathetic leads. 

Just Friends (2005)
This one kills me every time I see it. Ryan Reynolds is 

in peak comedic form as a successful A&R man who acci-
dentally finds himself in his New Jersey hometown with 
an Ashley Simpson-type singer (a hysterically funny Anna 
Faris) in tow at Christmastime. Formerly overweight and 
unpopular, the now rich and handsome Reynolds comes 
face to face with Amy Smart as his former high school friend, 
whom he’s always loved. The film is notable for non-stop 
slapstick (a hockey game pitting Reynolds against children 
is a riot) and Reynolds’s painful ploys at trying to finally win 
over Smart. The icing on the cake is Julie Hagerty (Airplane) 
as Reynolds’s ditzy and loving mother.

Miracle on 34th Street (1947)
Don’t bother with the 1994 remake – this is the one you 

want. Spanning from Thanksgiving to Christmas (this one’s a 
holiday two-fer), this classic has the lovable Edmund Gwenn 
hired by Maureen O’Hara to be Macy’s Santa Claus. The 
problem is that Gwenn thinks he’s actually St. Nick, which 
lands him in hot water with the department store’s neurotic 
in-house shrink (Porter Hall). Before you know it, he’s on 
trial, and it’s one of the most enjoyable cases ever filmed. 
Nine-year-old Natalie Wood, so cute it hurts, plays O’Hara’s 
daughter as being smart but not precocious, thereby avoid-
ing that most common Hollywood crime when it comes to 
the portrayal of children. The scene where she witnesses 
Gwenn (whom her mother has told her is not really Santa 
Claus) singing a Christmas song in Dutch to a young war 
refugee from the Netherlands never fails to choke me up.

Elf (2003)
This one’s grown on me. Instead of a human being raised 

by wolves in the wild, this story has a man (Will Ferrell) 
raised by elves at Santa’s workshop at the North Pole. Long 
after he should have figured it out on his own, he’s told by 
his “father” (Bob Newhart) that he was adopted, having 
sneaked into Santa’s (Ed Asner) sack one Christmas Eve at 
an orphanage. And so he sets off for Manhattan, where he 
meets his father, played to slow-boil, straight-face perfection 
by James Caan, who has no time for this clown. In a nod to 
Miracle on 34th Street, this real-life elf finds employment in 
a department store, where he meets the always adorable 
Zooey Deschanel. The con-
stant comedic thread running 
throughout the film is that 
Ferrell, in the most ridiculous 
elf outfit, doesn’t try to hide his 
identity; rather, he finds it baf-
fling that so many people don’t 
believe in Santa, and fashions 
himself as an ambassador from 
the North Pole. Yes, he’s pesky 
and silly, and consumes sweets 
at an alarming rate, but his heart 
is so pure you can’t help but 
love the guy.
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A Charlie Brown Christmas (1965)
I’ll revisit some animated TV specials of my youth purely 

out of nostalgia, like Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town (1970), 
The Little Drummer Boy (1968), How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
(1966), and Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964). They’re all 
fine and have their moments, but it’s A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas that continues to resonate deeply, for several reasons: the 
children talk like adults; Charlie Brown is simultaneously 
depressed by the commercialism of the holiday season and 
disappointed he didn’t receive a mass-produced Christmas 
card; Charles Schultz had the audacity to insist on including 
actual Scripture in a Christmas special; the dancing se-
quences; and Linus’s line, “Gee, do they still make wooden 
Christmas trees?” It’s a deceptively profound piece of work 
that happens to feature a beagle entering a Christmas tree 
light contest.

The House Without a Christmas Tree (1972)
There are a couple of things that prevent this 75-minute 

film from becoming a sickly sweet story of a little girl who 
wants her curmudgeonly single father to bring a Christmas 
tree into the house for the first time ever. First, the father is 
played by the always believably gruff Jason Robards, whose 
painful reason for never having a tree is the same reason he’s 
never been truly close to his daughter. Secondly, Addie Mills 
(Lisa Lucas) has faults of her own, including an unbearable 
bossiness, even toward her friends. Bridging the gap between 
these two difficult and troubled characters is Grandma Mills 
(Mildred Natwick), who wants to end the pain for her son 
and granddaughter, but doesn’t want to overstep. 

A Christmas Carol (1984) 
There are approximately 5,448 versions of the Dickens 

classic out there, and this is my favorite. I know he’s an 
American, but George C. Scott nailed the iconic role of 
Ebenezer Scrooge, from miserable skinflint to (spoiler alert!) 
joyous benefactor. This one sticks to the novella closely, 
and where it veers away, the writing is so good it may as 
well have been penned by the Great Inimitable. One of the 
highlights of my trips abroad was visiting Shrewsbury, En-
gland, where they shot this movie – visiting the Exchange, 
Scrooge’s office and home, the marketplace, nephew Fred’s 
house, and even Scrooge’s tombstone, which still bears the 
carved inscription of the fictional character. 

The Gathering (1977)
I have found that many people are unaware of this TV 

movie, which I suppose can be turned into a positive when 
they finally see it. This is an all-time favorite, even though the 
subject matter is heavy: Family patriarch Ed Asner is dying of 

cancer, and estranged wife Maureen Stapleton helps organize 
a family gathering (two sons, two daughters, and a few in-
laws and grandchildren) at Christmas, when the news is to 
be kept secret; Asner doesn’t want any reconciliations to be 
triggered solely by pity or guilt. Difficult family dynamics 
are explored sensitively and realistically over the course of 
a couple of days (in an absolutely beautiful house), with 
a standout scene being Asner trying to explain to his son 
(Lawrence Pressman) why he walked out on his wife five 
years ago. It’s a terrific movie. Just avoid the limp 1979 sequel.

The Homecoming: A Christmas Story (1971)
This is the TV movie that sparked The Waltons (1972-

1981), Earl Hamner, Jr.’s fictionalized account of his upbring-
ing in the mountains of Virginia in the 1930s. It’s Christmas 
1933, and the Depression has hit so hard that Olivia Walton 
(Patricia Neal), who has seven children, says even Santa 
Claus is on a tight budget. Making this yuletide particularly 
stressful is that her husband John (Andrew Duggan) hasn’t 
come home from work 50 miles away, and the radio says 
there’s been a bus accident on the route. While the movie 
has comic elements, including William Windom as a Robin 
Hood-style turkey and ham thief, it’s mostly a warm, episod-
ic tale that features John-Boy (Richard Thomas) struggling 
with wanting to be a writer but not disappoint his father, 
who may have other plans for him. The location shooting in 
Wyoming is appropriately wintry and atmospheric.

Happy Holidays with Bing and Frank (1957) 
I grew up watching Bing Crosby’s Christmas specials, 

where he’d sing and goof around with his family and guest 
stars like Robert Goulet, Fred Astaire, and Jackie Gleason, 
always capping the program with “White Christmas.” 
Pure comfort food. So when I picked up a Blu-ray of Bing’s 
Christmas specials a few years ago, I was pleased to find the 
bonus feature of a 1957 special he did with Frank Sinatra. The 
picture and sound are pretty dodgy (a restoration would be 
appreciated), but the program is a delight, as master and 
pupil duet and take turns singing wall-to-wall Christmas 
songs in a cheesy yet hip 1950s apartment set. Sinatra usu-
ally had a problem being naturally loose, but Crosby seems 
to have a relaxing effect on him here, and the results are a 
delight. There’s a middle section where they inexplicably 
exit the apartment into a faux-Dickensian world to sing some 
traditional carols while wearing frock coats and top hats, but 
that’s OK – they soon 
return to their comfort 
zone, where Bing re-
gales us with “White 
Christmas” yet again.

Made for Television Specials



 44       HOLIDAYS 2020

Helen’s Angels 
by Faith Gillman

Helen Orechwo Gillman (1922 – 2002) was 
an amazing woman. She was spunky, intelli-
gent, and had no difficulty speaking her mind. 
After graduating from 
high school in 1940, she 
studied nursing but left 
to pursue her dream of 
flying. She earned a pilot’s 
license, learning to fly in 
a single-prop plane on a 
one-lane dirt runway in 
Plum Island, Massachu-
setts, with only a compass 
and her eyesight to guide 
her. During World War 
II she flew cargo flights 
for the military and vol-
unteered for the Civilian 
Coast Patrol, watching for 
German submarines off 
the East Coast. 

After the war, an equip-
ment failure caused a crash that damaged her 
hearing, effectively ending her aviation career. 
She turned her attention to raising her four chil-

dren, working well into her late sixties, despite 
becoming blind due to a genetic eye disease.

Even though she had limited eyesight, Hel-
en excelled in the art of 
crocheting. She would sit 
for hours, working away 
on all manner of crochet 
items, from afghans to 
table runners and more. 
One year, not too long af-
ter I married her son, she 
presented me with three 
beautiful crocheted angels 
with delicate, starched 
wings. From that moment, 
the trio became a cher-
ished part of our family’s 
holiday decoration. Each 
year, as I unwrap them 
from the box they are 
stored in, I think of “Ma” 
and her strength and de-

termination. . . and the love that guided her 
hands to create such a splendid treasure for 
our family.

28 Dock Square Kennebunkport
www.coastaljewelers.com    (207)967-0100

*prices starting at $175
Maine Tourmaline

Jewelry|Baskets|Prints|Sculpture|Beadwork
shop online: homeandaway.gallery

Contemporary Native American
Art & Jewelry Market
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For more than 75 years,
Bradbury Brothers Market has been

Kennebunkport’s community grocery store

Bradbury Brothers Market

207-967-3939 • bradburybros.com • 167 Main Street, Kennebunkport, Maine

All roads lead to Bradbury's!

Located in the       of Cape Porpoise
on the roads of beautiful Kennebunkport,

we have everything you need for a quick visit, extended stay,
or for all your grocery shopping needs. 
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Chris Becker Photo • chris@chrisbeckerphoto.com • Kennebunkport
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Eric Storm • www.ericstormphoto.com • ericstormphoto@yahoo.com
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Steve Ross • Instagram @stevecdn 
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Derek Drinon • Studio18@yahoo.com • 207.423.4423 • drinonlines.com
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Hydi Dixon Photography • Hydidixon@gmail.com • 207-251-5760

Ken Janes • Kennebunk Beach • Janes.ken@gmail.com



 56       HOLIDAYS 2020

Sandy Gnidziejko Photography • www.sandygnidziejkophotography.com

Josh Hrehovcik • Instagram @ retroroadtripper65 • wwwretroroadtripper.com
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Phil Stone • www.philstonephotography.com



 60       HOLIDAYS 2020

Geraldine Aikman • www.aikmandesign.com

Bob Dennis  • kportimages.com
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Heidi Kirn Photography • heidikirn.com • Prints: heidikirn.com/maineprints
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Ken Janes

Ken Janes, a lifelong naturalist and amateur photographer, created this award-
winning journal in which he documents the rich diversity of bird species found 
along the coast of southern Maine. Available at Fine Print Booksellers, Hurlbutt 
Designs, Antiques on Nine, HB Provisions, North Country Press and Amazon.

Life List: Field Notes of a Maine Birdwatcher

MAKES 
A GREAT 

GIFT!

Retro Roadtrip: 
Winter in Southern Maine

(and a bit of New Hampshire)

ANNOUNCING!! NEW BOOK!!

Retro Roadtrip: 
Winter in Southern Maine

(and a bit of New Hampshire)
by Joshua Hrehovcik

book design by Geraldine Aikman

“A picture 
perfect journey 

of southern 
Maine!”

“This book 
made me 

homesick for 
Maine.”

BUY THE RETRO ROADTRIP BOOKS at 
Wright Gallery (Cape Porpoise) • Mail-It Unlimited, Morph Gallery 
& the Brick Store Museum (Kennebunk) • Early Bird (S. Berwick)

• www.retroroadtripper.com and Amazon • 

Sandy Gnidziejko, Manager
sgnidzie@maine.rr.com

LITTLE RIVER 
ANTIQUES & ESTATE SALES, LLC

207-751-6466

Winner of the 2018 Excellence Award from EstateSale.com
Largest Estate Sale Business in York County 

Now scheduling
estate sales for 2021

Best Wishes for a
Safe and Joyous
Holiday Season!

www.antiquesandestatesalesme.com

207-967-9989

Port Walk, Dock Square
Kennebunkport

Best Sellers
Maine Authors

Children’s Books

Call Store 
for Updated 

Hours
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Robert Dennis, Photographer
www.kportimages.com •  kportimages@gmail.com

Celebrating the beauty of Kennebunkport in all seasons

Christmas Prelude: A joyful and magical time in Kennebunkport

Images of Kennebunkport



 64       HOLIDAYS 2020

Splash! by Josh Hrehovcik. This was the photo-taking experience that encouraged the photographer 
to invest in a good pair of waterproof boots. And a towel. 

4.



           HOLIDAYS 2020       65 

1. Get Up (part 1) – You don’t have to set the alarm clock too early 
to catch the Sunrise in winter. So, bring your coffee outside, take 
advantage of the clean, crisp air and see what you can capture. And 
there’s a good chance you’ll have the whole place to yourself. 

2. Get Down – Set your photos apart by setting up as low as you can 
go. You’ll be surprised how dramatic the results can be.

3. Get Up (part 2) – Any time you can get some elevation you’ll 
get a chance to capture some striking images. The next time you find 
yourself at the parking garage, head to the very top. Probably plenty 
of spaces up there too.

4. Invest in Waterproof Boots – And bring an extra pair of socks. 
And a towel.

Top 5 Tips to Taking Wonderful Winter Photos

Joshua Hrehovcik of Kennebunk is a photographer and not-bad-sell-
ing author. His latest book, Retro Roadtrip: Winter in Southern Maine 
(and a bit of New Hampshire) is available at local retailers, and at 
www.retroroadtripper.com

by Josh Hrehovcik

1. 2. 3.

5.
5. Watch the Weather – Okay. You live in New England. You’re probably 
out in inclement weather anyway. But the next time the snow flies, plan 
on putting on some layers (and driving very carefully) and getting outside. 
You will be rewarded for your efforts. Promise.
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since 1953

Fresh Fish Daily
Lobsters • Lobster Meat • Clams

Monday & Tuesday 9-5, Closed Wednesday, Thursday-Sunday 9-5

Port Lobster Co.

Lobster rolls & lobster meat,
lobster mac n' cheese, fresh fish

– haddock, salmon, swordfish, shrimp –
clam chowder, cheddar biscuits & more!

Twin Lobster Dinners
2-1lb. lobsters, Small Clam Chowder, 

Chips & Butter
$19.95

Lobster Rolls $14.95

Christmas Week
Sunday-Wednesday 9-5

Christmas Eve 9-3
Closed Christmas Day

Fri & Sat, Dec 26 & 27, 9-5

New Year's Week
Sunday-Wednesday 9-5

New Years Eve 9-5
Closed

New Year's Day 

Holiday Hours

122 Ocean Avenue, Kennebunkport
www.portlobster.com • portlob@gwi.net

207-967-2081

www.retroroadtripper.com
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Reel Time TV
‘Tis the season to be bingeing, fa la la la la, la la la la

by Dana Pearson
Because the fates have determined that we are all to be spending 

waaaaaay too much time at home, it only makes sense to spend some of 
that bonus time binge-watching all that our TVs have to offer. Well, not all 
of it. After all, one must occasionally read a book or magazine, bathe, eat, 
and converse with the other people living under the same roof.

Streaming on Netflix is The Queen’s Gambit. While I hate boxing, I love 
Rocky. While football bores me, I love The Longest Yard. I’m saying this 
in case anyone might steer away from a seven-hour mini-series about a 
young woman playing chess, thinking it could not possibly be interesting. 
Those people should first watch The Queen of Katwe (2016), and then this.

The captivating Anya Taylor-Joy stars as Beth Harmon, an orphaned 
child chess prodigy who rises through the ranks of the male-dominated game in the 1960s. 
The factors leading to her becoming an orphan, and her taste for tranquilizers, create a single-minded girl 
(then woman) with limited social skills but unlimited chess skills. 

Even though I know extremely little about chess strategy, I was nonetheless caught up in the excitement 
stemming from Beth’s prowess on the board. Just from the players’ body language and facial expressions, one 
can tell what’s going on.

With music, production design, and costumes perfectly capturing the 1960s, and a compelling story of a troubled 
woman’s journey through a subculture she can so easily dominate, The Queen’s Gambit is a must-see.

Also streaming on Netflix is the comedy series Schitt’s Creek, which just 
wrapped up its six-season run by snagging all four acting Emmy awards, 
as well as Best Comedy Series. It took a few years for us to finally heed the 
advice of our friend Kathy Neville to watch it, which was probably a good 
thing, because now we’ve joyfully binged ourselves into the final season, 
and what a trip it’s been.

It’s about video store magnate Johnny Rose (Eugene Levy), who loses 
everything in Episode 1, and has to retreat with his pampered family to his 
only remaining asset, the little town of Schitt’s Creek, which he had bought 
as a joke. His former soap opera star wife Rose (Catherine O’Hara), son 
David (actual son Dan Levy) and daughter Alexis (Annie Murphy) have a 

lot of adjusting to do, and it’s painfully funny to watch.
It took a few episodes to reach the point where I suddenly realized I had to keep watching it or die. At first, the 

characters are just plain awful, spoiled, selfish people who treat the locals like crap, and I wondered if that would be 
tolerable. But bit by bit – unlike in most sitcoms – the characters actually learn and grow, thankfully while never fully 
abandoning their defining and ridiculously quirky traits.

Because carrying the series, beyond the story of an annoying family you grow to love, is some of the best comedic 
writing and ensemble acting I’ve ever seen; it’s up there with Cheers, The Mary Tyler Moore Show, Seinfeld, Community, and 
The Good Place. This show has gotten my wife and me through the fall; it’ll get you through the winter.

Netflix, which must be doing well these days, also has all seven seasons Ray 
Donovan on disc. Like Schitt’s Creek, it boasts a terrific ensemble cast. Unlike 
Schitt’s Creek, its ensemble cast doesn’t beat up and kill people.

Liev Schreiber is the titular character, de facto head of a Southie family 
transplanted to LA, where he takes care of the horrible problems his horrible 
Hollywood clientele keep having (let’s just say Ray’s good at hiding bodies 
and creating false passports). One brother (Eddie Marsan), deals with Par-
kinson’s and runs a boxing gym, another (Dash Mihok) has been irrevocably 
damaged by sexual abuse at the hands of a priest, his wife (Paula Malcomson) 
is conflicted over how he makes his money, but it’s his father Mickey (Jon 
Voight) who causes the most trouble. 

The series begins with Mickey getting released early from Walpole, where he 
was spending 20 years for a crime he didn’t commit (not that he didn’t deserve incarceration). A man 
gifted at turning everything he touches into crap, Mickey flies out to the LA to reconnect with his family, but Ray wants 
nothing to do with him – for a myriad of reasons.

Voight has the role of his life as a man who may mean well, but can’t stop screwing up and dragging everyone 
around him into the cesspool of his life. Halfway through Season 5, I’m intrigued as to how they’ll wrap up this violent, 
nail-biting series. 
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“  Cute & cozy local sweaters for women
and kids, along with sweatshirts, t-shirts 
and more! Find a gift for the whole fam!

seayourhappyplace.com

Give the gift of handmade love
this holiday season by creating your own 

candle at Maine’s 1st Custom Candle Bar in 
Kennebunk. Natural. Clean. Simple.  

 sealovecandles.com

 Rugged Seas apparel and gear 
supports Maine Fishermen. Shop for it at 

Kennebunkport’s Beach Grass.
beachgrassshop.com

Local Finds
SHOP • EAT • SPEND • ENJOY • LOCAL

Dock Square Blend, a customer
favorite by Coffee by Design, is available 
in regular and decaf at Kennebunkport’s 

Dock Square Coffee House.
docksquarecoffeehouse.biz

Chapillon “Secret” Cava  $23
Celebrate your holidays with this

classic Cava from Spain, available at
Kennebunk’s Boulangerie.

aproperbakery.com

“ “

“

“

 Lafco Ski House candles, available
at Fleurant in Kennebunk,

are something truly special. 
fleurantdesign.net

Get your one of a kind, Cape Porpoise
Post Office holiday tote while you can - 

and while supplies last!
bradburybros.com

“ “
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The magic of the Lava Shell(R)
is in the minerals. Experience a massage
using these revolutionary warm shells.

spa.voyage

  Classic cheese fondue with a blend of 
French cheeses and white wine served with 

baguette, salami and fresh fruit. Yum!
chezrosabistro.com

We here at Maine & Vine are excited
to feature a wide range of natural wine 
from today’s top organic producers!

maineandvine.com

Exclusive Belts!
Our custom Kennebunks Belts

featuring favorite local landmarks!
hurlbuttdesigns.com

Give the gift of this special story
while raising funds for an important 
cause. For additional information,

find Reesie on Facebook.

“ “ “

“ Find all the latest fashions at the
ever-stylish Green Tangerine in 

Kennebunk.
@greentangerine207

“

“

     These are Teleidoscopes! You look 
thru and the magic of the mirrors turns 

what you see into a kaleidoscopic image! 
sueriouxdesigns.com

“

Dannah has a wonderful
assortment of gloves to keep you warm, 

cozy and stylish! 
dannahkennebunkport.com

““ This special book makes a
wonderful holiday gift.
For more information:

Danie Connolly: 207-985-8888
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This holiday season, enjoy
Palusami-Samoan Stew

– fresh vegetables and herbs in coconut 
milk broth and saffron basmati rice. 

bandalooprestaurant.com

Sound Bowl Healing Sessions are
“out of this world” and Alpha Omega is 

offering a half price gift certificate for every 
full session through December 31.

alphaomegaconnections.com

Batson River has fifts that are
always in good taste

and never go out of style.
Best of all, one size fits all!
  batsonriver.com/spirits

Dannah for Men is proud to carry
watches and accessories crafted by

Shinola of Detroit. 
dannahkennebunkport.com

One year
subscription to 

Tourist & Town’s 
new seasonal 

magazine!
The perfect gift!

publisher@
touristandtown.com

A wonderful new children’s story
available at The ART COOP

149 Alfred Rd, W. Kennebunk, 502-7118,
and Daytrip Society, Cape Porpoise Kitchen

Mail-it Unlimited, Remember the Maine

“

““ “

“

“ “ “

A Little Fall of Rain in bronze and 
quartz with 14k goldfill French wires. 
Simultaneously fulfilling the desire for

hoop and dangle. 
honeytribejewelry.com

These one-of-a-kind resin art pieces
are the perfect serving board surfboard

for the ocean lover in your life.
lisart.us

For a copy of Joyce Butler’s
timeless and awe-inspiring book contact 

the Graves Library in Kennebunkport.
graveslibrary.org
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I love to photograph barns.
There always seems to be a peaceful 

and nostalgic look about them! Visit my 
website to view additional photos where 

also you will find Holiday cards and 
canvas prints now available

for purchase!
sandygnidziejkophotography

Fabulous Fur
You’ll swear it's real!

Beautiful throws, halos, scarfs,
tech gloves and lux slippers!
theshopsatcapeneddick.com

“

“

““

Wonderful  
cashmere  
toppers in  
a myriad  
of  colors!

Kennebunkport
30 Ocean Ave.
207.967.2206

www.carlas-online.com

“ We are so happy to announce
Marshall Wharf’s return to

Tully’s Beer and Wine
in Wells!

tullysbeerandwine.com

“ Fish House Designs’ 2021 5x7 desk 
calendar makes a unique gift and is a 

little dose of happy we all need!
Instagram @ fishhousedesigns

“

“ It’s cashmere toppers
and so much more at

Carla’s in Kennebunkport!
carlas-online.com

“

Point basket by renowned
Passamaquoddy (Maine) basket maker 

Jeremy Frey.
homeandaway.gallery

Robert Dennis has published
twenty Images of Kennebunkport

calendars. Full of breathtaking images,
it makes the perfect gift!

kportimages.com

This new 174-page book features
200 of Robert’s best photos,

most accompanied by inspirational 
quotations.

kportimages.com

Amazing thrills await you
on New England Eco Adventures.
newenglandecoadventures.com
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Antiques on Nine has cashmere
toppers, scarves, wraps and capes, plus 

stylish masks & mask holders!
81 Western Ave, Kennebunk 967-0626

Wooden wick candles
handmade in the Pacific Northwest.

A true treasure.
callunafineflowers.com

Bundle up your pup this winter in a 
Scalawags best seller – velvety soft 
fleece pullovers for year-round use.

scalawagsonline.com

Make sure she can always find her
way home with this beautiful 14k gold 
and diamond compass rose pendant.

coastaljewelers.com

Maine-made greeting and note cards
by Melissa Pelletier-Provencher.

http://www.etsy.com/shop/BrownFoxPrinting
brownfoxkennebunk@yahoo.com

Give your loved ones a slice of Maine, 
steeped in intrigue, excitement and 

romance. The Bike Cop trilogy suits the 
tastes of the entire family!

thebikecop.com

Prelude masks are now available at 
Local Color in Kennebunkport

– and now Portland!
shoplocalcolor.com

“

“ “

“

“

“

“

“

Add designer cookies to the list of
wonderful items at Coffee Roasters

of the Kennebunks!
coffeeroastersofmaine.com

“ “One-of-a-kind Prelude mugs
and so much more for the holidays
at H.B. Provisions in Kennebunk!

hbprovisions.com

“
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Design by Kate Nelligan, Local Color, Kennebunkport & Portland
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This is grouped.
When you ungroup it and work on it, be careful not to move pieces 

of color. It’s easy to do.
Use the white pointer to click on each shape to change color.

www.followthesunwithme.com

Coming soon to a T-shirt near you!
Just in time to spread peace and joy this holiday season!

Pre-order 
yours
today!

Wear 
your 
heart 

on your 
sleeve 

with these 
designs

and more!

Mast Cove Gallery in Kennebunkport 
features accomplished artists from 

around the world.
Be sure to visit the gallery at

2 Mast Cove Lane in Kennebunkport.
mastcovegallery.com

“

This award-winning book by 
Kennebunk Beach’s Ken Janes is 

available at Fine Print Booksellers, 
Hurlbutt Designs, Antiques on Nine, 
HB Provisions, North Country Press 

and Amazon.

“

Clothing for Women & Men
Jewelry • Household Goods

A great selection of plus sizes for women!

207-985-3544
2 Bragdon Lane, Kennebunk

(Next to Anchor Fence)

Cash or 
check 
only!

 Donations & Consignments Accepted
Call ahead to be sure we are taking consignments that day.

Open 10 - 4 Mon.–Sat.

Adopt a cat here 
from Safe Haven! 

Saturdays are white ticket days with reduced prices!

 

SHOP LOCAL EAT LOCAL SPEND LOCAL ENJOY LOCAL
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“Growing old is mandatory, but growing up is optional.”
~ Walt Disney

Marguerite Genest • margueritegenestart.com
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Friday, December 4 
Cocktail Party in a Box

 4-7 PM
Curbside Pick up

Select 1 Small Plate Appetizer:
Hot Spinach & Artichoke Dip or Fruit & Cheese Plate

Select 3 Hors D’oeuvres to Heat & Eat:
(2 pieces each item)

Mini Maine Crab Cakes with Lemon Dill Aioli
Scallops Wrapped In Applewood Smoked Bacon

Beef Tenderloin On Crostini w Horseradish Crème Sesame 
Chicken on a Bamboo  Pick

Wild Mushroom & Truffled Risotto Phyllo Purse
Spicy Asian Spring Rolls w/Sweet Chile Sauce

Mini Caprese (Grape Tomato,Mozzarella & Basil 
w Aged Balsamic Drizzle

Cheers! Select your Libation:
1 Can or 750 Bottle - single serving – choose from:

Two Chicks Paloma Tequila & Pink Grapefruit Cocktail
Two Chicks Margarita

Black Cap Vodka Soda Sparkling Cocktail
Migonetto Prosecco Split

Red or White Wine
PBR Tall

Each Box comes packed with
Holiday Cocktail Napkins & Plastic Cups

$25.00 per person
Must be 21 years or older for Libations.

ME Tax Applies @ 8%

Saturday, December 5
Prelude Picnic

11 AM-3 PM
Curbside Pick up

GRAB & GO LIBATIONS & NIBBLES • BOXES OF FESTIVE FUN!

1 MILLS ROAD CAPE PORPOISE, MAINE 207.967.1150
OPEN DAILY 7 AM TO 7 PM

WWW.CAPEPORPOISEKITCHEN.COM

Individual Meal Packed To Go:
Cup of CPK Clam Chowder w/crackers
Lobster Roll with Fresh Maine Lobster*

Kettle Cooked Potato Chips
Santa Slaw with Red Onion & Carrot

Mini Cranberry Chocolate Chip Cookies
@$28/per person

Add a Split of Zardetto Prosecco for $6.00
*Substitute Fried Chicken for Non Lobster eaters

Santa’s Helper Kids Picnic:
Crispy Chicken Fingers with Ketchup

Mac & Cheese & Baby Carrots & Ranch Dip
Gingerbread Man Cookie

$14.00 ea

Sunday, December 13
Letters to Santa Claus

Kids’ Open Air Curbside Event, 2 PM
A Special Mailbox for Delivery to The North Pole 

will be at Cape Porpoise Kitchen  
Drop off your List for Santa & Pick up 
Hot Chocolate with Whipped Cream 

Holiday Cookies
& a Chocolate Lobster Lollipop
A FREE Event Sponsored by

Cape Porpoise Kitchen
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Photograph by Bob Dennis
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THE FIRST SNOW
by Mary Oliver

The snow
began here

this morning and all day
continued, its white
rhetoric everywhere

calling us back to why, how,
whence such beauty and what

the meaning; such
an oracular fever! flowing

past windows, an energy it seemed
would never ebb, never settle

less than lovely! and only now,
deep into night,

it has finally ended.
The silence
is immense,

and the heavens still hold
a million candles, nowhere

the familiar things:
stars, the moon,

the darkness we expect
and nightly turn from. Trees

glitter like castles
of ribbons, the broad fields

smolder with light, a passing
creekbed lies

heaped with shining hills;
and though the questions

that have assailed us all day
remain — not a single

answer has been found —
walking out now

into the silence and the light
under the trees,

and through the fields,
feels like one.
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www.bandalooprestaurant.com 
1200 Portland Rd. Arundel 

207-967-4994

 Open      

Tuesday - Saturday   
 4:30 - 9:00 
]Spacious and socially distanced  
indoor dining  
And Take Out 

Coming soon    
Bandaloop Marketplace 
Daily offerings of baked goods,  
grab and go, sauces, soups,  
coffee, and freezer items 
View our website for updates 

Annual Christmas prelude  
artisan’s market  
Dec. 5 

Now Booking                    

intimate holiday  celebrations

Holiday Happenings
for Kids & Adults
 at River Tree Arts

Maine Lobster Buoy
Decorating Kits

Each take-home kit includes an 
authentic lobster buoy, rope, 
sharpies, and decorating ideas. 
$25 per kit, $40 for two. Mate-
rials cal be picked up curbside 
at River Tree Arts, 35 Western 
Ave, Kennebunk. To purchase 
buoys, visit rivertreearts.org.

Christmas Prelude
Coloring Sheet & Raffle!

Get creative with the River Tree 
Arts Christmas Prelude Color-
ing Sheet, created by local artist 
Piper Castles. All participants 
will be entered into our holiday 
raffle. On Sunday, December 13, 
via Facebook Live, two winners 
will be chosen. One adult will 
receive a ceramic pour-over 
and mug set and one child will 
receive a handmade ceramic 
tabletop tic-tac-toe game, cre-
ated by River Tree ceramics 
instructor Brendan Roddy. Visit 
rivertreearts.org to download 
the coloring sheet and for raffle 
instructions.  

Winter Fundraiser:
Online Gallery

From Friday, December 4 to Fri-
day, January 8, 2021, shop amaz-
ing pieces of local art while sup-
porting River Tree Arts. Many 
works will be for sale, ranging in 
size and price. Purchased pieces 
will be picked up curbside. For 
details, visit rivertreegallery.org.
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TOURIST & TOWN

Maine’s South Coast | Spring

the magazine
TOURIST & TOWN

Maine’s South Coast | SUMMER

TOURIST & TOWN

Maine’s South Coast | FALL

the magazine
TOURIST & TOWN

Maine’s South Coast | WINTER

the magazine

COMING IN 2021 • TOURIST & TOWN, THE MAGAZINE

the magazine

Photographs by Bob Dennis






